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Overall assessment and summary

About Childcare Sufficiency Assessments

Our council is required by law to ‘report annually to elected council members on how they
are meeting their duty to secure sufficient childcare and make this report available and
accessible to parents’. We have prepared this report to meet this duty.

Having sufficient childcare means that families can find childcare that meets their child’s
learning needs and enables parents to make a real choice about work and training. This
applies to all children from birth to age 14, and to children with disabilities. Sufficiency is
assessed for different groups, rather than for all children in the local authority.

In this report, we have made an assessment of sufficiency using data about the need for
childcare and the amount of childcare available. We use information about childcare
sufficiency to plan our work supporting the local childcare economy.

Overall sufficiency in our area

The analysis in this report relates primarily to the financial year 2023/24, from April 2023 to
March 2024, with annual snapshot information based on Spring Term 2024. Some
highlights from our findings are:

e The 2021 Census showed a large reduction in the number of young children in the
borough, particularly those under five, since 2011. The population of school age
children (ages 5-15) is projected to continue falling over the next five years.

e Socio-economically, Kensington and Chelsea’s families appear strongly skewed
towards higher and intermediate managerial, administrative and professional
occupations.

e Total childcare capacity in the borough overall appears sufficient to meet demand
among the borough population but there is disparity between the available places and
geographical distribution of residents.

o Residents in the Dalgarno, Abingdon, and Earls Court wards, in particular, are
likely to have to travel further to find suitable provision.

e Our snapshot of providers in Autumn 2023 suggested there were slightly more
vacancies than in the previous year, particularly for three- and four-year-olds.

e The range of childcare costs in the borough remains very wide, with typical costs
currently appearing slightly higher for two-year-olds than for three- and four-year-olds.

e Take-up of the entitlements to Free Early Education in Kensington and Chelsea
remains much higher than in Inner London generally.

e The number of families taking advantage of entittements for working families and Tax-
Free Childcare continues to increase.



The quality of childcare in the borough, as assessed by Ofsted, remains very high, with
only one registered early years provider graded as Requiring Improvement.

Among families with children attending Kensington and Chelsea schools, the main
barrier to using wraparound childcare outside school hours was the cost.



Local Authority plans

Review of our plans from 2022/23

Below are the key areas of focus identified in our last annual report.

Our actions

Changes and effects

Area of focus: Developing readiness/capacity for the new entitlements to free

early education coming in 2024

Ensuring software systems were updated
to support the new entitlement validation
and funding claims.

Providing additional communications and
advice to providers regarding the new
entitlements.

Encouraging providers who do not offer
state-funded places to consider joining
the funding schemes.

Raising awareness of the current and new

among families

Running Childcare Information
Roadshows to help raise awareness of
government support towards childcare
costs.

Attending school and children’s centre
coffee mornings to help explain offers to
parents.

Rolling out an updated version and
redesign of the Family Information
Service website (now known as the
Family Information Hub) to improve
accessibility and the range of information
available to families.

Hosting a ‘families with children under 5’
themed event providing information about
the funded offers and other local support
available in collaboration with key
services and partners.

128 Eligibility codes were issued in Spring
2024 and 105 two-year-olds took up the
new entitlement for working families in
Summer 2024.

40 Providers delivered the new entitlement
in Summer 2024.

free early education entitlements

Take-up among three- and four-year-olds
continued to rise, to 93% in Spring 2024
from 90% in 2023, in contrast to the trend
in Inner London generally.

Take-up among disadvantaged two-year-
olds fell to 71% in Spring 2024, similar to
levels in 2021. As numbers eligible
continue to fall, this change was
equivalent to seventeen fewer children
than in 2023.



Increase awareness of the entitlements and use of Tax-Free Childcare

Details regarding the benefits and access
to Tax-Free Childcare accounts were
shared at roadshows and other outreach
activities alongside information about the
other early education entitlements.

The number of families using Tax-Free
Childcare continued to rise in 2023/24 to
230 from 205 in 2022/23.

Develop plans with schools to support provision of wraparound childcare in the

borough.

Recruiting a Strategic Transformation
Lead to manage roll out of the
Government’s new wraparound
programme in the borough.

Identifying potential school clusters and
reaching out to schools to understand
issues relating to provision and take-up of
childcare out of school hours.

Surveying families to gauge demand and
identify barriers to taking up wraparound
provision.

