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PROPOSAL:  Development by the Royal Parks Agency concerning the playground as a memorial to Diana,
Princess of Wales. (Circular 18/84 Construction)
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MEMORANDUM

TO: FOR FILE USE ONLY From: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
PLANNING & CONSERVATION

My Ref: PP/99/02384/KO CODE 1B
Room No:

Date: 30 November 1999

DEVELOPMENT AT:
Kensington Gardens Royal Park
DEVELOPMENT:

Development by the Royal Parks Agency concerning the playground as a memorial to Diana,
Princess of Wales. (Circular 18/84 Construction) T a

The above development is to be advertised under:-

1. Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 .
(development affecting the character or appearance of a Conservation Area or
adjoining Conservation Area) - '

2. - Section 67 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990... -
(development affecting the setting of a Listed building) '

M.J. French
Executive Director, Planning & Conservation




PLANNING AND CONSERVATION THE ROYAL
“ BOROUGH OF

THE TOWN HALL HORNTON STREET LONDON W38 7NX

Executive Director M J FRENCH FRICS Dip TP MRTPI Cert TS

Mr. N. AI'Ch, Switchboard: 0171-937-5464
Kensington Palace, Direct Line: 0171-361-2771
Kensington, Extension: 2771
London, Facsimilie:  0171-361-3463 KENSINGTON
W8 4PX
AND E
Date: 30 November 19%5"15 A

My Ref: DPS/DCC/PP/99/02384 Your ref: GREG MCERLEAN Please ask for: K. Orme

Dear Mr. Arch,

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1999

Proposed development at: Kensington Gardens Royal Park

I enclose a copy of an application, with relevant drawings and/or supporting information,
and should be pleased to receive your observations on these proposals as soon as possible.

It is hoped to present this application to the Planning Services Committee prior to
18/01/2000. 1 look forward to hearing from you in the near future, in order that your

comments may be reported to this Committee.

Should you require any further details in respect of this case, please do not hesitate to
contact the Case Officer on the above extension.

Yours sincerely,
M.J. FRENCH

Executive Director, Planning and Conservation




PLANNING AND CONSERVATION

THE TOWN HALL HORNTON STREET LONDON W8 7TNX

THE ROYAL
\ 2 BOROUGH OF

Executive Director M J FRENCH FRICS Dip TP MRTPI Cert TS

English Heritage

Historic Buildings & Monuments Commission
London & South East Region

23 Saville Row

London W1X 1AB

Switchboard: 0171-937-5464
Direct Ling: 0171-361-2771
Extension: 2771

Facsimilie: 0171-361-3463

KENSINGTON
Date: 30 November 1999 AND CHELSEA

My Ref: DPS/DCC/PP/99/02384 Your ref: GREG MCERLEAN Please ask for: K. Orme

Dear Sir/Madam,

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

Proposed development at: Kensington Gardens Royal Park

I have recently received an application for development at the above address, which relates
to a Circular 30/85 Listed building, and is also likely to affect the setting of a Grade I or II*

Listed building.

1 enclose a copy of the application, with any relevant drawings or documents, and wiil be

pleased to receive your comments in due course.

It is hoped to present this application prior to 18/01/2000.

Yours faithfully,
M.J. FRENCH

Executive Director, Planning and Conservation




PLANNING AND CONSERVATION THE ROYAL
,3 BOROUGH OF

THE TOWN HALL HORNTON STREET LONDON W8 TNX

Exccutive Director M J FRENCH FRICS Dip TP MRTPI Cert TS

Department of Architecture & Planning, Switchboard: 0171-937-3464
City of Westminster, Direct Line: 0171-361-2771
P.O. Box 240, Westminster City Hall, Extension: 2771
]chtgna Street, Facsimilie:  0171-361-3463  KENSINGTON
ondon
’ AND
SWIE 6QP ND CHELSEA

Date: 30 November 1999

My Ref: DPS/DCC/PP/99/02384 Your ref: GREG MCERLEAN Please ask for: K. Orme

Dear Sir / Madam

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

Proposed development at: Kensington Gardens Royal Park

I enclose a copy of an application, with relevant drawings and/or supporting information,
and should be pleased to receive your observations on these proposals as soon as possible.

It is hoped to present this application to the Planning Services Committee prior to
18/01/2000. 1 look forward to hearing from you in the near future, in order that your

comments may be reported to this Committee.

