Social Justice Archive -

historic background

BACKGROUND

For more than 150 years, North
Kensmgton has been at the heart of
campaigns for social justice. In 2022
a group of |local residents proposed '
the idea of creating a Social Justice
Archive — a place where these
important stories and community
histories could be preserved and
shared. This year, that vision is
lbecoming areality.

Kensington & Chelsea Archives &
Local Studies already holds archive
collections that link to social justice
campaigns throughout North
Kensington's history. These stories
are told through historic documents
photographs, oral histories, written '
accounts, artworks, community
posters and more.

The S_.ocial Justice Archive at North
Kensington Library aims to make
these archive collections, stories and

experiences accessible within the
heart of North Kensington.
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ATTACK

The jury system, which

ordinary working class andoBfIf:;l:
people one of the few chances of
g:ltttllanhg ::‘:rr\te Justice within the

system

under increasing attaclksf:oo: ::g
state. The police, High Court
ludges and law makers have
loned their efforts to make sure
that juries return the verdicts
they want, and that there Is no
reoccurrence of what happened
In the Bristol Uprising trials and
the Bradford 12 case, when large
numbers of Black people were
found innocent by juries.

Recently, as part of this all round
attack, Lord Denning published a
book “What Next in The Law”. In
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this book, he made a number of -
racist remarks about Black
people, claiming that they were
unfit to serve on juries. He also
alleged that those Black people
who served on the Jury inthe
Bristol Uprising trial had failed to
convict the Black defendants,
not because they had been
piased in favour of the
defendants and had refused to
look at the evidence in a fair way.

These remarks were meant to
start a campaign aimed at
preventing Black people on trial
from getting juries with Black

packfired when two of the Black
jurors who served on the Bristol
case threatened to sue Denning.
The chief racist was forced to
withdraw his remarks, and issue
a public apology- He also
resigned earlier than he had

planned.

Jude Black
juries in cases
ing Black defendants, also
prought to light the whole question
of the right of the defendant to be
tried by a group of his peers. Over
the last ten years in the face of the

State attack on the Black

community, and the draggingd

bers

pefore the courts of largé numbe
of Black people charged v«{nth
“Affray”, uconspiracy” and similar
harges, 8 great struggle had been

Black people had aright to be tried
by genuinely representative juries.

reflect the composition of the
community  from which  the
defendant came, for example,
people from Brixton could and
should be tried by juries which
were 40% Black. In fact this
principle had been accepted by
the judge in the Bristol Uprising
trial. Obviously, however, the
verdicts which such juries return
do not suit the state, and
continuous  efforts have been
made to get around this principle.

The recent Bradford 12 case is @
good example of this. In the first
place the case wasmoved from
Bradford to Leeds, which hasa
much smaller Asian community,
and despite reassurances to the
defence lawyers that jurors could
be called from Bradford to sit at
Leeds, which has a much smaller
Aslan community, and despite
reassurances to the defence
lawyers that jurors could be called
from Bradford to sit at Leeds, this
in fact was a lie, on the Monday
before the trial there were no Asian
names on the jury panel. On the
actual day of the trial, there was
only one Black on the jury. It was
only after a very hard fight that the
defence managed to get five Black

2
q

Tt
,,7‘/,," 7
1t
fiIn

This meant that the jury should 2

4 T
i
(’/' )
Al

A

Court, yet no jurors are cal {
that court from the Notting Hill
area. Similarly people committed
from Southall go to Kingston
Crown Court, and again the jury
lists for this court include hardly anfp
Black people.

INTERFERENCE

The efforts of defence lawyers to

obtain genuinely representative

juries, have also been consistently

blocked by the State. Before 1975,

it had been the right of every

defendant to objecttoa majority of
any potential jury, namely to seven
out of twelve. However, following
the Cricklewood 12 Trial of that
year, when the effective use of this
right ensured a representative jury
which found the defendants not
guilty, new steps were taken. The
Lord Chancellor's office, without
any public discussjon whatever,
simply reduced the number of
challenges a defendant could
make from seven to three.

There have also been further
evidence of the state interfering
with the jury system to ensure that
the verdicts they want are
returned. It is a well known fact that
the police have been involved In
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juror finds him
large number
fascists on it, which
people, he cannot expo
afterwards. iy
Also, for some months now, at
the Old Bailey relatives have been
banned from the well of the court
and juries have been moved to a
place where they cannot see and
cannot be seen from the public
gallery. -
NEW LAW
Even further, there is at present
bill going through the House 0
parliament, called The Criming
Justice Bill, which is trying t
reduce even more the number ¢
people who can serve on juries.
proposes thatanyone convicted (
an imprisonable offence should k
excluded from Jury Service. Th
would mean that Black peor
convicted of such trumped |
charges as ‘sus’ would no long
be able to serve on a jury.