Improving information about out-of-school
provision on the FIS website.

Discussions held with Headteachers and
Governors regarding wraparound
childcare and partnership working
developed between some schools.

Some early adopter schools have already
expanded provision (including working
with other schools) prior to the national
rollout.

Delivery Plans were submitted to DfE to
request funding so schools can begin
expansion from Autumn Term 2024.

153 responses to family survey relating to
borough schools provide a useful picture
of demand and issues with wraparound
childcare.



Our plans for 2024/25

The Early Education and Childcare Service continues to support childcare providers with
advice, information, and training. Relevant information is distributed via email and we run
regular virtual forums to share information and promote networking.

Families in the borough continue to be supported with up-to-date information on the Family
Information Hub website and via telephone support. Individuals can get specific advice for
childcare entitlement applications, finding a place, or regarding special educational needs.

Some key areas of focus for the Local Authority over the next year will be:

Developing readiness/capacity for the new entitlements to free early education coming
in September 2024 and in 2025;

Continue raising awareness of the current and new free early education entittements
and Tax-Free Childcare among families;

Deliver plans with schools to increase and improve wraparound childcare options in the
borough;

Out of School Provision focused on early years, SEND provision, and holiday provision,
in addition to the DfE wraparound programme;

Working closely with schools to deliver the government’s plans on introducing early
years provision in school buildings;

Working with schools to deliver the government’s programme on free breakfast clubs.

Public outreach activities to promote the free early education entitlements and support
families will continue, and we will be working closely with schools in the borough to deliver
new and ongoing national initiatives.



Population and demand

Population estimates and projections

Nationally and in London, population estimates and projections are still being updated to
reflect the results of the 2021 Census and a complete, consistent picture of the past,
current, and projected future early years population is not yet available.

Except where otherwise stated, we use the population estimates for mid-2022 from the
Office for National Statistics (ONS) to approximate the current population. These are the
latest figures available at time of writing that reflect the 2021 Census.

Population by age of child

In total, there are around 6,232 children under the age of five living in our local authority.
These children may require early years childcare.

Age Number of children
Age 0 1,417
Age 1 1,237
Age 2 1,152
Age 3 1,253
Age 4* 1,173

* Some four-year-olds will have started reception

In total there are around 7,588 children aged 5-11, and 3,784 children aged 12-14 living
in our local authority. These children may require childcare before and after school, and/or
during the school holidays.

Age Number of children
Age 5 1,242
Age 6 1,206
Age 7 1,234
Age 8 1,273
Age 9 1,261
Age 10 1,299
Age 11 1,315
Age 12 1,244
Age 13 1,347
Age 14 1,193




Changes to population of children in our area

The table below compares the child population of the borough between the 2001, 2011,
and 2021 Censuses. Between national Censuses, population counts must be estimated
using mathematical models based on other available data such as GP registrations rather
than by directly counting residents.

There has been a dramatic reduction in the early years population over the ten years from
2011 with around 33% fewer children under five in 2021 than in 2011. There was also a

substantial fall in the number of children aged five to nine. This large reduction in the early
years was not fully reflected in population models that were used between 2011 and 2022.

Age band 2001 2011 2021
0-4 9,953 9,189 6,171
5-9 7,643 7,614 6,364
10-14 6,093 6,442 6,484
15-19 6,397 6,475 6,707

The table below shows estimates for the future child population of the borough. These
projections, from the Greater London Authority, are now based on population estimates
following the 2021 census, however, uncertainty is always present when looking to the
future.

The Early Years population (ages 0—4) is projected to remain similar over the next five
years, while school age populations (ages 5—-15) are expected to continue declining.

Age band 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028
04 6,100 6,100 6,100 6,100 6,100
5-10 7,200 7,000 6,800 6,700 6,500
11-15 6,100 5,900 5,800 5,700 5,600
16-19 5,700 5,700 5,600 5,500 5,500




Number of children with special educational needs and disabilities

Children with special education needs and disabilities (SEND) are entitled to support with
childcare up to the age of 18 (age 14 for children who do not have SEND). The numbers of
children with an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan in our local authority are below.
Many other children may have special educational needs or disabilities that do not require
an EHC plan and are not included in the numbers below.