Should you require any further details in respect of this case, please do not hesitate to
contact the Case Officer on the above extension.

Yours faithfully,

M.J. FRENCH

Executive Director, Planning and Conservation
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PLANNING ANDCONSERVATION

THE ROYAL
THE TOWN HALL HORNTON STREET LONDON W8 7NX ‘4‘ BOROUGH OF

Exceutive Director M J FRENCH FRICS Dip TP MRTPI Cent TS

Chief Superintendent, Switchboard: 0171-937-3464
Kensington Traffic/Architectural Liason, Direct Line: 0171-361-2771
72 _Earls Court Road, Extension: 2771
London, Facsimilie: 0171-361-3463 KENSINGTON
W8
AND E
Date: 30 November lég LSEA

My Ref: DPS/DCC/PP/99/02384 Your ref: GREG MCERLEAN Please ask for: K. Orme

Dear Sir / Madam

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Proposed development at: Kensington Gardens Royal Park

I enclose a copy of an application, with relevant drawings and/or supporting information,
and should be pleased to receive your observations on these proposals as soon as possible.

It is hoped to present this application to the Planning Services Committee prior to
18/01/2000. I look forward to hearing from you in the near future, in order that your

comments may be reported to this Committee.

Should you require any further details in respect of this case, please do not hesitate to
contact the Case Officer on the above extension. .

Yours faithfully,
M.J. FRENCH

Executive Director, Planning and Conservation
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PLANNING AND CONSERVATION P THE ROYAL
THE TOWN HALL HORNTON STREET LONDON W8 7NX ‘ b BOROUGH OF

Executive Director M ] FRENCH FRICS TP MRTPI Cert TS

Switchboard:
FILE COPY Exension. 0171-937-3464
2771 . . -
Direct Line:
0171-361- 2771
Facsimile: KENSINGTON
| 0171-361-3463 AND CHELSEA
pate: 30 November 1999
My reference: Your reference: Please ask for:
My Ref: DPS/DCC/PP/99/02384/K0O Planning Information Office

Dear Sir/Madam,
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

Proposed development at: Kensington Gardens Royal Park

Brief details of the proposed development are set out below. Members of the public may inspect
copies of the application, the plans and any other documents submitted with it. The Council's
Planning Services Committee, in considering the proposal, welcomes comments either for or
against the scheme. Anyone who wishes to make representations about the application should write
to the Council at the above address within 21 days of the date of this letter. Unfortunately, the
Council does not have the resources to advise objectors of the Committee date, and you should
telephone for further information.

Proposal for which permission is sought

Development by the Royal Parks Agency concerning the playground as a memorial to
Diana, Princess of Wales. (Circular 18/84 Construction)

Applicant
The Royal Parks, Project Manager, The Old Police House, Hyde Park, London

W2 2UH

Yours faithfully,
M. J. FRENCH

Executive Director, Planning and Conservation




WHAT MATTERS CAN BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT .

When dealing with a planning application the Council has to consider the policies of the Borough Plan,
known as the Unitary Development Plan, and any other material considerations. The most common of
these include (not necessarily in order of importance): :

* The scale and appearance of the proposal and impact upon the surrounding area or adjoining
neighbours;

* Effect upon the character or appearance of a Conservation Area;

* Effect upon the special historic interest of a Listed Building, or its setting;

* Effect upon traffic, access, and parking;

*

Amenity issues such as loss of Sunlight or daylight, Overlooking and loss of privacy,
Noise and disturbance resulting from a use, Hours of operation

WHAT MATTERS CANNOT BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT
Often people may wish to object on grounds that, unfortunately, cannot be taken into account because
they are not controlled by Planning Legislation. These include (again not in any order of importance):

Loss of property value;
Private issues between neighbours such as land covenants, party walls, land and boundary
disputes, damage to property;

* Problems associated with construction such as noise, dust, or vehicles (If you experience
these problems Environmental Services have some control and you should contact them direct)
Smells (Also covered by Environmental Services)
Competition between firms;
Structural and fire precaution concerns; (These are Building Control matters)

WHAT HAPPENS TO YOUR LETTER

Planning applications where objections have been received are presented to the Planning Services
Committee which is made up of elected Ward Councillors. Planning Officers write a report to the
Committee with a recommendation as to whether the application should be granted or refused. Letters
received are summarised in the report, and copies can be seen by Councillors and members of the public
including the applicant. The Councillors make the decisions and are not bound by the Planning Officer’s
recommendation. All meetings of the Committee are open to the public.