This all out attack on the i
system will make it even m¢
difficult for ordinary Black peo|
to be found innocent in court, @
for this reason it needs to be fou

against.

ole on the jury.
t ?;arrled on to establish the fact that people J



Social Justice Archive -
project summary

brief building

PROJECT TIMELINE

2024 engagement

N Youth Workshop - 8th July 2024: With RBKC's
Youth Council.

N Drop-in session - 18th July 2024: North
Kensington Library and online.

N Full day event - 23rd July 2024: Workshops
on community archives, history of activism,
materials, oral history, access, space, ownership,
governance, and a community history walk.

N Drop-in session - 13th September 2024:
Portobello Market stall.

N Full day event - 21st September 2024: Summary
of previous engagement, governance models,
decolonising archives, digital archiving, art,
culture, activism, and a walk.

N Youth Workshop - 8th October 2024: With
Kensington Aldridge Academy.

2025

N QOctober 2025 - Drop-In community
consultation sessions

N 18th November 2025 - Request for Quotation
North Kensington Library - Social Justice Archive
Project - Design and Consultation published

\\92026

N 26th January 2026 - Jan Kattein appointed for
Design and Consultation services

\9 N 21st March 2026 - Drop-In event 01

N 24th March 2026 - Drop-In event 02
WE ARE UERE

k» N 25th April 2026 - second round of
engagement

design development

k» N June 2026 - public procurement of
building works services

tender period

N July 2026 - appoint fabricator /
contractor

N August 2026 - works start on site

12 weeks construction

. l

000000000000000000000000;
N December 2026 - open to the public :
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ongoing events programme
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DESIGN BRIEF INFORMED BY DROP-IN COMMUNITY CONSULTATION SESSIONS

Pull out compartments with protacted archive inside, or

duplicate material

Pull out compartments with protected archive inside, or
duplicate matenal

Simple digital interface as opposed to large digital walls

Creative and modular furniture options

“**Consultations held between: 25th April - 9th May
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NFlexibility

NVisibility of material
NPlayful engagement
NSecure storage

space

Table vitrines, small secure cases, maximise display
opportunities
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: QULD YOU fEEL COMFORTABLE USING THE DIGIT ES THE EXUIBITION SPACE fE
ArCh|Ve MEDIA ARCHIVE IN THE ARKANGEMENT SHOWN? NGAGING AND INTERACTIVE?
DE SI GN Visual Precedents / References
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In March 2023, the Royal Borough il
of Kensington & Chelsea (RBKC) e yriine ; PEes e
published a Key Decision Report o mN =4 Wil K
proposing the creation of “an ESEsEs S S ERESEE s s L | i
accessible and community-focused - | i = o m pl il
archive” to document the history of b == B
social justice movements in North i =t
Kensington. The archive will explore Uil P
local activism from the 19th century = S
through to more recent events_ Photo: 71 Studio Bar, Los Angeles Photo: Sensory Lab cafe, Foolscap Studio Photo: unknown

The design presented is an initial
response to the spatial and operational [
brief, which was shaped through earlier
consultation events and community » SR - a2
surveys. We would really value your N X
thoughts on the emerging proposal. R W e
Your feedback will help us refine and
improve the design of the archive.
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Historic Photos of North Kensington
Library

Photo: unknown Photo: unknown
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(22) digital media library
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VEVOULD LIKE T0 RESTOAE ONIGINAL | <l mg;bl~e;m;;hi;§storae \ ETIATRTE 1) R, oo . . .
UISTORIC FEATURES OF TUE LIBRARY IN TUE N7 ,‘ N ; i _—_ -u | storag _ | 3 i ', I ?‘7; | > = Photo: Women in Revolt exhibition chohtic\)/:eJohn Pawson, London Design Museum Photo: © Okano Picard Studio
NEW DESIGN. WOULD YOU SUPPORT THIS? =
. HAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THUE
ATERIALS AND COLOUR CHOICES?
Zo RE KEEN TO UEAR YOUR THOUGHT
TUE LATEST DESIGN / PROPOSAL...
ES THE LAYOUT OF THE ARCHIVE FE
EASY TO NAVIGATE & ACCESSIBLE?
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Isometric View Furniture Design
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VITRINE / PLAN CHEST (4x)

a frame board wlllh F e‘e‘
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mesh display

WOULD YOU PREFER A BUILT-IN TOUCH
SCREEN OR COMPUTER SCREEN?
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DIGITAL ARCHIVE

AND CHELSEA

Materials

DO YOU PREFER NATURAL OR STAINED
PLYWOOD FINISHES?
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Plywood Furniture

Stained Plywood

3

mesh and eurohook
system

WOULD YOU PREFER A TIMBER OR
COLOURFUL LINO FLOOR?

Timber Floor Boards OR

Lino flooring



