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1. Overall assessment and summary

About Childcare Sufficiency Assessments

Our council is required by law to ‘report annually to elected council members on how they
are meeting their duty to secure sufficient childcare, and make this report available and
accessible to parents’. We have prepared this report in order to meet this duty.

Having sufficient childcare means that families are able to find childcare that meets their
child’s learning needs and enables parents to make a real choice about work and training.
This applies to all children from birth to age 14, and to children with disabilities. Sufficiency
is assessed for different groups, rather than for all children in the local authority.

In this report, we have made an assessment of sufficiency using data about the need for
childcare and the amount of childcare available. The data has been updated from the
2018/19 report where possible but in-borough surveys of providers and parents planned
for Spring 2020 were disrupted due to Covid-19.

We use information about childcare sufficiency to plan our work supporting the local
childcare economy.’



Overall sufficiency in our area

Take-up of Free Early Education in Kensington and Chelsea has continued to rise year on
year, with a large recent increase in the percentage of targeted two-year-olds taking up a
place. The percentage of two-year-olds benefitting from the entitlement in Spring 2020 was
well above the averages for London or England.

Take-up of early education entitlements among three- and four-year-olds remains above
the average for Inner London but, like most of London, is below the national average for
England overall.

Very few childminders currently provide funded early education. This may be because the
available funding per hour is less than prices typically charged by childminders.

The quality of childcare in the borough, as measured by Ofsted ratings, overall compares
favourably with Inner and Greater London. All state and private nursery provision was
rated Good or Outstanding as at 31st March 2020. The percentage of childminders rated
Good or Outstanding has dropped below the Inner London average, however, this is
based on a relatively small number of inspected childminders.

The population of children in the borough is expected generally to remain similar or fall
over the next few years. Therefore, no imminent increase in demand due to population
change is expected.

Our plans for childcare

Many of our intended actions previously planned for 2020 have had to be put on hold while
the local authority has been supporting families and childcare providers through the
unexpected situation caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.

In the short term, the local authority’s focus for childcare providers has been on supporting
them through the new restrictions, regulations, and requirements that have been imposed
during 2020. This includes helping with providers’ understanding and awareness of the
changing rules week by week, supporting distribution of Personal Protective Equipment to
settings, and ensuring that vulnerable children are able to find a suitable nursery provision.
The local authority has also managed the new, weekly collection of attendance data from
settings, as mandated by central government.

Later in the 2020/21 financial year, the local authority will focus on recovery and
supporting the childcare sector’s return to sustainability. This may mean an increased
emphasis on business support around settings that may be experiencing financial
difficulties.



2 Demand for childcare

Population of early years children
In total, there were an estimated 7,172 children under the age of five living in our local
authority in mid-2019. These children may require early years childcare.

Numbers by age

Age Number of children
Age 0 1,418
Age 1 1,387
Age 2 1,458
Age 3 1,461
Age 4* 1,448

* Some four-year-olds will have started reception

Population of school age children

In total there are 8,798 children aged 5-11, and 3,892 children aged 12-14 living in our
local authority. These children may require childcare before and after school, and/or during
the school holidays.

Numbers by age

Age Number of children
Age 5 1,440
Age 6 1,406
Age 7 1,488
Age 8 1,498
Age 9 1,482
Age 10 1,475
Age 11 1,449
Age 12 1,389
Age 13 1,292
Age 14 1,211

Number of children with special educational needs and disabilities

Children with special education needs and disabilities (SEND) are entitled to support with
childcare up to the age of 18 (age 14 for children who do not have a special need or
disability). The number of children with an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan in our
local authority is:

Age Number of children
Under 5 37
5-10 235
11-15 208
16-19 118




Children’s needs change over time and are identified at different ages. Among the
youngest children, SEND may only be identified when they start in childcare or school, and
it can take some time from problems being identified to an EHC plan being issued. It is
therefore possible that the number of children with SEND aged 0-4 is an underestimate.
Some children have SEN but do not have an EHC plan.

Characteristics of children in our area

In Kensington and Chelsea, 72% of children under sixteen are estimated to be from UK
Ethnic Minority groups in 2020, slightly below the overall level of 75% across Inner
London. However, a high proportion of the children from minority groups are from White
ethnic backgrounds. Kensington and Chelsea has the highest proportion of children from
White minority groups (31%) of any London borough and the lowest proportion of children
from BAME backgrounds among boroughs in Inner London.