If you would like further information, about the application itself or when it is likely to be
decided, please contact the Planning Department on the telephone number overleaf.

WHERE TO SEE THE PLANS

Details of the application can be seen at the Planning Information Office, 3rd floor, Town Hall,
Hornton Street W8. It is open from 9am to 4.45pm Mondays to Thursdays (4pm Fridays). A Planning
Officer will always be there to assist you.

In addition, copies of applications in the Chelsea Area (SW1, SW3, SW10) can be seen at The
Reference Library, Chelsea Old Town Hall, Kings Road SW3 (0171-361 4158), for the Central
Area (W8, W14, SW5, SW7) can be viewed in the Central Library, Town Hall, Hornton Street,
W8. and applications for districts W10, W11 and W2 in the North of the Borough can be seen at The
Information Centre, North Kensington Library, 108 Ladbroke Grove, London W11 (under the
Westway near Ladbroke Grove Station 0171-727-6583). Please telephone to check the opening times of
these offices.

If you are a registered disabled person, it may be possible for an Officer to come to your home with the
plans. Please contact the Planning Department and ask to speak to the Case Officer for the application.

PLEASE QUOTE THE APPLICATION REFERENCE NUMBER ON YOUR REPLY
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PLANNING AND CO\I}\I\SERVATION THE ROYAL
THE TOWN HALL HORNTON STREET LONDON wg?Nx_\ | ] BOROUGH OF

Executive Director M JFRENCH FRICS Dip TP MRTPI Cert TS

The Baroness Hanham CBE, switchboard:™~.0171-937 5464

Leader of the Council Extension: 2944

Town Hall & Tounetl Direct Line: ~ 0171-361-2944

? Facsimile: 0171-361-3463

Hornton Street,

LONDON, W8 7NX. KENSINGTON
23 November 1999 AND CHELSEA

My reference: EDPC/MJF Your reference: Please ask for:  Mr. French

Dear Lady Hanham,

Diana, Princess of Wales Playground

I have now received from the Royal Parks an application under Circular 18/84 for the proposed
playground to the north of Kensington Palace which will form part of the memorial to Diana, Princess of
Wales.

I am enclosing, for your information, a set of the submitted drawings and I would welcome any
comments you may wish to make on these proposals.

Finally, I do intend to consult widely with local associations who have been closely involved in the
memorial proceedings.

Yours sincerely,

M. J. French,
Executive Director, Planning and Conservation.




TP Number Address Date of Obs
PP/99 /2384 Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Playground, | 2/12/99
Kensington Gardens, Royal Park

Description Objection
children’s’ playground no

File Number Obs Transportation Officer | D C Officer
TF/202/K full Gillian Palmer KO

Other information

1. The proposal comprises a children’s’ adventure playground measuring approx.
60m x 120m.with ancillary toilet facilities and café. The proposal would replace an
existing playground, toilets and café.

2. there are 3 vehicular access gates proposed for maintenance and emergency
vehicles. ’

3. in my opinion the proposal is unlikely to cause any problems for traffic or parking
in the immediate area.
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THE ROYAL
BOROUGH OF

NOTICE OF A PLANNING APPLICATION

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990

Notice is hereby given the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea Council iENSIGTOR

an application: AND CHELSEA
(a) for development of land in or adjacent to a Conservation Area.

(b) for a grant of planning permission affecting the setting of a Listed building.

Detalls are set out below

Members of the public may inspect copies of the application, the plans and other documnerits
; f Submltted Wlth lt at ,“;( 20048 f'r‘, s, 1 , {_‘\ ;"' “‘# ‘.' :.‘t."" ,?‘,' ‘f"} :“'t‘ o !

. o [N
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The Planmng Information Office, 3rd floor, The Town Hall, Hornton- Street W8

. INX between the hours of 9. 15 and 4.45 Mondays to Thursdays and 9 15 10 30
t Fndays ' :

a bt

For applications in the Chelsea area: The Reference Library, Chelsea Old Town

Hall, Tel. 0171-361-4158. R

For postal areas W10, W11 and W2: The 1st floor, North Kensington Library;. .z
.. 108 Ladbroke Grove, W11, Tel. 0171-727-6583.

