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1. Introduction 

Childcare is defined in Section 18 of the Childcare Act 2006, as any form of childcare for a 

child aged under 18. There are some exclusions to this broad definition, for example, 

childcare does not include care provided by a child’s parent, but it does include education for 

children aged under the age of five and supervised activities for all children outside of school 

hours. 

 

Local authorities have a duty to secure sufficient childcare that meets the requirements of 

parents. They play a key role in shaping the childcare market and in particular to support 

parents to: 

• Take up, or remain in, work  

• Undertake education or training 

Under the Department for Education’s ‘Early Education and Childcare Statutory Guidance’ 

local authorities should report annually to elected council members on how the duty to secure 

enough childcare is being met and make this report available and accessible to parents. 

 

The 2017 - 2018 Childcare Sufficiency Assessment (CSA) was completed in 2018 and it 

records how the recent demographic of changes may affect the childcare market.  The CSA 

can be used to anticipate the supply and demand of places for the forthcoming years The 

CSA assesses different groups, rather than all children in the local authority.  This report will 

also aid our work in supporting the local childcare economy.   This is so families can find 

childcare that meets their child’s learning needs and enables and for parents to make a real 

choice about work and training. This applies to all children from birth to age 14, and to children 

with disabilities aged up to 18 years old.  

 

The data for this CSA has been gathered during the summer 2017, autumn 2017 and spring 

2018 terms and brings together a variety of qualitative and quantitative sources, both at local 

and national levels. 

   

This report will include information from several sources:  

• Information from Ofsted  

• Department of Education 

• The Indices of Multiple Deprivation (Office for National Statistics) 2015  

• Surveys of parents and childcare providers using the Family Information Service 

Feedback option 

• Free entitlement headcount of children age 2, 3 and 4 years’ old  

• Children with Special Education  

• GLA population Data sets 2017 
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     2.    Contextual information about Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea (RBKC) 

Kensington and Chelsea is one of London's wealthiest boroughs and the country's most 

populous local authority with more than 13,000 people per square kilometre. It covers some 

of the most valuable real estate in the world. Whilst the borough has some of the most affluent 

families in the country, there are equally pockets of deprivation where some of the poorest 

and vulnerable families in the country 

 

More than one-fifth of all households (16,389) have English as a second language.  53% of 

residents have a level four qualification. However, 10% of residents have no qualifications   

68.2% of proportion of residents are working and is slightly lower than London as a whole 

72.9%.   Using Department of Work and Pension data, it is judged that 17.8% of children are 

deemed to be living in poverty in Kensington and Chelsea.  This percentage increases to 

28.2% once housing costs are also considered. 

 

   2.1 Population in Kensington & Chelsea 

In Kensington and Chelsea according to the data from the 2011 census 71% of the population   

associated their ethnic group as belonging as ‘Combined White’. This is an 8% decrease 

since the previous census in 2001. Since 2011, the largest increase was in the Asian British 

group, which had risen from 4.9% to 10% and has been driven partly by the inclusion of the 

Chinese group into this ethnic category.  

 

Ethnic breakdown summary RBKC - source: Census 2011 

 

 
According to recent GLA profile data, RBKC has a slightly higher proportion of its population 

aged 0-15 (16.4%) than London as a whole (13.9%).  In RBKC, for children aged 0-14 years 

old there are approximately 1650 children per cohort with an estimation of 8170 children aged 

Under 5.  The population has seen changes across the country particularly in London. Based 

on GLA population data the number of 3 and 4 year olds in has decreased in recent years.  

 

 Decrease in population of 3 & 4 year olds  

 

Source: 2016-based demographic projections.  London Borough population projections, 

housing-led model.  GLA 2017 

 

In January 2017 6794 primary aged pupils were on roll in state-maintained school and of 

these 4695 were RBKC residents. There were 2099 pupils who were residents in other 

boroughs. However, only 387 RBKC children were enrolled to other local authority schools.  

Borough Mid 2016 estimate 

for 2018 

Mid 2014 estimate Difference 

RBKC 3,300 3,710 -410 
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The borough has the highest density of private and independent early years provision in 

London, with 65 providers operating within the borough resulting in more than 50% of children 

living in RBKC being schooled in the private and independent sector.   

 

   2.2  Deprivation 

• Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea (RBKC) contains some of the most deprived 

communities in the country with 11 of the 103 Lower Super Output Areas (LSOA) in the 

Borough experiencing multiple deprivations in the bottom ten per cent of any community 

in England and Wales. 

 

• The Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) and Income Deprivation affecting Children 

(IDACI) poverty scales from 2015 identify Golborne and Dalgarno wards as having the 

highest level of deprivation in the Borough. 

 

• The wards with the highest rates of child poverty after housing costs are within Golborne 

43%, Dalgarno 40%, Chelsea Riverside 40%, Notting Dale 39% and Colville 35% wards.  

Apart from Chelsea Riverside, these wards are all located in the North of the Borough. 

 

    3.  Overall Assessment of Quality 

 

By August 2017, the number of childcare providers graded by Ofsted as good or outstanding 

was 89% compared with 94% nationally.  For PVI settings that have been inspected, 100% 

were good or better along with four community nurseries.  Childminders being rated as good 

or outstanding is 66% compared with 95% nationally.   

 

By August 2017 21 schools of the 26 primary schools have a nursery provision and Ofsted 

records that in all but one school was judged by Ofsted as Good or Better. 