Ethnic breakdown of children under sixteen (mid-2020)

Kensington and Chelsea Inner London
Asian, Black, Asian, Black,
Mixed, and White British Mixed, and White British

28% Other ethnicities
(BAME)
61%

Other ethnicities 25%
(BAME)

41%

White
minority
groups
14%

White minority

groups
31%

Estimates from GLA Demography Ethnic groups projections (2016-round Central Trend)

According to the 2011 Census, the religion most commonly observed in the borough is
Christianity, with 53% of dependent children recorded as being Christian. This is similar to
the proportion of children in England (51%) and higher than the London average of 44%.
The next most common religion is Islam, recorded for 17% of children in the borough,
slightly lower than the London average of 20%. Among establishments with nursery
classes on the Get Information About Schools website, 21% of those in Kensington and
Chelsea are described as having a Christian religious character, compared to 23% in
England and 17% in London. These establishments primarily represent state-funded
provision, and individual neighbourhoods may not all be well matched, but there does not
appear to be an over-provision of faith schools in the borough overall.



From the 2019 ONS Annual Population Survey, the proportion of households in
Kensington and Chelsea without employment was higher than the average for London
overall. However, among households with dependent children the proportion that are
workless was closer to the London average. Sample sizes for children in individual
boroughs are small but the data suggest that the proportion of children affected by
worklessness was also broadly similar to London overall in 2019. Around 13% of children
under 16 in the borough were thought to be living in workless households, compared to
9% in London overall, and 40% were in households with mixed employment (i.e., some
adults not working), compared to 41% across London.

The median weekly pay for full time workers in Kensington and Chelsea was around £912
in April 2019 compared to £700 in London overall. Half of all full time workers earn more
than this median value.

The Indices of Deprivation in England, last updated in 2019, include the Income
Deprivation Affecting Children Index (IDACI) that measures the proportion of children in
each area who are subject to income deprivation. Overall, 13% of children under 16 in the
borough were estimated to be subject to income deprivation. However, deprivation is not
evenly distributed geographically. The proportion of children in deprivation is low in the
majority of the borough’s wards, with notable exceptions in the north of the borough:
Golborne, Notting Dale, Dalgarno, Colville, and St Helen’s wards. Smaller pockets of
significant deprivation also exist in the south and along the western edge of the borough,
for example in Chelsea Riverside ward.



Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index 2019

Deprivation rank relative to national for areas within the Royal Borough of
Kensington and Chelsea
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Changes to population of children in our area

The table below shows estimates for the child population of the borough over time, as
calculated by the Greater London Authority’s Demography team. The way in which these

estimates are calculated changed in 2018 and therefore these figures may differ

substantially from figures presented in the 2017/18 report. Previous population estimates

for the number of children in London are thought to be generally too high.

Age band 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
0-4 7,400 7,200 7,000 6,900 6,800
5-10 9,000 8,800 8,600 8,400 8,200
11-15 6,500 6,600 6,600 6,600 6,600
16-19 4,700 5,100 5,200 5,300 5,400
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3 Supply of childcare

Number of early years providers and places
In total, there are 127 childcare providers in our local authority, offering a maximum of
3,703 early years childcare places:

Type of provision Number of Number of registered

providers places
Childminders* 31 173
Nursery classes in schools 21 542
Maintained nursery schools 4 217
Private, voluntary and independent 71 2,771
nurseries

The data in this table was correct on: 31 March 2020
* Some childminder places may also be available for older children.

For private, voluntary and independent nurseries and childminders, the number of
registered places represents the maximum number of children who can be on the
premises at any given time. In practice, many providers choose to operate below their
number of registered places.

Children may attend childcare full time or part time. This table records places for children
who are attending full time, or for as many hours as the setting is open. In some cases,
two or more children attending part time may use one full time equivalent place. For
example, one child may attend in the morning and one child may attend in the afternoon.

