
SEN Information Reports
Bi-borough SENCO led peer-review



Baseline review of your current SEN 
Information Report

• Statutory compliance checklist

• Quality and accessibility of 
reports (LA checklist)

• Quality and accessibility of 
reports (School produced 
checklist)



Working together to compare practice

• Following the implementation of the SEND Reforms in 2014, the Local 
Authority provided schools with a template to support them with the 
development of a SEN Information Report.

• As the reforms are now more embedded, we are aware that many schools 
are now developing more bespoke SEN Information Reports to reflect the 
graduated offer of SEN support offered in their settings, and that these 
have been developed in partnership with parents.

• We are also aware that good practice is being developed by schools in 
other local areas. 

• With this in mind, we brought together 10 SENCOs from 10 local nurseries 
and primary schools to review their current SEN Information Reports and 
report back on their findings.



Key findings – good practice

• Include parents in the planning of the 
document – ask them what they want from 
a SEN Information Report and reflect their 
feedback.

• Make the report easy to find – name it ‘SEN 
Information Report’ and ensure link on 
Local Offer record.

• Keep it as short as possible.

• Less text – more visuals. Particularly to 
demonstrate graduated offer.

• Make it personal. Accessible list of 
professionals at your school, and what they 
do – include photos.

• Information around identification process –
what is and what isn’t SEN.

• Include information around Health and 
Wellbeing offer.

• Include the offers that your school funds 
from external sources – additional 
therapies for instance.

• Keep the offer ‘live’ – have half termly 
forums for parents of children with SEND.

• Links to other boroughs’ Local Offer 
websites as appropriate.

• Include support for parents that is available 
in the school.

• Use your governing body for views and 
challenge.



Key findings – challenges to be worked on

• There is a need to include the pupil voice, without it being tokenistic.

• Balance between being statutorily compliant and accessible / useful 
for families.

• Try to develop the document in such a way as it can be ‘used’. 
Supplementing conversations with parents. Make it make your life 
easier.



Key findings – insights and ideas

• Use the process of developing an SEN Information Report to reflect on your 
whole school offer – the starting point is all children and young people

• Peer review process has been good – reflecting on SENCO sometimes being 
a lonely role – potential to learn from colleagues.

• Pupil voice is key – particularly to be able to show how you have made 
changes to your offer on the basis of pupil experience and feedback.

• Look into developing video content to bring provision to life.

• Measuring soft outcomes – using report and associated webpages to 
celebrate success.



Examples – Park Walk cycle of support



Examples – Ark Atwood graduated steps