 

    3.1  Supply of Early Years Education and Childcare Places (Spring 2018) 

There are 122 early years and childcare providers operating in RBKC offering a total of 3293 

places.  These include:  

• 21 nursery provision in local authority schools 

• 34 childminders 

• 67 private, independent and voluntary sector providers  

• 11 Independent schools in the borough who do not offer funded childcare provision 

but admit children aged 3-5 years old. (They are part of the ISI is the Independent 

School Inspectorate process.) 

During the reporting period 2017 – 2018, 102 childcare places were created of which some 

could support the 2, 3 and 4 year-old offer. 60 places have closed leaving a balance of 42 

new places. RBKC continues to develop further places subject to need across the borough, 

particularly with childminders to enable more flexibility and choice for parents in the south of 

the Borough. 

 

    3.2  Funded early education for 2 year olds 

In the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, it is estimated that 15 % of 2-year-olds 

may be eligible for the early education entitlement. This equates to 254 children in Spring 
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2018. 78% of these eligible children are taking up their place which is higher than both 

nationally (72%) and other inner London boroughs (71%). 

  

2-year-old take up in RBKC – Data Source DWP lists & census 2018  
Take 

Up 

DWP List % No of providers 

participating in 2 yr. old 

offer 

Summer 17 193 294 66% 25 

Autumn 17 212 265 80% 28 

Spring 18 197 254 78% 26 

NB:  The number of eligible families is due to increase in coming terms due to benefit 

changes; it will take into consideration those families on Universal Credits. 

    

The Borough has enough places available for eligible children wishing to take up the 2-year-

old funding entitlement, which is offered across 24 private, voluntary and independent (PVI) 

providers and 1 primary school and 1 community nursery. 

                                      

3.3  Universal 15 hours for 3- & 4-year olds  

 

All 3 – 4 year olds are entitled to access 15 hours of free nursery provision in the term after 

their 3rd birthday. The total take up of universal 15 hours in the borough is 81% and is slightly 

lower compared to national (86%) 

 

3-4-year-old take up in RBKC – Data Source DWP lists & census 2018 

Summer Autumn Spring 

21271 1758 1805 (81%) 

 

Of the total local population of 2127 children, 1365 are taking up their provision in the PVI 

sector with parents using 69 PVIs and childminders whilst 762 access from a school or 

community nursery setting.  

 

Whilst the take up rate of 81% is below the London average of 86%, having undertaken 

significant analysis with ‘Childcare Works’ and the DfE, the following reasons were identified:  

 

• Alternative childcare being used e.g. grandparents,  

• Parents using nannies  

• Parents using independent providers such as Private Schools 

• Families taking up their entitlement in neighbouring boroughs 

• Population changes 

 

The Borough has sufficient places available for children wishing to take up the 3-4 -year-old 

funding entitlement, which is offered across both the maintained and non-maintained sectors.  

 

 3.4  Extended 15 hours free entitlement (for working parents) 30 hours free childcare 

 

From September 2017, some working parents are entitled to an additional 15 hours of free 

childcare per week and the DfE estimates that 713 families may be eligible in RBKC. By 
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spring 2018, 205 families were accessing this entitlement, which is 29 % and is significantly 

lower than the DfE estimated take up of 80%. Working closely with the DoE and ‘Childcare 

Works’ a significant analysis of demand was undertaken and the following reasons were 

identified:  

 

• Residents in RBKC (£158,000) along with Westminster (£102,000) have one of the 

highest mean averages income in the country recorded (tax year 2014-2015.) 

• Both parents need to be in work to qualify 

• One or both parents are on benefits  

• Culturally unacceptable for both parents to work 

• Alternative childcare being used e.g. grandparents, nannies and au-pair 

• Population changes 

The Borough therefore has sufficient places available for eligible children wishing to take up the 

extended 15 hours of funding entitlement, which is offered across  

These include:  

 

• 21 nursery provision in local authority schools, 

• 34 childminders 

• 67 private, independent and voluntary sector providers  

• 11 Independent schools in the borough who do not offer funded childcare provision 

but admit children aged 3-5 years old. (They are part of the ISI is the Independent 

School Inspectorate process.) 

   3.5  School Age Childcare aged 5-14 years old 

 

In a survey conducted in spring 2018, which was sent out to 26 schools, 17 responded and 

provided the following information relating to the breakfast and after school provision. 

 

• 17 had breakfast clubs 

• 16 had after school clubs 

• 6 schools providing the Tax-Free Childcare Offer 

 

From the survey, 16 schools stated they have enough demand for their childcare offer to 

remain sustainable.  Although one school had transferred from direct delivery to working with 

a childcare provider as demand had not initially been high.  The other schools confirmed that 

they have enough demand for their breakfast club but not for their after school club, which 

was running at a loss and will be unsustainable if demand does not increase.   

Schools reported that there is high demand for after school clubs delivering music, dance, 

arts and sports activities, which, although not technically childcare, can be utilised by working 

parents to cover an extended school day.  Some schools, either directly or in partnership with 

their childcare provider, can offer working families a choice whereby children stay in the after 

school childcare club until 6pm (or earlier if required) or they can attend an after-school 

activity club and then move into the childcare club from 4.30pm.   
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Providing such a flexible offer is often more feasible where a childcare organisation is 

delivering the offer, as they are more likely to have a flexible staffing structure that can 

accommodate parental demand along with a pricing structure dependent on the number of 

hours required.   

Only six of the schools stated that parents are accessing the Tax-Free Childcare Offer. 

