
To create this energy, we burn fossil fuels which release a 
gas called Carbon Dioxide into the atmosphere….

Carbon dioxide is a gas which traps heat from the sun. 
Because this heat cannot escape into space, the climate

of earth gets warmer.

But Global Warming sounds like a good thing. 
Why is it bad? 
Carbon Dioxide, one of the Greenhouse Gases, not only exists naturally in 
the atmosphere but is also produced when humans burn fossil fuels (coal, oil 
and gas). Cars, power stations and factories all burn fossil fuels for energy 
(to make a car move or generate electricity to power televisions and light 
bulbs etc). This adds more carbon dioxide to the atmosphere, thickening the 
blanket of greenhouse gases surrounding the earth. This means that fewer 
rays of heat from the sun are able to get back out into space. So, much like 
a thicker duvet keeps you warmer at night, the thicker blanket of gases is 
warming the earth up and changing our climate.

We rely upon energy in every area of our lives:

…to generate 
electricity

…to power machines: 
making things such 
as clothes, ipods, CDs, 
computers, bottles…

…to make vehicles move
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Chart 2: How Have We Contributed?

Home
•	Cooking
•	Listening to the radio
•	Watching TV
•	Telephone
•	Computer

Work
•	Working on computers
•	Operating machinery
•	Using telephones

Transport
•	Cars
•	Trains
•	Buses
•	Tubes
•	Trams
•	Motorbikes