Age Number of children with EHC Plans

2022 2023 2024
0—-4 31 29 41
5-10 268 274 287
11-15 249 262 264
16-19 130 137 144

Children’s needs change over time and are identified at different ages. Among the
youngest children, educational needs may only be identified once they start attending
childcare or school, and it can take some time from problems being identified to an EHC
plan being issued. Thus, we would expect the number of children aged 0—4 with EHC
plans to be smaller than the numbers of primary or secondary age children with plans.



Characteristics of children and families in our area

The 2021 Census provides an opportunity to review the other contextual characteristics of
the population of the borough. Below we summarize the overall make-up of the borough by
ethnic group, religion, main language, and socio-economic classification. (This section
repeats the content of our 2022/23 report.)

Ethnicity

In Kensington and Chelsea, 70% of children under sixteen were recorded as being from
UK Ethnic Minority groups in the 2021 Census, slightly below the overall level of 73%
across Inner London. However, a high proportion of the children from minority groups are
from White ethnic backgrounds. Kensington and Chelsea has the highest proportion of
children from White minority groups (26%) of any London borough and the lowest
proportion of children from Asian, Black, or Mixed ethnic groups among boroughs in Inner
London.

Ethnic breakdown of children under sixteen (2021 Census)

M White British White minority groups Asian, Black, Mixed, and Other ethnic groups

Newham
Tower Hamlets
Westminster
Southwark
Lambeth

Camden

Kensington and Chelsea

Lewisham

Haringey

Hackney

Hammersmith and Fulham
Islington

City of London

Wandsworth



Main languages

A majority of people over the age of three were recorded as speaking English as their
main language in the 2021 Census: 76% of Kensington and Chelsea residents, compared
to 91% across England.

Among the 24% who specified something other than English as their main language, the
largest groups were western and southern European languages and Arabic. However, a
great many different languages are spoken in the borough and even the second most
common, French, was spoken by fewer than 4% of residents. The top ten languages are
shown below.

Top ten main languages of Kensington and Chelsea residents in 2021 Census

FraIE Engist er e n e

French 3.4%

Spanish 26%

2.5%

Other European language (EU): ltalian

Arabic 2.3%

Portuguese 1.3%

Russian 1.0%

Main language (detailed) (95 categories)

East Asian language: All other Chinese 09%

East Asian language: Tagalog or Filipinc § 0.8%

Other European language (EU): German I 0.7%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
Percentage of population aged 3+

Religion

More children under sixteen in Kensington and Chelsea were recorded as Christian in the
2021 Census than any other group, making up 47% of the under-sixteen population. The
next largest groups were those of No religion and Muslim.

Compared to Inner London overall, Kensington and Chelsea had a higher proportion of
children recorded as Christian, and a lower proportion of children recorded as Muslim.



Religions of children under sixteen (2021 Census)

@ Kensington and Chelsea @ Inner London

Christian

No religion

Muslim

Mot answered

Jewish

Hindu

Religion (10 categories)

Other religion

0%
Buddhist
0%
_ 0%
Sikh
0%
0% 20% 40%

Percentage in area

Socio-economic classification

The Office for National Statistics has generated the “Approximated Social Grade” socio-
economic classification for households in the 2021 Census. This is a model created by the
Market Research Society and is based on census data such as occupation, employment
status, qualifications, and number of people and vehicles in the household. This sort of
classification may be relevant for gauging consumer attitudes, for example, likelihood of
taking up different childcare options.



The ONS Census data includes four grades:
e AB: higher and intermediate managerial, administrative and professional occupations
(making up 23.3% of UK population)

e C1: supervisory, clerical, and junior managerial, administrative and professional
occupations (32.8% of UK)

e (C2: skilled manual occupations (21.3% of UK)

e DE: semi-skilled and unskilled manual occupations, unemployed and lowest grade
occupations (22.6% of UK)

The “Approximated Social Grade of family reference persons” graph below illustrates the
distribution of these social grades among households with dependent children.

Approximated Social Grade of family reference persons in 2021 Census

=AB =C1 c2 DE

Kensington and Chelsea has a much larger proportion of families classified in the AB
(higher managerial, and professional occupations) category than either in England overall
or in Inner London generally. The proportion of families classified as either C2 (skilled
manual occupations) or DE (semi-skilled manual occupations etc., or unemployed) is lower
than both the Inner London and England averages.