In addition: 

• 34 childminders were offering school age childcare 

• 6 holiday clubs are offering school age childcare 

 

To understand the school age childcare market more effectively, a priority for the coming 

year will be to develop a consistent approach to the monitoring and collection of data to 

understand the school age childcare market in more detail and ensure the needs of parents 

and children across the borough are being met. Schools offering paid wrap around provision 

need to be supported in how parents can use their Tax-Free Childcare Offer to pay for this 

provision. 

 

   3.6  Cost of Childcare 

The cost of childcare for children under the age of 5 year old remains high in the borough for 

working parents.  For some parents the hourly rates can be as low a £5.56 per hour but as 

high as £39.79 per hour but the average hourly range is between from £7.05 to £18.24 

 

With additional costs now permitted for registration, deposit and sundries in accordance 

statutory guidance this could add a significant cost for parents making it less affordable.  

 

Over the coming year the borough will promote the take up of Tax-Free Childcare for those 

parents eligible, to assist with payment as well as ensuring parents in receipt of specific such 

as working tax credit and universal credits are utilising them to assist with their payments.    

 

   3.7  External Influences 

Demand for private and independent provision is high and while a minority of these providers 
offer childcare provision that wraps around the core school day, the offer is focused on 
education as opposed to meeting the needs of working parents who may also use other 
childcare options, such as nannies and au pairs, if required. 

  

The change in rules concerning Income Support is likely to result in more parents requiring 
childcare. Where previously parents could continue to claim Income Support until their 
youngest child was 16, this has now decreased to the youngest child being 3 years old. This 
is likely to be result in more parents of school-aged children requiring childcare in order to 
enable them to work. 

 

Changes are currently underway relating to the way in which benefits are organised with the 
introduction of the Universal Credit and the emphasis on encouraging people back to work 
by making work pay. This may lead to a rise in the number of parents wishing to work and 
needing childcare.   
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   3.8  Internal Influences 

In response to moving to a unified funding rate, from September 2018 the local authority will 

no longer fund full time places in schools. This may cause some financial and sustainability 

issues across the sector.  

 

Going forward RBKC is improving the IT systems with an introduction of both a new finance 

and IT system, making headcount processes and payments easier for providers. This will 

also support closer communication between finance, early years team and providers. 

  

With the creation of the Bi-borough Children’s Services a review of both RBKC and 

Westminster Early Years Services has been undertaken in summer 2018 with a view of 

developing a Bi Borough Childcare and Early Education Service that will ensure the statutory 

obligation of both local authorities are met.  

 

   3.9  Grenfell Tower 

In June 2017, Kensington & Chelsea experienced the Grenfell Tower fire tragedy. The impact 

of loss of life, displacement of survivors, and the effect on those living in the surrounding area 

has been profound. 

 

A nursery that was located on the ground floor of Grenfell Tower was displaced and it has 

been temporarily relocated to another site within the same ward.  Many childcare providers 

and schools were, and continue to be directly affected, particularly those near the Tower.  

Because of the take-up of temporary or permanent housing in different locations within the 

borough or out-borough, pupil mobility has increased. The Council will continue to monitor 

the impact on all schools and settings. In addition, the Council continues to focus on 

opportunities for new housing in many parts of the borough, which may result in the potential 

need for additional childcare places over time. 

 

   3.10 Summary and future priorities 2018- 20 19 CSA Action Plan 

The Borough has enough places for children accessing the Early Years Free Entitlement and 

offers a range of childcare and other early education opportunities that meets the needs of 

its diverse population.   

 

With the introduction of the additional 15 hours of funded education, this judgement may 

change after its first year of delivery. The Local Authority will continue to support schools in 

exploring and developing new delivery models.  

 

Providers are both adaptable and flexible in the offer that they provide and there are enough 

places available across the borough for those families who require childcare for children aged 

2-.3 and 4 years old and for children aged 5 -14 this is more variable.   

 

Affordable childcare will mean something different to every family dependent on their income 

capacity and individual situations.  The cost of non-funded childcare continues to be an issue 

for parents along with their understanding of what ‘affordable childcare provision’ is and this  

needs to be investigated in more detail as a priority including understanding the childcare 

market  with  the newly formed Bi-Borough Childcare & Early Education Service over the 

coming year . 
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During last year, the service via the Family Information Service (FIS), did not receive any 

feedback from parents to say that they have been unable to find childcare.  

 

3.11     Future Priorities for the service are:  

• To consistently review the market and develop further childcare places if and where 

required  

• Improve as far as possible parental choice for all childcare across the borough, but 

particularly focus on 2-year-olds in the North of the Borough 

• Address the lack of affordable childcare opportunities available to parents to support 

those who are ‘out of hours’ workers and endeavour to engage more flexible childminders 

to support the offer  

• Stimulate demand for 30 hours free childcare across the borough by continuing to work 

more collaborative with Children’s Centres 

• Supporting schools to encourage parents to use their Tax-Free Childcare 

• Increase uptake of EYPP, DAF and SEN Inclusion funding across the sector 

• Undertake a Training Needs Assessment across the sector to ensure appropriate training 

and support is put in place to promote inclusion and enhance quality of provision 

• Improve quality of childcare by working particularly with childminders across the borough 
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Action Plan 2018-2019 

 

 Action Issues for 

consideration 

Activities Success Criteria 

1 To continue to support 

childcare providers to 

deliver high quality 

Provision. 

Local knowledge with 

regard to settings 

which may require 

support 

• Wide range of training courses will be made available. 

• Helpline providing Information, advice and guidance. 