10
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Number of registered places

Types of Early Years provider and total places

71 PVI nurseries with 2,771 places

21 Schools with nursery classes, with 542 places

31 Childminders with 173 places

4 Maintained nursery schools with 217 places

Number of providers of each type

Number of school age providers and places
In total, there are 37 providers of childcare for school age children during term time, and

11

27 providers of childcare for school age children during the holidays. There are also many
childminders who may provide care for school age children

Type of provision Number of Number of registered

providers places
Breakfast club — primary school 18 377
After-school club — primary school 29 571
Breakfast club — secondary school 1 20
After-school club — secondary school 13 192
Holiday club 27 698

Tracking supply of childcare for school age children is difficult because not all of this type

of provision is registered with Ofsted. It is possible that we have under-counted the
provision of breakfast and afterschool clubs and holiday clubs. Parents may also use

provision which is not considered ‘childcare’, for example sports or arts clubs after school

or in the holidays.



12

4 Funded early education

Introduction to funded early education
Some children are entitled to free childcare, funded by the government. These
entitlements are for 38 weeks per year.

e All children aged 3 and 4 are entitled to 15 hours per week until they start reception
class in school

e Children aged 3 and 4 where both parents are working, or from lone parent families
where that parent is working, are entitled to 30 hours per week until they start reception
class in school*

e Children aged 2 whose families receive certain benefits (including low income families
in receipt of in-work benefits), or those who meet additional non-economic criteria , are
entitled to 15 hours per week. Nationally, about 40% of 2 year olds are entitled to this
offer, but the proportion varies by area.

Parents do not have to use all the hours of their funded entitlement. They may choose to
split them between providers. With the agreement of their provider, parents may also
spread them across the year — for example, rather than taking 15 hours for 38 weeks a
year they could take just under 12 hours for 48 weeks a year.

Proportion of 2-year-old children entitled to funded early education
In our local authority, 16% of 2 year olds are entitled to funded early education. This
equates to around 230 children per year in 2020.

Take up of funded early education
The proportion of eligible children taking up their funded place (for at least some of the
available hours) in our local authority is:

Age % of eligible
children

Age 2 79%
Age 3 and 4 81%
3 year olds 84%

4 year olds 7%

The data in this table is based on Department for Education data in January 2020

3- and 4-year-old extended entitlement applications

Parents who think they are entitled to a 30 hour extended hours place apply for this online
through the Government’s Childcare Support website. The same website is used to apply
for tax free childcare and parents can apply for either or both. If a parent is eligible, the

1 Available to families where each parent (or one parent in a single adult household) are earning the
equivalent of working sixteen hours per week on the minimum wage


https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-and-education-for-2-to-4-year-olds
https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-2-year-olds-benefits
https://www.childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk/par/app/invitedtotrial
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system creates a code which they can use with their chosen childcare provider. If they are
ineligible, they will still be entitled to the universal 15 hours of early education and
childcare.

In the table below, figures for families who “Applied for a place” are for the Local Authority
where the child resides (i.e., residents of RBKC), whereas “Accessing a place” are for the
Local Authority where provision was taken up. Thus, the number accessing a place can be
higher than the number applying (percentage greater than 100) if providers in the Local
Authority have more children coming in from other boroughs than residents taking up
provision elsewhere.

Step Number of families % of families
applying
Applied for a place yed e
340 124%
Accessing a place

The data in this table is based on Department for Education data of Summer 2019 (the last
data published regarding this statistic).

Providers offering funded early education places

Providers are paid directly by government for delivering funded early education. They are
not required to offer them to parents, but of course parents may choose to use a different
provider if they do not. Some providers offer a restricted number of funded places.

Type of provision Number of Age2 Age3and4 Age3and4

providers  targeted universal 15 extended 30

hours hours

Childminders 1 1 100% 100%

Nursery classes in schools 21 10% 100% 76%

Maintained nursery schools 4 25% 100% 100%

Private, voluntary and 65 29% 98% 42%
independent nurseries

Comparing take up of funded early education over time
Age 2020 2019 2018
Age 2 — targeted 79% 72% 71%
Age 3 and 4 81% 80% 80%




Take up of free early education entitlements over time
in Kensingtonand Chelsea
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Age RBKC Inner London London England
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5 Prices

We did not survey early years providers in Spring 2020 as we had in Spring 2019.
Therefore, the information below shows the average prices for Spring 2019, as included in
the 2018/19 Childcare Sufficiency Assessment. Until it is once again practical and
meaningful to survey providers on their prices and provision, these remain our latest
available estimate of prices that might be expected in Kensington and Chelsea.

