ocial Justice Archive -
Istoric background

BACKGROUND

For more than 150 years, North
Kensington has been at the heart of
campaigns for social justice. In 2022,
a group of local residents proposed
the idea of creating a Social Justice
Archive — a place where these
important stories and community
histories could be preserved and
shared. This year, that vision is
lbbecoming areality.

Kensington & Chelsea Archives &
Local Studies already holds archive
collections that link to social justice
campaigns throughout North
Kensington's history. These stories
are told through historic documents,
photographs, oral histories, written
accounts, artworks, community
posters and more.

The Social Justice Archive at North
Kensington Library aims to make
these archive collections, stories and

experiences accessible within the
heart of North Kensington.

As we begin designing the archive, we
would like to hear from you:

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE THESE

STORIES TO BE SWARED AND
DISPLAYED?

WHICH STORIES, MOVEMENTS, OR
HISTORICAL EVENTS WOULD YOU
LIKE TO SEE REPRESENTED?

Example Archive Materials
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ATTACK ON

The jury system, which offers r‘— =
ordinary working class and Black |
people one of the few chances of
getting some justice within the
British court system is coming
under increasing attack from the
state. The police, High Court
ludges and law makers have |.
|oned their efforts to make sure 4
that juries return the verdicts
they want, and that there Is no
reoccurrence of what happened
in the Bristol Uprising trials and
the Bradford 12 case, when large
numbers of Black people were
found innocent by Juries.

JURY SYSTEM

Recently, as part of this all round
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Social Justice Archive -
project summary

PROJECT TIMELINE

2024 engagement

N Youth Workshop - 8th July 2024: With RBKC's
Youth Council.

N Drop-in session - 18th July 2024: North
Kensington Library and online.

N Full day event - 23rd July 2024: Workshops
on community archives, history of activism,
materials, oral history, access, space, ownership,
governance, and a community history walk.

2 N Drop-in session - 13th September 2024:
% Portobello Market stall.
- N Full day event - 21st September 2024: Summary
© of previous engagement, governance models,
= decolonising archives, digital archiving, art,
culture, activism, and a walk.
N Youth Workshop - 8th October 2024: With
Kensington Aldridge Academy.
2025

N QOctober 2025 - Drop-In community
consultation sessions

N 18th November 2025 - Request for Quotation
North Kensington Library - Social Justice Archive
Project - Design and Consultation published

\\92026

N 26th January 2026 - Jan Kattein appointed for
Design and Consultation services

\9 VE ARE UERE
N 21st March 2026 - Drop-In event O1

N 24th March 2026 - Drop-In event 02

k» N April 2026 - second round of
engagement

design development

k» N June 2026 - public procurement of
building works services

tender period

N July 2026 - appoint fabricator /
contractor

N August 2026 - works start on site

12 weeks construction

. l

000000000000000000000000;
N December 2026 - open to the public :
GO OOOR

1
1
4

ongoing events programme

OO
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DESIGN BRIEF INFORMED BY DROP-IN COMMUNITY CONSULTATION SESSIONS

FURNITURE SHOULD WAVE MULTIPLE

MODES (E.6. A TABLE TUAT CAN ACT
AS DISPLAY, WORKING SURFACE, AND
TEACHING STATION)

Pull out compartments with protected archive inside, or
duplicate maternal

DIGITAL ACCESS SHOULD FEEL APPROACHABLE

AND HUMAN-SCALED RATHER THAN VERY
DOMINANT N THE SPACE.

Simple digital interface as opposed to large digital walls

Full out Compartments with protected archive inside, or

duplicate matenal

\

PARTICIPANTS ASKED FOR “INVITATION
TO EXPLORE™ BUILT INTO THE FURNITURE.

Creative and modular furniture options

THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF
KENSINGTON
AND CHELSEA

WUAT SHOULD THE CORE PRINCIPLES
FOR THE SOCIAL JUSTICE ARCHIVE BE?

NFlexibility

NVisibility of material
NPlayful engagement
NSecure storage

Taller display and storage options to maximise use of
space

Table vitrines, small secure cases, maximise display
oppornunities

THE COMMUNITY STRONGLY FAVOURS
FLEXIBLE, MODULAR FURNITURE THAT CAN

BE MOVED AND RECONFIGURED EASILY

THE COMMUNITY SUGGESTED THE
EXHIBITION SPACES SHOULD USE TABLE
VITRINES / BUILT-IN VITRINES WITHIN
FURNITURE ELEMENTS



Social Justice

Archive

DESIGN

In March 2023, the Royal Borough
of Kensington & Chelsea (RBKC)
published a Key Decision Report
proposing the creation of "an
accessible and community-focused
archive” to document the history of
social justice movements in North
Kensington. The archive will explore
local activism from the 19th century
through to more recent events.

The design presented is an initial
response to the spatial and operational
brief, which was shaped through earlier
consultation events and community
surveys. We would really value your
thoughts on the emerging proposal.
Your feedback will help us refine and
improve the design of the archive.

Historic Photos of North Kensington
Library
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WE WOUDL LIKE TO RESTORE ORIGINAL /
__ UISTORIC FEATURES OF THE LIBRARY IN THE
~ NEW DESIGN. WOULD YOU SUPPORT THIS?
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AND CHELSEA
WOULD YOU FEEL COMFORTABLE USING THE DIGITAL DOES TUE EXHIBITION SPACE fEEL
MEDIA ARCHIVE (N THE LOCATION SHOWN? ENGAGING AND INTERACTIVE?
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WE'RE KEEN TO HEAR YOUR THOUGHTS ON
THE LATEST DESIGN / PROPOSAL...

DOES TUE LAYOUT FEEL ACCESSIBLE AND
EASY TO NAVIGATE?

DOES THE SPACE FEEL WELCOMING AND
APPROACHABLE?





