City of Westminster/ RBKC Local offer website
Speech and language therapy for school aged children and young people
The service works on the principle that the Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) of children/young people can be met through a whole system approach to support. 
The whole system approach to SLCN works across three levels; universal, targeted and specialist level and aims to empower parents and professionals to support children/young people reach their potential with the right balance of support, whatever their level of ability and preferred communication method.
 The Speech and Language Therapist (SLT) plays a part in each level, but the best way to support communication is through joint working and having communication support in the child’s/young person’s everyday environment. A key role of SLT is to develop the skills and capacity of the wider children’s workforce, as well as parents and carers, through training and coaching.
Visit our communication hub for more resources and ideas to support Speech, Language and Communication. https://communicationhub.org/


REFERRALS
The speech and language needs of most children can be met within a whole system approach, without a need for referral and direct therapy. However, some children will have additional needs that make referral to a specialist SLT services necessary.
When a child/young person is referred, the Speech and Language Therapist assessing the individual’s needs will make specific recommendations about interventions to achieve the best outcomes. SLTs work in collaboration with children and young people, as well as parents/carers and school staff, giving choices about types of support where appropriate.
Parent/carer involvement is essential to SLT assessment and ongoing care, and therapists use interpreters to support families where needed. Parents/carers are provided with written reports after assessment, which details their child’s strengths and needs and outlines the plan of care that has been agreed for the child.
Children, young people and families are asked to comment on their experience of the service, so that it can continue to improve.
School Age Referrals:
Children/young people who are school aged will need to be referred to the specialist SLT service by their GP. If a referral is required, please ask your GP to complete a referral form and email it to CLCHT.chirp@nhs.net. Referral forms can be found here.	Comment by Elizabeth James: Please add referral form.  
Following receipt of a referral form, the child’s school will be asked to complete a teacher questionnaire with details of the impact of the child’s speech, language, or communication needs. When this information is received and reviewed, the child can access the SLT assessment and advice service if appropriate.
Children who are referred by their GP are generally seen in the school holidays. Following assessment, families and school will receive a written report detailing recommendations to support the child/young person.
MAINSTREAM SCHOOLS SERVICE
We work in collaboration with the Bi-Borough Inclusion Service and schools to implement the whole system approach to supporting SLCN. The whole system approach works across 3 levels: universal, targeted and specialist.  A child/young person may receive support at different levels at the same time, with specialist level interventions based on their need at a given moment in time.
Universal level work supports the communication development of all children/ young people and is focused on upskilling the workforce and parents through training and workshops. 
Universal 
Universal level work includes:
· Communication supportive environment strategies (e.g. using visuals in the classroom)
· Curriculum scaffolding advice
· Drop-in sessions for parents/school staff for generic advice on SLCN
· Training to parents/school staff/other professionals on identifying SLCN and universal strategies to support children/young people
Targeted
Some children need extra support at a targeted level.  Targeted interventions are established with the support of a SLT/specialist teacher through training/ providing resource packs/ modelling, but thereafter delivered independently by school staff.  These include small group interventions in or outside of the classroom on specific areas that children require help with, such as answering questions, telling stories and learning new vocabulary.  
Specialist 
Children who require support at a specialist level require a SLT to be closely involved in order to monitor and adapt targets and intervention appropriately.  Specialist interventions should always involve of a member of school staff and parents / carers who can ensure that the intervention is embedded into the child/young person’s wider experience.  Specialist interventions include shape-coding, Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) set-up and review and intervention for Dysfluency.  

All children in Mainstream Schools with eating and drinking needs will be supported by SLTs working in the Special Schools SLT team.

Statutory assessment  
The Mainstream Schools Speech and Language Therapy Service will complete an assessment and provide recommendations for children who are applying for an Education, Health and Care Plan, when a request is received from the local authority.  Children with EHCPs stating that they require intervention at a specialist level are able to access intervention at this level.    

Reception Transition
The service aims to ensure that the transition between the early years and schools service is seamless for children and their families. SLTs work collaboratively with school staff, and provide resources and advice, to ensure that they can help to meet these children’s needs within the school environment. For children who require specialist SLT support, the service provides two transition visits to support transition into school at reception age.  The purpose of the visits is to give advice to school staff of strategies which they can implement in the classroom to support the child to access their learning.  
Assessment and advice service 
Children and young people can be referred if there is any concern about their speech, language and communication, and the Speech and Language Therapist assessing their needs will make recommendations about universal (in class strategies) and targeted group interventions (run by school staff) and state whether the child would benefit from specialist intervention.


Stammering and Speech  
Following an appointment at the assessment and advice service, children presenting with a stammer or speech sound difficulties may be offered a block of specialist intervention.   
It is not possible to provide specialist intervention to children accessing the assessment and advice service with difficulties other than dysfluency or speech sound difficulties.  
Service Level Agreements 
Some schools also buy in additional Speech and Language Therapy To find out more about what is happening in your child’s school to support them, please speak to their school’s Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO).
Special Schools and Additional Resource Provisions
Within special schools and additional resource provisions, SLTs work as part of the school teams. The needs of students’ Education Health Care Plans are delivered in the school setting and Therapists work alongside class teams to support the development of communication skills within the whole school community. SLTs will work with school staff and families to support children with eating and drinking needs where this is required.
Out of Borough Schools
Children attending schools outside the borough will usually access therapy and other support at their school.  When this is not available, Westminster / RBKC Councils will work with the school’s borough to ensure a service is provided.
Independent/Private Schools
The service will assess children attending independent and private schools who are likely to have a significant need level of speech, language or communication need, as happens in state schools. Additional support and training can be arranged in these settings should the school decide to purchase it.
Independent schools will be asked to demonstrate evidence of how they have tried to develop a child’s speech, language and communication, as we do for pupils in state schools.
16+ Service
For young people over the age of 16 with speech and language difficulties, the main role of the service is to support their transition into further education. The service seeks consent directly from the young person to support them with the transition.
Direct therapy for children over 16 in mainstream schools, or 19 in special schools, should be delivered by the relevant Further Education setting or arranged through the Local Authority.

TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS – FOR PARENTS OR CARERS
The Mainstream Schools Speech and Language Therapy Service offers parent workshops on a range of topics including: Storytelling, Talking about feelings and DLD Together.
Please see this term's programme of parent workshops on the communication hub: https://communicationhub.org/
TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS – FOR SCHOOL STAFF
The service offers free Learning Workshops to school staff working in mainstream primary and secondary schools in the borough. These are a fantastic opportunity for staff to learn universal strategies and targeted interventions to support students to develop their communication skills. They are suitable for staff working with children and young people with EHCPs, and also staff working with the wider school population.
The Learning Workshop topics and dates and circulated termly. Current topics include: Practical approach to identifying SLCN, Creating a communication supportive environment, Understanding communication differences in ASD, Attention building, Sentence building, Narrative building.  
Please see this term's programme of learning workshops on the communication hub: https://communicationhub.org/ 
Visit the Services to Schools Website to book your free place: https://services2schools.org.uk/
Your school's named Speech and Language Therapist will be able to give further information about the learning workshops and advice regarding which would best suit your setting.

WHO TO CONTACT
Children's Complex Care and Speech and Language Therapy Administrative Hub: 020 7266 8777 or clcht.chirp@nhs.net
https://www.clch.nhs.uk/services/speech-and-language-therapy-children 
Visit our communication for more resources and information https://communicationhub.org/