• Termly sector meetings. 

• Support visits when requested. 

• Termly newsletter. 

• Information sharing by emails, mail shots and 

telephone contacts. 

100% Ofsted  

Judgements ‘Good’ or above 

2 Aim to improve the quality 

of Childminders who  

are Satisfactory/Requires 

Improvement or 

Inadequate. 

Provide a named Early 

Years and Inclusion 

Advisor for every 

childminder 

Develop a differentiated 

level of support 

 

• Focus Setting Improvement Meetings (FSIM) to 

identify training needs and specialist support required. 

• Action plan developed with setting to address issues 

identified. 

• Regular support/monitoring visits undertaken 

Number of Childminders being 

re- inspected by 

Ofsted as Good or 

Better. 

3 To increase the quality 

number of 

childminders to provide 

more choice and flexibility 

 

Funding and training 

resources made available 

 

• Marketing the profession across a wider field. 

• Raise awareness with existing childminders. 

• Outreach to speak with parents on childminding as a 

career option and Information pack provided. 

• Business start-up advice provided. 

• Link Childminders up with schools and settings to offer 

partnership provision 

  

Increased the percentage of 

childminders 

  

 

4 To market and promote Targeted marketing 

General Marketing 

• Implement the Busy 2s Programme 

• Adverts in a wide range of publications and facilities. 

Existing childminders offering 

funded provision to deliver a 
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the 2-year-old offer in the 

highlighted wards 

DfE data 

Work with Children’s 

centre, Health 

Visitors and the 

• Outreach events. 

• Door knocking. 

• Direct mail to families who are not engaging in the 

offer. 

• One to one support to families who may experience 

issues accessing a provision. 

more flexible offer in 

partnership to meet parents’ 

needs. 

 5 To monitor the take up of 

places termly, against the 

demand for places to 

ensure that there are 

enough places to meet 

the needs of parents who 

may be entitled to 30 

hours free childcare 

Data intelligence 

Power BI 

 

• Regular contact with providers that have been 

identified as not offering 30hrs to 

discuss/issues/concerns that providers may have 

around delivering the offer. 

• Maintain a database of providers who are offering and 

how many places they are providing. 

More providers delivering the 

offer. 

 

6 Encourage new and 

existing providers to offer 

more childcare places to 

SEND children and will 

deliver a comprehensive 

training package to 

enable providers to offer 

more appropriate care 

and support 

Partnership working 

 

It is documented that 

children with SEND 

experiences far greater 

difficulties in accessing 

childcare. 

 

• Continue to provide Family Information Officers who 

will prioritise the parents of children with disability to 

support them in finding suitable childcare 

• Work in partnership with the SEN Team and other 

agencies to help secure the childcare needs of parents 

with children with disabilities 

Document that children with 

SEND experience fewer 

difficulties in accessing 

childcare. 

7 Encourage settings to 

access additional funding 

for children with SEND 

 • Training and information sessions provided Increase uptake of DAF, 

Inclusion and EYPP 

8 Support the identification 

of a permanent nursery 

accommodation for the 

Partnership working 

 

• Working with Lancaster West Childcare 

Community Network to achieve this task 
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displaced Grenfell Tower 

Nursery  

9 Increase the use of Tax-

Free Childcare 

 • Work with schools to encourage more parents to 

use this to fund their childcare needs  

Increase by 50% number of 

schools reporting that parents 

are using Tax Free Childcare  
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    4.   Demand for early education and childcare 

 

    4.1  Population of early years children 

The total population for 2017 - 2018 for children under the age of five living in RBKC is 8170   

 

Numbers by age 0- 4 years 

0 1 2 3 4 Total Under 5 

1680 1628 1589 1628 1645 8170 

Some four-year-olds will have started reception: GLA housing led population projections 

2017 

,  

    4.2  Population of school age children 

In total, there are 16,613 children aged 5-14 years, living in RBKC and these children may 

require childcare before and after school, and/or during the school holidays. 

 

Population 5 - 14 years (Source: GLA data set 2017 update) 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

1682 1874 1805 1803 1768 1653 1646 1554 1445 1383 

 

 

4.3  The SEND Local Offer 

The Local Offer provides information about services that children, young people and their 

families can expect from a range of local agencies 

 

Early years providers are legally required to support children with SEND. This is specified in 

the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Framework, which sets standards in a child’s care 

up to compulsory school age. 

The EYFS requires that all children have the same opportunities in childcare - regardless of 

needs or disability. Providers must review each child’s learning and development and have 

procedures for identifying and supporting SEND. Summaries of these reviews must then be 

shared with the child’s parents/carers.  

Ofsted is the regulator or early years childcare and carries out regular inspections to ensure 

providers meet the requirements for supporting children with SEN. 

 4.4 Special Educational Need and/or Disability Coordinator (SENDCO) 

All nurseries and pre-schools must appoint a Special Educational Need Coordinator 

(SENCO). This is someone who holds responsibility for supporting children with SEND. The 

SENCO will advise colleagues about the best strategies to promote positive outcomes and 

will work to actively involve parents in this decision-making. 

Childminders are also strongly encouraged to identify someone who can act as a SENCO – 

this may be one SENCO shared by several childminders. 
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    4.5     SEN Funding to support early years providers 

Early years childcare providers can request additional funding to help support children with 

SEND in their care. These funding streams include: 

Disability Access Fund - available for 3 & 4 year olds who receive Disability Living 

Allowance (DLA) and free universal or extended early education 

Early Years Inclusion Fund - available for 3 & 4 year olds with a low level or emerging SEN 

who access free universal or extended early education. 