Supply of childcare

Number of early years providers and places

In total, there are 118 childcare providers in our local authority, offering a maximum of
3,790 early years childcare places:

Type of provision Number of Number of registered

providers places
Childminders* 22 120
Nursery classes in schools 20 468
Maintained nursery schools 3 209
Private, voluntary and independent 73 2993
nurseries

The data in this table was correct on: 31 March 2024

Types of Early Years provider and total places

A

73 PVI nurseries with 2,993 places

20 Schools with nursery classes, with 468 places

. @ 22 Childminders with 120 places

Number of registered places

3 Maintained nursery schools with 209 places

Y

Number of providers of each type

For private, voluntary and independent nurseries and childminders, the number of
registered places represents the maximum number of children who can be on the
premises at any given time. In practice, many providers choose to operate below their
number of registered places. Conversely the number of places available in schools is
based on current roll counts and many schools may have capacity to accept more children
than estimated above.



Early years vacancies

Vacancy rates are a snapshot, and often change rapidly. In some cases, providers may
have a vacancy which is only available for a specific age group, or for a particular part time
arrangement.

From our survey of childminders and private early years settings in Autumn 2023, we have
some information that may represent the level of vacancy rates across the borough.

Note that the “average number of places” is included so that we can compare different age
groups even though the number of providers responding is different. We can see that
vacancies were more common for three- and four-year-olds (average 4.0) than for two-
year-olds (average 2.7). However, these averages are not representative of the number of
vacancies that might be expected at any individual provider because the total capacity of
providers varies a great deal. Most providers with vacancies only had one or a small
number of vacancies, and a small number of larger providers had larger numbers of
vacancies.

Age group Survey results

Under two Of 12 providers who responded, 58% had vacancies, with
an average of 3.0 available.

Two-year-olds Of 19 providers who responded, 58% had vacancies, with
an average of 2.7 available.

Three- and four-year-olds  Of 20 providers who responded, 80% had vacancies, with
an average of 4.0 available.

We asked providers whether they felt that they had more or fewer vacancies than usual for
the time of year and the 23 who answered were skewed slightly more towards fewer
vacancies than the respondents last year.

Year of Fewer vacancies than About the same as More vacancies than
survey usual usual usual
2022/23 22% 42% 36%

2023/24 30% 48% 22%




Supply vs demand for childcare places

The Department for Education’s Childcare and Early Years Survey of Parents in 2023
found that nationally around 63% of children under five had used formal childcare
(including after-school or holiday clubs, nannies and babysitters, as well as nursery
classes and childminders). A total of 72% had used either formal or informal childcare (e.g.
relatives, friends, or neighbours). Among families that did not use any childcare, most
(95%) did so by choice, suggesting that a typical level of demand for formal childcare
nationally may be around 65% of the population.

From our section on population estimates (p9), the population of under-fives in 2024 is
projected to be around 6,100. For comparison, the total number of available school-time
childcare places registered with Ofsted (p15) in March 2024 was 3,790. Thus, the borough
currently has registered childcare places sufficient for at least around 62% of the under-
five population.

These registered places do not represent all the “formal childcare” available in the borough
(in the meaning of the DfE survey). For example, figures do not include independent
schools not registered with Ofsted, nannies, or childminders registered through an agency.
Furthermore, figures for state school nursery classes are based on current take-up and
true capacity is likely to be higher.

Therefore, overall places appear likely to be more than sufficient to meet a typical level of
demand in our population. However, access to childcare is not evenly shared across the
borough.

We will evaluate geographical distribution of supply vs demand below. In addition, cost
and suitability of hours remain potential barriers to families taking up places.



Neither the population nor childcare providers are evenly distributed across the borough. The maps below show the population
under five living in each area of the borough according to the 2021 Census and Early Years childcare providers in and around
the borough. The size of the circle for each provider indicates the number of places available?.

Provider location @ Kensington and Chelsea @ Out-borough

Population under five 2021

Population in area 0 - 101

(P

=

;ﬁ Early Years Chlldcare prowders 2024

mo"dpcau\ [R215] ‘e, ,

1 Childminders are not shown on this map to preserve confidentiality but in-borough childminders are included in our analysis.



Accessibility of childcare by area

We use the 2021 Census population of under-fives above to represent potential demand
for childcare places against providers within one mile?. Taking the estimated capacity of
registered providers to represent potential places, we calculate the number of potential
places readily accessible per child in each area. The map below shows the average
childcare accessibility across the borough using a population weighted average for slightly
larger areas. The darker, redder areas are those where families are likely to have to travel
further to secure suitable early years childcare.