Anyone who w1shes to ma.ke representatlons about thls apphcatlon should wr1te )

to the Executive Director of Planning and Conservation at the Town, Hall (Dept

705) within 21 days of the date of thlS notice.
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SCHEDULE '

Reforence: PP/99/02384/KO ~~ Date: 93/12/1999
G L
Kensington Gardens Royal Park

a—

Development by the Royal Parks Agency concerning the playground as a memorial to-Diana;
Princess of Wales. (Circular 18/84 Construction)

APPLICANT The Royal Parks, T

C o DIMTRT
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I | [‘ LAND USE
CONSULTANTS

ENVIRONMENTAL
PLANNING, DESIGN AND
MANAGEMENT

43 Chalton Street /f k(D

London NwW1 1JD \

Tel: 0171-383 5784

Fax: 0171-383 4798

Email: luc@london.landuse.co.uk

AW/jb/1762/01/PRO

13 December, 1999

RECE ~ '
Executivg/Di lanning & Conservation = IVED BY PLANNING SERVICES]

The Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea (8 HOCE ~ f C [sw | st Lenr] 20
) ACK
Kensington Town Hall

Hornton Street | 15 DEC 1999
ONDON NX \
LOND W87 _\_—6/

i< ‘w'h,,'«'.mb FWO T oo
' ! PLN i G |FEES

Dear Mr. French,

DOE CIRCULAR 18/84: CONSERVATION AREA CONSENT

NOTICE OF DEVELOPMENT BY THE ROYAL PARKS AGENCY - KENSINGTON
GARDENS — THE PLAYGROUND AS A MEMORIAL TO DIANA, PRINCESS OF WALES

With reference to a letter sent to you by Mr. Greg McErlean of The Royal Parks Agency dated
November 18", please find enclosed four copies of our written summary of the design proposal for this
project.

Our archaeologists mitigation strategy for the site will be forwarded to you within the next few weeks.

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Y ours sincerely,

Adrian Wikeley

for Land Use Consultants

ce: Greg McErlean RPA
Offices: Principals: Associates:
London, Bristol and Glasgow M Lintell MA MArch MCP Dip RIBA D Cole pa pipla N O James A MPrd MATPI

Registered Office:
Land Use Censultants Ltd.
43 Chalion Street .
London NW1 1JD

Registered in England: 2549296

R G Fleniey A Dwl0 MU

P J NEISOn ma MSc DwTP MATPY
C Swanwick BA Msc

L Cole psc Msc

R J B Hannay ma DpLa Mu

J B Grantharn Ba MRTPE

M J van Grieken mSc MU BNT
M L Tabor samu

J M Owen ma Msc ACA

A Wikeley BA DipLa MU

S Michagls DipLA DipUD MA MUY
J Adams Bsc Msc MLI

K Ahern BSc mse MLI

P H Smith 84 MRTR



DOE CIRCULAR 18/84

CONSERVATION AREA CONSENT

THE PLAYGROUND AS A MEMORIAL.
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DIANA, PRINCESS OF WALES

NOTICE OF DEVELOPMENT
BY
THE ROYAL PARKS AGENCY

KENSINGTON GARDENS

SUMMARY OF THE DESIGN
PROPOSALS
R.B.K&C
LAND USE CONSULTANTS
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DECEMBER 1999
15DEC 1999
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PLAYGROUND DEDICATED TO DIANA, PRINCESS OF WALES
Summary of the Design Proposal ‘

Land Use Consultants (LUC) were appointed by the Royal Parks Agency (RPA} in
July as lead consultants on the design and implementation of a new playground
dedicated to the memory of Diana, Princess of Wales, in Kensington Gardens,
London.

LOCATION, SITE LAYOUT AND HISTORY

The playground will replace an existing playground near Black Lion Gate (north/east
of Kensington Palace) which was established in 1909 in response to public requests,
with the help of donations from J.M. Barrie (the author of Peter Pan} and others.
The playground is situated on a part of the park which was formally gravel pits but
which were laid out c. 1704-05 by Wise, as the Old Wilderness. The features of
these gardens have largely disappeared on the surface, although recent
archaeological investigations have shown the area surrounding the existing
playground (which the new playground will extend into) have below ground features,
and will influence where excavations can be made.