4.6      Number of children with special educational needs and disabilities 

 

There is not a definitive number on how many children and young people in RBKC have a     

disability. Contact a Family has carried out research nationally that suggests 5% of children 

aged 0-16 has a disability. http://www.cafamily.org.uk/professionals/research/  

 

The number of children with an Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan: 

RBKC 

Number of EHCs or Statements (SEN2) 

2019 

Percentage Change 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Last Year  3 years  5 years 

Under Aged 5 26 20 36 14 24 35 45.8% 150.0% 75.0% 

Aged 5 to 10 170 182 223 178 176 211 19.9% 18.5% 15.9% 

Aged 11 to 15 183 182 205 171 172 195 13.4% 14.0% 7.1% 

Aged 16 to 19 61 112 104 121 127 124 -2.4% 2.5% 10.7% 

Aged 20 to 25 0 0 0 20 30 52 73.3% 160.0% - 

          

Total 440 496 568 504 529 617 16.6% 22.4% 24.4% 

 Based on annual January 2018 SEN2 return. Source: Bi-Borough SEND Service 

 

Children’s needs change over time and are identified at different ages. Among the youngest children, 

SEND may only be identified when they start in childcare or school, and it can take some time to 

recognise challenges being identified to an EHC plan being issued. It is therefore possible that the 

number of children with SEND aged 0-4 is an underestimate. Some children have SEND but do not 

have an EHC plan. 

 

The Local Authority recognises the need to do more to support providers of childcare so that we can 

increase the number of children with SEN and disabilities accessing childcare and education funded 

places. 

 

4.4  Other characteristics that may have an impact on the demand  

 

The changes resulting from the National Funding Formula for Early Education and the move 

to a unified funding rate will result in the local authority no longer funding full time places in 

schools.  Parents will therefore need to obtain an eligibility code for 30-hour entitlement to 

secure a place in a 30-hour funded school nursery place. 

https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/kb5/rbkc/fis/advice.page?id=hL8ur2qOBj0&localofferchannel=0
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/kb5/rbkc/fis/advice.page?id=vKWY0roJESA&localofferchannel=0
http://www.cafamily.org.uk/professionals/research/
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    5.  Supply of childcare 

In assessing the supply of childcare in RBKC, the following benchmarks of sufficiency are 

used as good practice, based on the DfE statutory guidance (September 2014 and 2017). 

• There should be sufficient range of provision 

• There should be sufficient places overall 

• The provision should be of a high quality 

• Funded places should be free of charge 

• Places should be accessible to where families live 

• Places should be affordable 

• There should be flexibility in the provision 

• Settings should be inclusive and meet needs 

• Settings should be sustainable 

• There should be sufficient knowledge and information about the supply and quality of 

places and how to access them 

 

For the purposes of this assessment the supply of formal childcare includes private nurseries, 

pre-schools, schools with nursery provision, childminders (funded childminders are 

accredited to deliver the free entitlement on behalf of the local authority), out of school clubs 

and holiday clubs. 

 

Schools offering out of school provision are exempt from separate registration on the Ofsted 

Childcare Register but are included within the data. However, crèches are not included, as 

any care of less than four hours is not required to register with Ofsted. 

    5.1  Number of early years providers and places 

The table below shows the number of places available for children aged 0-4 by the different 

types of early years provision across the borough.  There are 126 registered childcare 

providers in RBKC offering a maximum of 3293 early years childcare places.  

 

There are a further 11 Independent schools within RBKC that are not included as there are 

no data sets to support how many places this translates into as they are not inspected under 

the Early Years Ofsted Framework. 

 

For private, voluntary and independent nurseries and childminders, the number of registered 

places represents the maximum number of children who can be on the premises at any given 

time. 

 

Type of Provision Number of Providers Number of registered 

places 

Childminders 34 143 

Maintained nursery schools 4 222 

Nursery Classes in schools 21 542 

PVI Sector 67 2386 

TOTAL: 216 3293 
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Children may attend childcare full time or part time. In some cases, two or more children 

attending part time may use one full time equivalent place. For example, one child may attend 

in the morning and one child may attend in the afternoon. 

 

    5.2  Number of school age providers and places 

There are 17 schools advertising the delivery of breakfast clubs and 16 after school provision 

either directly or through an alternative organisation.  In addition, there are 6 holiday schemes 

advertised being delivered by external organisations. There are 34 childminders who may 

provide care for school age children. There is currently insufficient data available in the 

borough to ascertain the number of places available and this will be a priority for the coming 

year. 

   

    6. Early Years Entitlement 

Some children are entitled to free childcare, funded by the government. These entitlements 

can either be provided across 38 weeks or can be stretched for 51 weeks of the year.  

 

    6.1  Universal 3- & 4-year-old entitlement 

All children aged 3 and 4 years are entitled to 15 hours childcare per week until they start 

reception class in school.  

 

   6.2  Extended entitlement (30 hrs) for 3- & 4-year olds of working parents 

Children aged 3 and 4 years where both parents are working, or from lone parent families 

where that parent is working, are entitled to 30 hours per week until they start reception class 

in school if they meet the eligibility criteria. 

 

    6.3   2-year-old entitlement  

Children aged 2 years whose families receive certain benefits (including low income families 

in receipt of in-work benefits) are entitled to 15 hours per week.  