Average accessible childcare places for under fives

Places per child 0.37- 0.70

0.50

The areas with the least access to nearby childcare on this measure are in the north, and
particularly the south-western edge of the borough. These fall mainly in the Dalgarno,
Abingdon, and Earls Court wards of the borough.

2 We apply a scaling factor based on the distance to the provider so that places nearby are given extra
weight. For example, places at 500m are weighted by 0.9 vs weighting of 0.61 for places 1km away.



Prices of Early Years childcare

For early years childcare outside the funded entitlements, we have surveyed settings for
information regarding prices charged within the borough3. The table below presents the
"typical" range of prices within which 80% of responding providers fall. We have excluded
the very lowest and highest priced provisions to prevent outliers skewing the results and
prices are only shown below for categories where at least ten responses remained.

Ages Typical prices charged per hour by providers in the borough

Private, voluntary and Childminders
independent nurseries

2 years old £7.10 to £23.62 (avg £12.30) (Insufficient responses)

3and4yearsold £6.60to £21.00 (avg £11.54)

There may be variations to prices based on the number of hours a family uses, with
reductions for longer hours, or discounts for sibling groups. There may also be additional
payments for additional services, e.g. lunch and other meals which may not be included in
the price per hour.

3 This year, around 25% of registered childminders and PVI settings responded to our sufficiency survey.



Funded early education

Current entitlements to funded early education

Some children are entitled to free childcare, funded by the government. These
entitlements are for 38 weeks per year.

e All children aged three and four are entitled to 15 hours per week until they start
reception class in school.

e Children aged three and four where both parents are working, or from lone parent
families where that parent is working, are entitled to 30 hours per week until they start
reception class in school.*

e From April 2024, the entitlement for working parents was expanded to provide up to
15 hours per week for children aged two and from September 2024 will include children
from 9 months old.

e Children aged two whose families receive certain benefits (including low income
families in receipt of in-work benefits), or those who meet other criteria such as special
educational needs or disability, are entitled to 15 hours per week. Nationally, about
40% of two-year-olds are entitled to this offer for disadvantaged two-year-olds, but the
proportion varies by area.

Parents do not have to use all the hours of their funded entitlement. They may choose to
split them between providers. With the agreement of their provider, parents may also
spread them across the year — for example, rather than taking 15 hours for 38 weeks a
year they could take just under 12 hours for 48 weeks a year.

In addition to the entitlements to funded nursery places above, working parents may be
eligible for help with the costs of childcare through the Tax-Free Childcare scheme.
Families who meet the criteria can claim up to £2,000 per year for each child (£4,000 for a
disabled child) to help pay for approved childcare at providers registered with the scheme.

A note on take-up percentages

Take-up of the free early education entitlements is usually evaluated by the Department for
Education using the number of children taking up places as a percentage of the estimated
number of residents eligible for the offer.

These take-up percentages can be distorted by inaccuracies in the estimates of numbers
eligible, such as the population of three- and four-year-olds used in calculating take-up of
the universal offer. We are currently awaiting updated population estimates that
incorporate the results of the 2021 Census and we expect to see significant changes to
recent take-up figures when they are recalculated.

4 Available to families where each parent (or one parent in a single adult household) is earning the equivalent
of working sixteen hours per week on the minimum wage, up to a net income cap of £100,000


https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-and-education-for-2-to-4-year-olds
https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-2-year-olds-benefits

These percentages may also be misleading for densely packed local authorities such as
London boroughs because the children taking up places may be resident in other
boroughs. For example, if a local authority’s providers have more children attending from
other authorities than there are residents attending providers outside the authority, the
calculated take-up percentage will be higher than the percentage of residents taking up
their entitlements.

Funded early education for disadvantaged two-year-olds

In our borough, around 17% of two-year-olds are entitled to funded early education due to
economic disadvantage: an average of about 200 children each term up to mid-2024.

However, the number of children eligible for the targeted two-year-old offer on economic
criteria, has been gradually but consistently falling over the last five years. The estimated
number eligible in Spring 2024 was 197, around two-thirds of the 295 eligible in Autumn
2018. This reduction is most likely associated with the change to Universal Credit but may
also reflect changes in the population.