Prices of early school years childcare

For early years childcare outside the funded entitlements, we report on average prices per
hour, reported to us by settings.? There may be variations to prices based on the number
of hours a family uses, with reductions for longer hours, or discounts for sibling groups.
There may be additional payments for additional services, e.g. lunch and other meals
which are not included in these prices.

Price per hour Private, voluntary School and Childminders
and independent maintained nursery
nurseries schools which
make charges to
parents
0 and 1 year olds £15.13 Not available Not available
2 year olds £14.72 Not available Not available
3 and 4 year olds £13.31 Not available Not available

Prices of school age childcare

For school age children during term time, we report on average prices before school per
day, after school per day. For holiday childcare, we report on holiday club prices per week.
We do not have average cost information for childminding.

Setting and price unit Price
Breakfast club per day £2.50
After-school club per day £5.20
Holiday club per week £360

We also identified 18 childcare provisions for school age children that are offered free of
charge. Some of these have restricted entry, such as after school clubs for children
already attending the school. These free provisions are not included in the average costs
shown above.

2 Details of how we collect this data are in the methodology section below
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6 Quality of childcare in our area

Ofsted inspection grades

All childcare providers must register with and be inspected by Ofsted, who give them an
overall grade for the quality of their provision. Childminders and private and voluntary
providers are on the Early Years Register, and schools and standalone maintained nursery
schools are on the Schools register. The grades for both registers are equivalent. Schools
with nurseries have an overall inspection grade for the whole school and most also have a
separate early years grade.

Both schools and early years providers have four possible Ofsted grades: ‘outstanding’,
‘good’, ‘requires improvement’, and ‘inadequate’.®> Some providers are still awaiting their
first full inspection. These providers are excluded from our calculation.

Nursery classes in independent schools do not generally have an Ofsted grade.

Type of provision Total number of % achieving good or

inspected providers outstanding
Childminders 21 81%
Nursery classes in schools * 21 100%
Maintained nursery schools 4 100%
Private and voluntary nurseries 54 100%
Total 100 96%

* early years grade if available, otherwise overall school grade

Latest Ofsted outcomes at 31 March 2020

[ Outstanding [ Good Requires improvement El Inadequate

Chimindrs (21

Nursery classes in schools (21)

Maintained nursery schools (4) 100%

PVI nurseries (54) 33%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

3 For more information see https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/about-our-inspection-reports


https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/about-our-inspection-reports

Providers with met/not met grade
When providers do not have any children on site at the time of their first inspection, they
are given an Ofsted grade of ‘met’ or ‘not met’. This shows whether they are meeting the
requirements for Ofsted registration, and usually happens when new providers are being
set up. At 31st March 2020, there were six early years providers with a 'met’ grade and

three with a 'not met' grade.

Comparing inspection grades over time

% of providers ‘good’ or 2020 2019 2018

‘outstanding’

Childminders 81% 91% 75%

Nursery classes in schools 100% 100% 100%

Maintained nursery schools 100% 100% 100%

Private and voluntary nurseries 100% 96% 96%

Total 96% 96% 91%
Comparisons to other local authorities

% of providers ‘good’ RBKC Inner London London  England

or ‘outstanding’

Childminders 81% 92% 93% 96%

Nursery classes in 100% 97% 96% 91%

schools

Maintained nursery 100% 86% 97% 98%

schools

Private and voluntary 100% 98% 98% 97%

nurseries
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8 Methodology

Number of children: based on GLA population projections from the London Data Store
(2018-based projections for mid-2019)

Children with EHC plans: based on national statistics re Education, health and care
plans published by the DfE.

Supply of childcare: based on published data regarding registrations with Ofsted, who
regulate early years provision in schools and childcare provision.

Funded early education: data on take up of funded early education entitlements is
based on the Early Years and Schools Censuses, which are taken every January and
published by the Department for Education in the statistical collection Education
provision: children under five years of age. Data on entitlement to a funded early
education place for 2 year olds is provided by the Department for Work and Pensions.
Price of childcare: A survey of PVI providers in Spring 2019 requested information
about average hourly prices. For schools that provided termly costs, an estimate for the
equivalent hourly cost based on published term dates and length of school day/session
has been used.