6.4        Disability Access Fund - available for 3 & 4 year olds who receive Disability                              

Living Allowance (DLA) and free universal or extended early education. During this period, 

40 children were eligible for this funding. 

6.5     Early Years Inclusion Fund - available for 3 & 4 year olds with a low level or emerging 

SEN who access free universal or extended early education. 

6.6    Early Years Pupil Premium EYPP- available to early years providers for eligible     

funded three and four year olds. This funding is only applicable to the universal 15 hours and 

only if the family meet the DfE’s criteria. During this period, 245 children were eligible for this 

funding. 

     7.  Cost of childcare 

Residents in Kensington and Chelsea, Westminster and City of London have the highest 

income in the country (£158,000 and £102,000 respectively in the tax year 2014-2015, mean 

averages).   

 

The following table shows mean average income by borough 2014-2015 

https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-and-education-for-2-to-4-year-olds
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/kb5/rbkc/fis/advice.page?id=hL8ur2qOBj0&localofferchannel=0
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/kb5/rbkc/fis/advice.page?id=vKWY0roJESA&localofferchannel=0
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LA Mean Self-employed income 

 

Mean employed income 

 

Kensington and Chelsea £174,000 £123,000 

Westminster £122,000 £85,400 

London £37,000 £39,400 

Source: Income and tax by borough and district or unitary authority, 2014-15  

 

7.1 The cost of non-funded childcare remains high within the borough for working parents. 

The    reason for this is due to a high cost base of delivering provision within an inner London 

borough, often leading to providers charging a premium for non-funded hours. RBKC remains 

vigilant to ensure compliance ensuring free funded childcare and audits are conducted on a 

regular basis or if non-compliance is reported. 

 

Parents can access several schemes designed to help with childcare costs. These include: 

• Childcare vouchers through employers 

• Tax free childcare delivered by HMRC 

• Universities and training provider schemes 

• Working tax credit - help with childcare 

• Universal credit - help with childcare 

• Providers offering concessionary rates 

   7.2  Prices of early years and school age childcare  

A sample of current charges in RBKC were collected and there remains a huge variety in the 

costs of childcare in RBKC. The cost also varies depending on age, as each age group 

require set ratios as set out by Ofsted, making it more expensive for younger children and 

babies. Although, some providers charge a flat fee across the ages such as childminders. 

 

For early years and school age childcare outside the funded entitlements, fee data is 

collected on average prices per hour, reported by settings. There may be variations to prices 

based on the number of hours used, with reductions for longer hours, or discounts for sibling 

groups. There may be additional payments for additional services, e.g. lunch and other 

meals, which are not included in these prices. 

  7.3  Additional charges- Deposit- Registration fee and Consumable charges 

A significant number of settings ask for a deposit varying between one month to one term in 

independent settings. Funded settings return the deposit shortly after the child has started 

and may offer a waiver for those parents unable to pay.  

 

Independent settings and a significant number of private day nurseries require the parent to 

pay a registration fee when booking a place to ensure uptake. Settings offering funded places 

are not allowed to charge a registration fee as the place should be free at the point of access. 

In 2017/2018, audits were conducted, and no settings were found to breach the regulations 

set out in the Early Education and Childcare framework. 
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Most settings ask for a voluntary or set contribution for snacks and consumables. This 

adheres to the Early Education and Childcare Framework regulations, 2018. However, a 

significant number of parents reports difficulty in paying for this charge. 

    8.  Quality of childcare  

All childcare providers must register with and be inspected by Ofsted or Independent School 

Inspectorate (ISI), who will rate them an overall grade for the quality of their provision. 

Childminders and private and voluntary providers are on the Early Years Register and 

schools and standalone maintained nursery schools are on the Schools register. The grades 

for all registers are equal in assessment. Schools with nurseries have an overall inspection 

grade for the whole school and most also have a separate early years grade. 

 

   8.1  Ofsted Inspection grades  

Both schools and early years providers have four possible Ofsted grades:  

• Outstanding 

• Good 

• Requires improvement 

• Inadequate  

• Registered (new settings awaiting their first inspection) 

• Met or unmet 

 

    8.2 Newly registered providers and met/not met grade 

Newly registered providers will be added as a ‘registered’ setting with Ofsted. Settings may 

wait up to 30 months before they complete their first inspection. They can offer childcare and 

early education with some limitations such as: 

• Not offering funded universal and extended without parents written consent 

• Not able to provide the 2-year-old offer unless there is a significant lack of sufficiency 

    

When providers do not have any children on site at the time of their first inspection, they are 

given an Ofsted grade of ‘met’ or ‘not met’. This shows whether they are meeting the 

requirements for Ofsted registration, and usually happens when new providers are being set 

up.  

 

Percentage of providers with good or outstanding Ofsted judgments  

August   2017  

Type of Provision Total number of 

providers 

% achieving good 

or outstanding 

% achieving 

good or 

outstanding 

nationally 

Childminders* 27 66 93 

Community Nursery 4 * 100 98 

Maintained   schools 

with nursery provision 

21 96 87 

PVI 78 100 95 
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In RBKC, Ofsted data for August 2017 records that 100% of both PVIs and Community 

nurseries were good or outstanding and for Schools this was 96%; for Childminders it was 

66%. 

 

Furthermore, Ofsted data, 2017, shows 100% of settings delivering the 2-year-old funding 

are rated good or outstanding in RBKC.         

     9.  Information, Advice & Guidance  

RBKC’s Family Information Service provides free, impartial information and guidance to 

families regarding childcare, schools, early help services, leisure activities and services 

delivered across the borough by the private and voluntary sector.  This information is for 

families with children and young people aged 0-19 (25 with SEND) in Kensington. 