Number of eligible two-year-olds each term
350

300
250
200
150
100
50
0

Aut2018 Aut2019 Aut2020 Aut2021 Aut2022 Aut2023

The take-up rate for this entitlement in Kensington & Chelsea has been quite variable over
the last few years but remains above the average for Inner London.

Two-year-old take-up 2021 2022 2023 2024
Kensington & Chelsea 71% 84% 80% 71%
Inner London 50% 62% 65% 67%
England 62% 72% 74% 75%

The data in this table is based on Department for Education data in January 2024



Take up of free early education for disadvantaged two-year-olds
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Universal funded early education for three- and four-year-olds

Take-up of the universal entitlement for three- and four-year-olds in Kensington and
Chelsea exceeds the average for Inner London and has been increasing in recent years to
approach the national average.

Take-up of universal entitlement 2021 2022 2023 2024
for three- and four-year-olds

Kensington & Chelsea 82% 86% 90% 93%
Inner London 76% 76% 76% 76%
England 90% 92% 94% 95%

The data in this table is based on Department for Education data in January 2024



Take up of free early education for three-and four-year-olds
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Funded early education for working parents: two-year-olds

Systems for parents to check and register their eligibility for the new entitlement for two-
year-olds in working families were rolled out in January 2024, ready for children to start
taking up the entitlement from Summer Term 2024. (This entitlement begins after the
Financial Year 2023/24 period referenced in this report).

By April 2024, 128 eligibility codes for this entittement had been issued to families in
Kensington & Chelsea via the DfE’s Eligibility Checking System, with 105 children taking
up placements within the borough by May 2024.

Detailed information regarding take-up of this new offer will be included in future reports.

Funded early education for working parents: three- and four-year-olds

Three- and four-year-olds in working families can access support for an additional

15 hours per week. Eligibility for this entittement depends on employment status and family
income, therefore, there are no good estimates for the number of children eligible in each
Local Authority. Thus, we report on the percentage change year-on-year below.



Year Number of 3—4yo Percentage change in numbers from previous
taking extended year
hours in _

Kensington & Kensington & Inner London England

Chelsea Chelsea London
2022 299 +13% +5% +6% +6%
2023 290 -3% +1% +4% +4%
2024 273 -6% -3% -1% -0.3%

The data in this table is based on Department for Education data published June 2021

Tax-Free Childcare

Eligibility for Tax-Free Childcare is linked to employment and income, as for the
entitlements for working families, and we do not have a good estimate of the number of
children or families eligible for the Tax-Free Childcare offer. Therefore, we report on the
percentage change in number of families benefitting from the scheme below.

Aside from a reduction during the COVID-19 pandemic, numbers have grown each year
since the introduction of the scheme. Given the different socio-economic distribution in
Kensington and Chelsea (see p13), the proportion of families eligible in Kensington and
Chelsea may be lower than elsewhere due to the income cap.

Financial Number of families using Percentage change from previous year
year Tax-Free Childcare in

Kensington & Chelsea Kensington & Chelsea London  England
2017/18 35 n/a n/a n/a
2018/19 95 +171% +157% +176%
2019/20 140 +47% +74% +93%
2020/21 135 -4% +8% +18%
2021/22 190 +41% +29% +36%
2022/23 205 +8% +19% +26%
2023/24 230 +12% +10% +14%

Providers offering funded early education places

Providers are paid directly by government for delivering funded early education. Not all
childcare providers choose to offer funded places, or to offer only a subset of the
entitlements. The table below shows the number of providers in the borough that do offer
funded places, and the percentage of those who are offering each entitlement.



independent nurseries

Type of provision Number of Age2 Age3and4, Age3andi4,
providers  targeted universal 15 extended 30

hours hours

Childminders 1 0% 100% 100%
Nursery classes in schools® 20 5% 100% 85%
Maintained nursery schools 3 67% 100% 100%
Private, voluntary and 67 27% 100% 46%

5 Excluding special schools




Quality of childcare in our area

Ofsted inspection grades

All childcare providers must register with and be inspected by Ofsted, who will grade the
quality of their provision. Childminders and private and voluntary providers are on the Early
Years Register, and schools and standalone maintained nursery schools are on the
Schools Register. Both registers have four possible Ofsted grades: ‘outstanding’, ‘good’,
‘requires improvement’, and ‘inadequate’.®

Prior to September 2024, state schools were given an overall inspection grade for the
whole school and most of those with nurseries also have a separate early years grade. In
our analyses we use the early years grade rather than the overall grade, where available.
From September 2024, Ofsted will no longer be issuing a single overall grade for state
schools but has not yet announced a timetable for changing practice for Childminders and
Private/Voluntary/Independent settings.