Quiality of childcare: data on inspection outcomes is taken from provider-level
information published by Ofsted. This report uses the latest full or NCOR inspection
result for each setting.



9 Appendices

Website analytics from the Family Information Service
Page views in each month of 2019/20

Top ten most-viewed content pages on
RBKC Family Information Service

Contact Us

Oratory RC Primary School (Kensington & Chelsea)

St Quintin Centre for Disabled Children and Young

People

SEN Support Toolkit

The Acorn Nursery School

South Locality Offer

Free early learning for two-year-olds

What's on

North Locality Offer

Coronavirus Advice for all early years providers,

schools and further education providers

Apr

May Jun

Jul

Aug Sep Oct

222 279 218 281 212 329 272

174

184

59

174

213

167

110

183

251

164

79

168

286

188

148

199

201

232

115

143

270

190

141

222

138

299

101

118

279

245

202

211

148

201

85

72

234

170

136

175

355

202

146

218

363

271

87

317

353

208

193

162

251

239

140

250

Nov

247

296

246

269

164

262

218

135

231

Dec

179

208

201

149

127

212

182

121

161

Jan

288

285

233

309

220

319

245

146

298

Feb

271

171

206

333

184

204

255

134

209

250

159

100

257
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198

83

150
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FIS advice pages relating to childcare and Page views in each month of 2019/20 Total

early education entitlements Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar

30 Hours Early Education and Childcare for Three
and Four-year-olds (Extended Entitlement)

123 143 119 144 118 153 102 119 94 121 88

Free nursery education for three and four-year-olds 129 142 106 114 84 161 124 127 109. 155 114

Childcare Sufficiency Assessment (CSA) 47 63 44 50 49 - 58 68 52 56 66 32 585

Providers Offering 30 Hours Free Childcare 37 - - - 38 - - - 34 53 39 29 230

|
|

The Family Information Service website is a key information resource for families, and pages relating to Free Early Education and nursery
provision are among the most visited on the site.



Ward-level provider information — Spring 2020

Ward Population | Number of Early Years childcare Number of Early Years places Number of children
under five | providers entitled to Free Early
in 2019 Education
Child- | Nursery | Maintained PVI Child- | Nursery | Maintained PVI 2 year olds 3-4 year
minders | classes nursery | nurseries | minders | classes nursery | nurseries (targeted) olds
in schools in schools
schools schools

Abingdon 580 X 0 0 8 5 0 0 274 16 250
Brompton & Hans Town 470 0 1 0 2 0 23 0 105 6 190
Campden 650 X 0 0 6 5 0 0 260 X 300
Chelsea Riverside 470 0 1 1 2 0 21 70 87 30 200
Colville 460 X 1 0 4 6 60 0 168 19 180
Courtfield 550 0 1 0 1 0 14 0 64 X 210
Dalgarno 400 7 1 0 3 39 25 0 102 31 140
Earl's Court 450 X 1 0 1 5 26 0 48 7 180
Golborne 390 7 4 2 6 39 115 72 184 34 140
Holland 500 0 1 0 4 0 28 0 126 10 210
Norland 340 X 2 0 3 12 46 0 164 X 130
Notting Dale 390 X 1 1 3 18 21 75 95 39 160
Pembridge 300 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 238 5 110
Queen's Gate 440 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 166 X 180
Redcliffe 580 4 2 0 3 24 60 0 63 5 240
Royal Hospital 420 X 2 0 4 8 30 0 140 4 170
St. Helen's 340 X 2 0 5 12 55 0 153 6 140
Stanley 530 0 1 0 6 0 18 0 335 9 230

The population figures for ages 3—4 and under-5s in the table above are taken from ONS Population Estimates for mid-2019 and the totals differ from
the GLA Population Projections for the borough used in the main report. GLA projections may be more accurate than these estimates but are not
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available at ward level in Kensington and Chelsea. Population figures are rounded to the nearest ten but should not be taken as accurate to that level of
precision.

An “X” represents three or fewer individuals. These small numbers are suppressed to protect confidentiality.