Therefore main play features are to be placed within the existing playground
footprint an area which is considered to have no archaeological merit. An
archaeological mitigation strategy is in production and will be ready by the end of
December. An archaeological assessment of the site was produced by the AOC
Archaeological Group in May 1999 and an archaeological evaluation was produced by
the Museum Of London Archaeological Service in August 1999.

Kensington Gardens are designated as a Grade | historical landscape in the English
Heritage Register of Historic Parks and Gardens. The park is also included within
two conservation areas. '

GENERAL PROJECT BRIEF

The development of this play area is intended to provide a creative, innovative
facility which will be a fitting tribute to the Princess. It will reflect her interests in
children (particularly those with disabilities), the family and the environment. The
setting and aesthetics of the new scheme, and buildings or structures within it, will
however, strike an appropriate balance between the utility of the playground and its
visual and environmental impact upon the park.

The objectives of the project are listed below:
Social and cultural
¢ To create an area where disabled and able-bodied children can play
together, with no segregation.
¢ To meet children’s play needs
e To create a fitting memorial to Diana, Princess of Wales
» To provide a creative, innovative facility




e To allow the ideas and principles adopted from the designs developed for
the playground to be used as a best practice example for improving play
facilities around the country

e To provide a playground that contributes positively to the historic
landscape

Operational needs
e The playground should be capable of single person supervision

Energy and maintenance

» The project should respect RPA ‘Green Housekeeping policy’, with
choice of materials selected for their lifetime costs and environmental
value

e The playground should not attract significantly increased revenue costs

Time scale
e To have the project fully complete and operational from 1" July 2000, but
also to have it practically complete by the end of March 2000.

CURRENT PLAYGROUND PROYVISION

The present playground is a popular and well maintained facility. At the main
entrance to the site, but outside the fenced play area are two points of architectural
interest; the Elfin Oak (a trunk of an old oak tree which has been carved to create a
variety of painted figures) and the Time Flies drinking fountain. A café is located to
the side of this with a seating area. An existing Edwardian shelter within the
playground is to be retained. New toilets will be incorporated into the new scheme,
near to the existing cafe.

PLAY BRIEF

The overall concept of the scheme is to create a design which is as natural as
possible with a strong preference to use of high quality products (with the main play
structures in timber). It was considered by the client group that there is great scope
for the use of a variety of forms, scales, textures and colours in the playground
environment, but the use of such variety should be in a controlled fashion so as not
to adversely impact upon the historic landscape.

The brief asked that the following be considered in the overall playground design:

e A water feature

¢  Wheelchair accessibility

¢ Planted areas which make dens and hiding places

e Strategically placed acrylic fairground’ mirrors

+ Musical paths

» Adult picnic tables and benches, small scale picnic tables and benches

* Wooden houses inside which are items such as opening shutters, wall games,
tables and chairs, cupboards etc.

s Differing height talk tubes

+ Scented paths




*  Wind tunnel area

e A sonic area which includes fixed musical instruments such as pipes and bells

e Paths with different textures

» Periscopes at different heights which provide views of the vegetation, gardens
and skyline

s Sculptures using natural material which children an touch and play with

e Caves and tunnels

THE PROPOSED DESIGN

Within the proposed layout of the new playground we have developed the ideas
within the brief and taken the theme of Peter Pan as a basis for our design The
following notes should be read in conjunction with the enclosed masterplan drawing.

The site lies to the west of the Broad Walk and south of the Bayswater Road, close
to Black Lion Gate. The fenced boundary of the site follows the alignment of the
surrounding footpaths but is set back to avoid interference with the Broad Walk
avenue trees and existing shrubberies.

There is only one public entrance and exit to the site which is positioned close
to the existing entrance just west of the existing café building which remains. The
intention is to enforce a policy of access “for adults only accompanied by children”,
for this reason the Elfin Oak and Time Flies clock tower are outside the proposed
fenced enclosure.

Within the gate is a hard paved area which will accommodate the existing café
seating and forms the beginning of the designated route through the playground.
This area is surfaced with macadam with a tarspray and chip surface, as are most of
the paths through the site. To the north is the park supervisor and toilets
building and to the west of this the entrance into the playground proper.