Nursery classes in independent schools do not generally have an Ofsted grade. Providers
awaiting their first full inspection or whose most recent inspection was with “No Children on
Roll” (and therefore ungraded) are excluded from our calculations.

Type of provision Number of  Number with Percentage good
providers full (graded) or outstanding
registered inspections

Childminders 22 11 100%

Nursery classes in schools * 20 20 100%

Maintained nursery schools 3 3 100%

Private and voluntary nurseries 73 49 98%

Total 118 83 99%

* early years grade if available, otherwise overall school grade

6 For more information see https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/about-our-inspection-reports


https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/about-our-inspection-reports

Latest EY Ofsted outcomes in RBKC at 31 March 2024

[ Outstanding [ Good Requires improvement [l Inadequate

Childminders (11) BeEZ

Nursery classes in schools (20) 50%

Maintained nursery schools (3) 67%

AR

PVI nurseries (49) 31%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Providers with met/not met grade

When providers do not have any children on site at the time of their first inspection, they
are given an Ofsted grade of ‘met’ or ‘not met’. This shows whether they are meeting the
requirements for Ofsted registration, and usually happens when new providers are being
set up. At 31st March 2024, there were seven early years providers with a 'met’ grade and
none with a 'not met' grade.

Comparing inspection grades over time
Since March 2023, one early years provider was graded as Requiring Improvement.

Percentage of providers ‘good’ 2024 2023 2022
or ‘outstanding’

Childminders 100% 100% 100%
Nursery classes in schools 100% 100% 95%
Maintained nursery schools 100% 100% 100%
Private and voluntary nurseries 98% 100% 100%
Total 99% 100% 100%




Comparisons to other local authorities

The percentage of the borough’s providers rated Good or Outstanding by Ofsted is in line
with or above London averages and compares favourably with England generally.

Percentage of providers ‘good’ RBKC Inner London England
or ‘outstanding’ London

Childminders 100% 99% 99% 99%
Nursery classes in schools 100% 97% 97% 93%
Maintained nursery schools 100% 100% 99% 98%
Private and voluntary nurseries 98% 96% 96% 97%




Wraparound Childcare — provision out of school hours

Wraparound Childcare refers to childcare before and after the end of the school day. The
UK government has an ambition to ensure all families with primary school age children
have access to affordable childcare from 8am to 6pm if they need it. Families will be able
to subsidise costs with Universal Credit childcare support and Tax-Free Childcare.

Wraparound childcare reported in January school census Number of schools

RBKC 2022 2023 2024
Schools with primary-age pupils 27 27 27
Schools offering before-school childcare 24 24 24
Schools offering after-school childcare 21 22 24
Schools providing childcare both before and after school 21 22 22
Schools providing full wraparound childcare 8am to 6pm 11 10 11
Schools with no childcare before or after school 3 3 1
Schools not providing full wraparound 16 17 16

Most primary schools offer Breakfast Club provision following the Council’s prior work with
schools to promote access to meals for children.

The Department for Education (DfE) is providing some funding to Local Authorities for two
years to develop and implement a programme to improve access to wraparound childcare.
Kensington and Chelsea was invited by the DfE to be an Early Adopter for the programme.
During 2023/24 we worked with schools to draw up plans for improving childcare provision
and apply for funding to implement changes.

We surveyed schools and met with headteachers and governors to discuss issues
delivering wraparound childcare and possible partnership working between schools.

A Steering Group was established and meets regularly to support on the wraparound
project and includes colleagues from schools, other council teams, PVI providers, and
parents.

Funding for the DfE’s wraparound improvements in England is generally planned for
Autumn 2024. As part of Kensington and Chelsea’s role as an Early Adopter, some
schools were funded to roll out places earlier, in Summer Term 2024.

Families’ use of wraparound childcare

In early 2024 we conducted a survey for families to help gauge demand and identify
barriers to take-up of childcare. Schools distributed this survey to families and helped to
ensure a good response. The charts below illustrating results of the survey show the
number of respondents selecting each option.