 

9.1 The service delivers the statutory responsibilities placed upon the local authority   under 

section 12 of the Childcare Act (2006).  As required by legislation, the directory has a focus 

on providing information and support to families with disabled children being proactive in 

reaching vulnerable/disadvantaged families who may find it difficult to access themselves.  

This is fulfilled by the publication of the Local Offer. 

9.2 The service is delivered via an online Family Information Service Directory, email, 

website, Facebook and Twitter, phone line and brokerage service where applicable.  The 

promotion of the offers is also undertaken in a variety of ways. All literature and advertising 

signposts families to the www.childcarechoices.gov.uk website where families can complete 

calculators to see what they are entitled to and link them to where they need to apply.  The 

Borough has developed its own leaflets but also uses the national advertising 

literature/campaigns including those for Tax Free Childcare and promotes through the 

borough’s free e-newsletters and through children’s centres and schools. 

  

9.3 The local authority is also developing a Service Champion and Parent Champion 

outreach service to support and promote the FIS directory, Local Offer and Childcare funding 

options over the coming year. 

    10.  Methodology 

We have used the following data sources to complete this Childcare Sufficiency Assessment: 

 

• Number of children: based on GLA population projections from the London Data Store 

ONS 2017 

• Children with EHC plans: based on data held by our local authority 

• Supply of childcare: based on data provided to us by Ofsted, who regulate early years 

provision in schools and childcare provision. In some cases, we have supplemented this 

with local intelligence where providers are registered with ISI (Independent Schools 

Inspectorate) 

• Funded early education: data on take up of funded early education entitlements is based 

on the Early Years and Schools Censuses, which are taken every January and published 

by the Department for Education in the statistical collection Education provision: children 

under five years of age. Projected data on entitlement to a funded early education place 

for 2-year olds is provided by the Department for Work and Pensions  

http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
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• Price of childcare through online survey 

• Quality of childcare: data on childcare quality is provided by Ofsted 

• Local Authority Interactive Tool, 2017 

• National Statistics, Department of Education, 2017 

• Internal Data, IT and financial systems 
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Glossary of Childcare Types 

 

Childminder  

 

 

Ofsted registered professional carers, 

looking after children in their own home. 

  

Day Nursery  Normally run by private organisations 

Ofsted registered day-care provision, open 

for most of the year and able to look after 

children from birth to five years 

 

Pre-School Playgroup  Can be Ofsted registered and normally offer 

sessional care for children aged two to five 

years during term time.  

 

Nursery Unit of Independent School  

 

Nurseries within an independent school i.e. 

not maintained by the local authority.  

 

Out of School Care  Providers of play and learning opportunities 

for school age children when schools are not 

open. They can operate before and after 

school and/or during school holidays.  

 

Holiday Playscheme  Providers of play opportunities outside of 

term time.  

 

Home Child carer  Carers who look after children in the child’s 

home. This includes nannies.  

 

Childcare on Domestic Premises  

 

Like childminding, but with four or more 

carers/assistants looking after children in 

their own home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Draft the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 2017/18 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Childcare Support Age of Child Applicability 

Funded childcare for 2-year olds 2 years 15 hours a week for 38 weeks a year for 

parents in receipt of benefits (including 

in-work benefits) or children who are 

disabled or looked after. 

Universal funded childcare for 3- & 

4-year olds 

3 to 4 years old 15 hours a week for 38 weeks a year for 

all 3- & 4-year olds. 

Funded childcare for 3- & 4-year 

olds of working parents * 

3 to 4 years old 3- & 4-year olds with working parents are 

entitled to an additional 15 hours per 

week of funded childcare for 38 weeks 

of the year, meaning they get a total of 

30 hours a week. 

Tax Free Childcare Up to 12 years 

old or 17 if a 

child has a 

disability 

Covers 20% of childcare costs up to a 

maximum of £2,000 per child per year or 

£4,000 for disabled children.  Tax Free 

Childcare replaces the childcare 

voucher scheme, which is now closed to 

new applications. 

 

Parents and their partner (if they are a 

two-parent family) must earn at least the 

equivalent of the national minimum 

wage or national living wage.  

 

Can be received alongside the 30 hours 

extended entitlement but not Working 

Tax Credit or Universal Credit. 

 

This operates like a savings account for 

each child: for every 80p a parent saves 

the Government match it with 20p 

 

Providers must be registered to be able 

to be paid via a parent tax free childcare 

account. 

Universal Credit Any age with 

Ofsted 

registered 

providers 

Pays up to 85% of childcare costs up to 

£175 per week for one child and £300 for 

2 or more children.  This is set to replace 

Tax Credits and other benefits as it is 

rolled out across the country. 
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Universal Credit can be claimed 

alongside funded childcare, but not with 

Working Tax Credit or Tax-Free 

Childcare.  Parents must have an 

income below a certain level – this varies 

depending on a family’s individual 

circumstances. 