The park supervisor and toilets building is covered by a grassed ‘green’ roof
and is designed to fit in with the nature and setting of the surrounding playground
facilities. 1t accommodates a girls side [5 toilets) and boys side (urinals, and | toilet)
along with the attendants office, and a single adults toilet with disabled facilities.

The path into the playground runs around the west side of the grass roofed building
into the first area of the playground which is entitled The High Seas. The
centrepiece of this area is the Pirate Ship, which is designed to a high quality, with
many interactive facilities, in European oak. The ship is surrounded by sand with
smaller play-boats, sand diggers and boulders with sub-tropical planting. Ground
modelling surrounds the ship restricting views of it from the Gardens outside.

The existing pavilion to the north is retained, however the toilet block attached to
it is demolished to reveal the open-sided pavilion as it was originally designed.

The Tree House Encampment has been carefully designed to incorporate the
three existing mature trees with platforms and connecting rope bridges. To the
west the path enters The Movement and Musical Garden where blocks of




colourful herbaceous planting conceal a variety of musical and movement play
features.

To the south the Wigwam Camp features three tepees and totem poles on the
theme of the Peter Pan ‘Red Skins Camp’.

The Mermaids Fountain is an area of water play with water jets and fountains and
non-slip paving. The mermaid will be subtly sculptured into the rockwork with
diverse opportunities for play activity.

Finally close to the exit the Oak Tree Village provides an enclosed, safe
environment for quiet play and role playmg with the adjacent under 3’s play area,
it is aimed at younger visitors to the site.

TREATMENT OF EXISTING TREES [refer to dwg. 1762/01/06}]

Within the boundary of the new playground there are a total of 18 trees each has
been inspected and it was established that a total of 3 mature trees and 5 semi-
mature trees should be removed for arboricultural reasons.
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PRELIMINARY CONSULTATION
ON THE PROPOSALS FOR A GARDEN
TO COMMEMORATE DIANA, PRINCESS OF WALES
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Lhis document is designed o mform vesidents. the relevani authorities and the
wider public ibout the proposals for a garden o commemoraie Diana. Princess
of Wales in Kensington Gardens and w help them o put forward therr views on
these proposals as part of the preliminary consultation vxvrcise which the
Department for Cuiture, Media and Sportare conducting on behalf of the Diane,
Princess of Wales Memorial Cammitise,
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1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

INTRODUCTION

The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Committee, chaired by the Chancelior of the
Exchequer, is advising HM Government as to how the life of Diana, Princess of Wales
can best be commemorated.

The Memorial Committee support, in principle, the proposal for a garden to commemorate
Diana, Princess of Wales in Kensington Gardens and it was among the proposals set out in
the Memorial Committee’s Preliminary Advice to Government published on 24 June 1998.

Of over 10,000 proposals the Memorial Committee received, gardens and fountains were
amongst the most popular and appropriate ways in which the public wanted to remember
Diana, Princess of Wales.

Kensington Palace was the Princess’s home, and she sought recreation in the gardens
around it. People have chosen Kensington Gardens as the place to go to pay their respects.
In the days following her death, an enormous number of flowers and tributes were placed
in front of the Palace, entirely spontaneously. And, ever since, more than 100 bouquets have
been left there every week.

People will continue to visit Kensington Gardens to remember Diana, Princess of Wales
and the Memorial Committee feel that, in response to this, the Gardens should be enhanced
in a simple, elegant and dignified way, as a place of remembrance.

A memorial garden in Kensington Gardens could encompass: to the south of Kensington
Palace, a garden respecting the historic setting; to the north, a children’s garden; and, linking
the two, a fountain in the Round Pond. This would allow Kensington Gardens to be enhanced
in a simple and sympathetic way for visitors arriving from the north, south or east.

Many people visiting Kensington Gardens to remember Diana, Princess of Wales have
chosen to walk from there to Westminster. The Memorial Committee feel that there is
potential for recognising people’s wish to walk from Kensington Gardens and encouraging it,
by creating a memorial walking route from Kensington through the Royal Parks to St James’s
Park. Establishing this route by the use of markers on the paths and widely available maps
might make this an enjoyable option for visitors.

The Memorial Committee feel that it is essential and right that residents, the relevant
authorities and the wider public should have an early opportunity to put forward their views
on the proposals for Kensington Gardens, before any final decisions are taken. That is why
the Chancellor has asked the Department for Culture, Media and Sport to take forward a
preliminary consultation exercise.