Of the borough-resident families who responded to our survey, only a minority (20%) use
wraparound childcare all the time. However, the majority (66%) of parents who responded
advised that they are likely to start using, or increase their use of, wraparound childcare in
future if new or better options are available. (41% were likely to start or increase based on
the current options alone.)

Do you currently use wraparound childcare?

Some of the time

Not at all

Are you likely to start using, or increase your use of, wraparound childcare in future?

]
=

Mot sure

Not answered

Yes, but only if new or better options are available

No

Survey responses suggest the most common motivation for parents wanting to use
childcare was to enable them to go to work and most families are looking for childcare
near their children’s school.

Why do you use, or want to use, wraparound childcare?
Only options chosen by more than one respondent are shown.

So | can go to work
So my child can enjoy playing with other children

So | can study

S

To help my child's education

To top up childcare provided by friends or family

Because the activity provides my child with a meal




When thinking about future childcare provision, if you need it, where
would you prefer it to be?
Only options chosen by more than one respondent are shown.

Close to my home _ 23
Close to my work - 5
No preference . 4

At my child's school I 2

Barriers to using wraparound childcare

Among families with children attending Kensington and Chelsea schools, the main barrier
to using childcare was the cost (“too expensive”).

Why do you not use childcare as much as you might like?
Only options chosen by more than one respondent are shown.

Too expensive
I have friends or family members who can help

Not available where | need it

Not good enough quality, or not worth the cost

Suitable support for my child's additional needs is not available

N

My child does not want to go

it has been unrelizbe in the past [ 2

Our early work with schools and childcare providers included drawing up plans for possible
clusters of schools to improve the availability of childcare, to introduce price capping, and
to consider long-term sustainability. Support for schools is available through advisor
support, visits, and toolkits, with Special Educational Need and Disability support also
available through LA colleagues and a training offer. Updated information is available on
the Family Information Hub website for both parents and professionals.


https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/kb5/rbkc/fis/family.page?familychannel=7_2_1
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/kb5/rbkc/fis/advice.page?id=QsJ5fUn3ALA

Holiday provision

We are also exploring ways of improving holiday provision for school age children in the
borough. In Kensington and Chelsea, 38% of responses from families within the borough
advised that they need childcare during school holidays but had not been able to find
enough affordable or suitable provision.

Do you use or need childcare during school holidays?

We need holiday provision but have not been able to fin._. 25

Mo, we do not need holiday provision _ 25
We already use childcare during school holidays _ 17

Not sure



Data sources

e Numbers of children: Office for National Statistics Mid-Year Population Estimates 2022.

e Children with Special Educational Needs: from DfE statistical publication on Education,
health and care plans.

e Supply of childcare: based on data published by Ofsted regarding registered childcare
providers, the DfE Schools, Pupils and their Characteristics statistical publication,
information from Get Information About Schools, and internal LA data.

e National levels of demand for childcare: reference the DfE Childcare and early years
survey of families.

e Supply vs Demand analysis: compares supply of childcare to Census 2021 population
of ages 0-4 by Output Area using a similar approach to Ofsted’s published research on
Childcare accessibility by neighbourhood, England.

e Funded early education: data on take up of funded early education entitlements is
based on the Early Years and Schools Censuses, which are taken every January and
published by the DfE in the statistical collection Education provision: children under five
years of age. Data on entitlement to a funded early education place for disadvantaged
two-year-olds is provided by the Department for Work and Pensions.

e Price of childcare: Independent providers in the borough were surveyed in Autumn
2023 to gather information on vacancies, prices, and providers' views on sustainability
and future demand. We present the "typical” range of prices within which 80% of
providers fall, excluding the very lowest and highest priced provisions.

e Quality of childcare: data on childcare quality is taken from Ofsted’s published
aggregated data as at 31 March 2024 — Management Information for state schools
and Official Statistics for childcare providers on the early years register.


https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/datasets/populationestimatesforukenglandandwalesscotlandandnorthernireland
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/education-health-and-care-plans/
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/education-health-and-care-plans/
https://get-information-schools.service.gov.uk/
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/childcare-and-early-years-survey-of-parents
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/childcare-and-early-years-survey-of-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childcare-accessibility-by-neighbourhood-england-ofsteds-methodology
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/education-provision-children-under-5
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/education-provision-children-under-5

