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Character

North End Village feels intensely alive. It’s 
a place to enjoy culture and nightlife, meet 
friends and learn as well as live. It has a more 
bustling, local feel than Earls Court Village, 
absorbing the character of today’s North End 
Road market and adding more character with 
a mix of new shops selling everything from 
groceries and antiques to art materials.

Features

— A diverse mix of shops, which could include 
independent boutiques, hairdressers, 
launderettes and a mini-supermarket 
could extend along North End Road and 
down High Street West

— The village will also include open space 
offering the opportunity to relocate North 
End Road market if residents and market 
traders want it to move

— A new pelican crossing will be built at the 
junction of Star Road and North End Road 
so cyclists and pedestrians will be able to 
continue their journey seamlessly from 
Star Road onto the new High Street

— It will have a range of communal facilities 
including a health hub and an enterprise 
centre

— There is significantly more residential 
property here than in the other villages, but 
the area has a surprisingly green feel as it is 
softened by garden squares, window-boxes, 
planted walls and green rooftops

Culture

— The Office of Possibility: Flexi work/learn/
exhibition space

The variety and diversity of the new 
neighbourhoods is most apparent here. The 
area has a youthful, urban energy which hints 
at Hoxton and Shoreditch and contrasts with 
the more sedate Earls Court Village. It presents 
the perfect opportunity to nurture small, 
experimental start-up and creative companies.

Flexi Work/Learn Space:  
The Office of Possibility

Earls Court offers the rarest of opportunities: 
the chance to create a sustainable creative 
industry incubation model addressing the 
needs of creative entrepreneurs, and also the 
wider community that becomes the ‘success 
story’ for subsequent developments to follow. 
The idea is to create a dedicated creative 
industry space, home to an interconnected 
network of virtual online creative hubs and 
collections; The Office of Possibility.

Imagine a well-designed, intelligent working 
space with break out areas for separate 
cultural activity where virtual art collections 
and education programmes could be 
accessed through banks of computer 
terminals. A commercial, yet elegant ‘open 
office’ model; all the useable furniture in the 
space would be provided by young creative 

The Four Villages: 
II. North End Village

4.2

“Inspired by the thriving North End Road market, this vibrant, 
multicultural urban village surrounds the more cosmopolitan 
end of the high street. Tree-lined landscaping along North End 
Road and street performers in Whitley Square will inspire a 
lively café culture by day. Open-air cinema screenings and a 
string of bars and restaurants will create a vivacious
atmosphere by night.”	
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industry designers - the space targets the 
designers key demographic, and so functions 
as a design ‘showcase’. It is a multi-use flexi 
space with defined ‘zones’ for specific activity:

— A modern creative-information hub, which 
uses the architectural and interior design 
language of the retail and leisure industries. 
The hub could provide free computer 
access to hundreds of prestigious culture 
based university research libraries, 
film archives, visual art and literature 
collections through links to databases.

— A rich resource of local information and 
downloadable content for users beyond 
the creative community. The facility will 
encompass a Project Space with exhibitions 
programmed through partnership with the 
creative industry incubation project, and 
a rolling exhibition programme curated by 
each creative industry unit resident in turn 
showcasing the best of Earls Court’s young 
creative talent.

— A small cinema area would function as 
multi-use space for screenings, group 
meetings, readings, and live band events. 
A ‘Genius Bar’ would be staffed by creative 
engineers or curators presenting talks and 
learning initiatives.

— An arts bar/café would encourage people 
to spend time and relax in the facility. 
Breakout learning and activity space 
and meeting areas for adult education. 
A children’s area could programme age 
specific content on cheap ‘net-books’ 
(computers designed specifically for web 
access without built-in hard memory) in a 
friendly colourful setting.

Life-long learning for  
the Community

There are numerous opportunities for an Office 
of Possibility to partner London’s cultural 
organisations. Earls Court has on its doorstep 
the British Library, which houses a formidable 
collection of Britain’s most influential texts. An 
extended online database is part of University 
networks ‘Literature Online’ projects: a limited 
access database of over 25,000 works. This 
resource could be virtually housed within 
the new Office of Possibility, expanding an 
audience for literature.

As a further example of potential 
programming –Tate Gallery hold an extensive 
archive of ‘50’s, 60’s and’70’s pioneering 
British film and video art they are keen to 
showcase. Through digital transfer, the films 

could form an archive easily accessible on 
computer, or showcased on large screen 
projection. Indeed there are hundreds of 
‘virtual’ online databases / collections / 
research resources / interactive programming 
organizations which could be utilized through 
subscription for the Office of Possibility. A few 
key examples:

— The Times digital archive: digitalization 
of every paper produced between 1785 and 
2011

— TATE online: a rich art history / schools 
project resource. Also incorporates ongoing 
interactive programmes for child and adult 
learning

— The British Museum online: key collection 
artefacts plus background information on 
material by in-house experts and curators

— Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) / Cambridge University collaboration 
‘Open Course Ware’: online open learning and 
research resource centre geared towards 
developing digital industries

4.2
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Case Study:  
Ideas Store Tower Hamlets,  
the library model rebooted.

In this multidisciplinary/project and virtual 
activity sense, the Office of Possibility follows 
a similar model to Tower Hamlet’s ‘Idea Store’. 
Idea Stores are more than just a library or a 
place of learning. As well as the traditional 
library service, they offer a wide range of 
adult education classes, along with career 
support, training, meeting areas, cafes and 
arts and leisure pursuits.

After consulting with local residents in the 
largest consultation exercise ever undertaken 
by Tower Hamlets Council it became clear that 
major investment was needed. The message 
from Tower Hamlets’ households taking part in 
London’s most comprehensive opinion survey 
about libraries was stark and simple: they 
wanted a high-quality, modern library service 
which provided a far greater range of services. 
Despite recognising the excellent effort of 
staff on behalf of residents, customers were 
dissatisfied with the quality, location and 
nature of the service they were getting.

The Secretary of State for the Department 
of Culture, Media and Sport, launched the 
groundbreaking Idea Stores concept in April 
1999. Tower Hamlets, unveiled its plans to 
invest £20 million in library and learning 
services at a time when the national trend 
was to decrease funding. The idea became a 
reality in May 2002 when the first, prototype 
Idea Store opened at Bow. 

This was followed by Idea Store Crisp Street 
in July 2004, Idea Store Whitechapel in 
September 2005 and Idea Store Canary Wharf 
in March 2006.

Idea Store Whitechapel funding agencies:
Tower Hamlets Council, Tower Hamlets 
College, UK Online, European Regional 
Development Fund, London Development 
Agency, Cityside Regeneration, Surestart, 
Sainsbury Families Charitable Trusts.

Idea Store Canary Wharf funding agencies:
Tower Hamlets Council, Canary Wharf 
Group, Learning and Skills Council, London 
Metropolitan University, Barclays, Tower 
Hamlets College.

4.2
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