*Parents and their partner (if a 2-parent family) must both earn at least equivalent of 16 hours 

a week at national minimum wage or national living wage, claimant must not earn more than 

£100,000 per year (per parent) 



Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 2017/18 

 
 

Appendices 

Appendix 1 Sufficiency Summary Spring 2018   

 

Appendix 2 Population of under 5’s by age and ward 

Appendix 3 Population 5 - 14 by Ward 

Appendix 4 Early Years Pupil Premium and Disability Access Fund (DAF) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 2017/18 

 
 

Appendix 1 

Sufficiency Summary Spring 2018 – source GLA data store 2018; census 2018 data sets 

 

Wards No 2 yr. olds 

2018 GLA 

data store 

Nov 17 

projections 

No 3yr olds 

2018 GLA 

data store 

Nov 17 

projections 

No 4 yr. 

olds 2018 

GLA data 

store Nov 

17 

projections 

total 3 & 4 

yr. olds 

GLA data 

store Nov 

17 

projections 

no of 

parents 

working  

house-

holds with 

dependent       

0-4 

% 

children 

in 

Poverty 

after 

housing 

costs  

Estimates 

Summer 

2018 

additional 

15 hrs 

(DfE) ** 

Take 

up April 

2018 

15 

hours 

Abingdon 137 128 134 262 1077 199 25.94% 58 6 

Brompton & Hans 

Town 89 113 104 217 
853 

133 16.56% 50 9 

Campden 107 132 114 246 977 160 8.90% 57 0 

Chelsea Riverside 

(new ward) 89 87 70 157 
 

 39.80% 28 21 

Colville 103 76 75 151 775 159 35.11% 26 29 

Court field 104 75 76 151 894 162 8.23% 34 0 

Dalgarno (new ward) 95 104 99 203  
 29.64% 37 15 

Earls Court 89 83 79 162 731 159 25.09% 34 12 

Golborne  82 90 85 175 881 179 43.48% 27 26 

Holland 122 122 116 238 1170 198 26.88% 55 11 

Norland 99 109 105 214 1052 150 30.93% 49 9 

Notting Dale 108 111 112 223 1112 156 38.81% 36 16 

Pembridge 84 83 82 165 769 139 16.58% 39 6 

Queens Gate 97 101 100 201 1078 199 7.75% 47 0 

Redcliffe 96 94 99 193 1060 188 21.52% 36 19 

Royal Hospital 53 50 52 102 711 105 14.38% 20 31 

St Helens (new ward) 101 105 118 223  
 40.29% 48 27 

Stanley 79 81 80 161 856 146 20.98% 31 6 
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RBKC  1734 1,744 1,700 3,444 13996 2432 

av 

28.18% 713 243 
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Appendix 2 

Population of under 5’s by age and ward - (Source: GLA data set 2017 update) 

  

Ward 0 1 2 3 4 Total Under 5 

Abingdon 130 139 138 129 135 671 

Brompton 87 90 88 112 103 480 

Campden 92 83 87 90 111 463 

Colville 79 76 74 65 70 364 

Courtfield 94 81 70 77 57 379 

Cremorne 73 74 70 75 70 362 

Earl's Court 98 92 82 77 75 424 

Golborne 116 95 85 92 88 476 

Hans Town 77 71 70 81 84 383 

Holland 115 116 123 122 116 592 

Norland 96 91 98 108 105 498 

Notting Barns 107 110 108 111 112 548 

Pembridge 84 83 83 82 81 413 

Queen's Gate 110 106 96 100 100 512 

Redcliffe 102 98 96 93 99 488 

Royal Hospital 48 51 53 50 52 254 

St Charles 95 97 89 84 108 473 

Stanley 77 75 79 80 79 390 

Grand Total 1680 1628 1589 1628 1645 8170 
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Appendix 3 

 

Population 5 - 14 by Ward (Source: GLA data set 2017 update) 

Ward 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Abingdon      135 142 138 136 127 111 115 106 89 83 

Brompton 103 132 111 126 98 115 107 92 85 88 

Campden 117 119 123 111 125 106 106 77 73 74 

Colville 75 81 76 86 77 70 75 72 80 76 

Courtfield 57 59 70 74 65 72 71 66 65 55 

Cremorne 74 82 81 77 78 59 68 69 69 66 

Earl's Court 77 90 81 71 70 73 58 65 53 58 

Golborne 95 108 113 121 111 111 113 126 115 116 

Hans Town 76 97 91 90 97 80 69 56 52 49 

Holland 125 143 126 128 125 123 118 126 113 101 

Norland 116 118 107 112 119 105 97 86 79 69 

Notting Barns 111 122 116 118 120 108 118 123 119 121 

Pembridge 88 96 89 79 81 69 71 57 51 43 

Queen's Gate 107 117 120 112 100 85 94 91 73 65 

Redcliffe 100 109 109 109 111 111 102 110 104 88 

Royal Hospital 63 74 78 70 80 66 64 66 50 53 

St Charles 89 104 93 101 109 115 125 107 121 126 

Stanley 74 81 83 82 75 74 75 59 54 52 

Grand Total 1682 1874 1805 1803 1768 1653 1646 1554 1445 1383 
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Appendix 4 

Early Years Pupil Premium and Disability Access Fund (DAF) – source spring 18 census    

Wards EYPP DAF Incl. fund 

Abingdon 0 0 0 

Brompton & Hans Town 0 28 0 

Campden 0 1 0 

Chelsea Riverside  27 1 0 

Colville 18 2 0 

Courtfield 1 0 0 

Dalgarno   15 0 0 

Earls Court 7 0 0 

Golborne  74 0 0 

Holland 8 0 0 

Norland 13 7 0 

Notting Dale 24 0 0 

Pembridge 1 1 0 

Queens Gate 0 0 0 

Redcliffe 6 0 0 

Royal Hospital 16 0 0 

St Helens  23 0 0 

Stanley 12 0 0 

RBKC  245 40 0 

                

 

 