1.9 This document is intended to inform that exercise, which was launched on 10 July 1998,

and sets out:

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

Section 5

Section 6

Section 7

The details of the preliminary consultation exercise - how to put forward
views on the proposals and what will happen next.

A plan of the site and some illustrative ideas about how each of the
different areas could be enhanced in a simple, elegant and dignified
way, sympathetic to the surroundings, but which would acknowledge
that Kensington Gardens and the Royal Parks extending to Westminster
are a principal place that people will visit to remember Diana, Princess
of Wales and celebrate her life.

The principles which should govern changes in Kensington Gardens,
as advised jointly by the Royal Parks Agency, English Heritage and
Historic Royal Palaces.

The immediate environmental issues.

A brief history of Kensington Gardens.

The membership and terms of reference of the Diana, Princess of Wales
Memorial Committee.

2 PRELIMINARY CONSULTATION: THE PROCESS

2.1 This preliminary consultation exercise provides an opportunity for people to give their
views about the proposals for a garden to commemorate Diana, Princess of Wales in
Kensington Gardens. The Chancellor asked the Department for Culture, Media and Sport
to carry out the exercise because of their responsibility for the Royal Parks, including
Kensington Gardens. The process of initial consultation is as follows:

an exhibition based on this document will be open in the Albert Memorial
Visitor Centre from 10 July 1998. It will remain open daily from 10am to
6pm and 10am to 8pm Tuesday and Thursday until it closes on 31 July
1998;

questionnaires will be available at the exhibition to allow the public to
comment on these broad proposals;

details of the exhibition and a summary of the proposals, with the
questionaire, will be distributed to local residents.

2.2 The public response will be analysed and the results reported to the Memorial Committee.

2.3 In parallel, an Environmental Impact Assessment is being commissioned to inform the
Memorial Committee’s further consideration of the proposals.

3
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2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

There has been much speculation about the design and cost of the proposals for
Kensington Gardens. No final recommendations have been made by the Memorial
Committee beyond their support, in principle, for the ideas set out in this document,

Following this preliminary consultation, if the Memorial Committee continue to support
the proposals in principle, the process of commissioning designs would begin, taking
account of the views expressed by the public.

The designer of the gardens would be appointed through an international competition
between designers working to a tightly-drawn brief setting out the constraints and
opportunities of the site. The Memorial Committee would be responsible for approving
all the key stages, including the design brief, the choice of designer, and the final design,
drawing on expert advice as necessary.

Any preferred design would in due course be subject to the formal consultation processes
which apply to developments on Crown land and which parallel the planning process:
these are set out in Department of the Environment circular 18/84.

The two local planning authorities, English Heritage and other statutory consultees
would be formally consulted and members of the public would also have an opportunity
to comment on the detailed proposals. In the event of any strong objections being
received, it would be open to the Secretary of State for the Environment, Transport and
the Regions to convene a non-statutory public inquiry.
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3.4

THE CONCEPT (sce Plan One)

The propossl fora memorial garden at Kenstngton Gardens 1 oniy one of the proposals
reconnended to HA Government by the Memorial Committee and ot these, in particular,
the prapoesal for specialist community children’s nursing teans would have significant
oneoing costs, The Memorial Commitiee are therefore keen to cnsure that the costs of
the proposal for a memornal garden are limired to making nuprovements that would be
sunple. elegant and digmitied and which enhunce the arca as a place tor people to
remeriber Drana, Princess of Wales.

The Memorial Commitiee recognise the sensitivily of changes m Kensington Gardens.
They will want designers to have an oppoeriunity 10 offer imagimative responses to the
desipu brief, but, bearing in mind the environmental tssucs. invluding the principies
identified by Bnghish Hentage. the Roval Parks Ageney and Histore Roval Palaces (see
scction 4). they feel that an appropriate design coudd reliect the following aspects:

=

ARFEA L: Sauth Garden

Any changes o this area need w respect the setting of the Palace and mimimise the
mmpact on current patterns of use. A simple. cleganr design could be created around the
structure and form of the existing space. to enhance the teeling of dumnity and calm in a
way which will be respected by visnors.

These objectives mighs be achieved, [or example, by:

. perhaps providing a new gateway on the
axis [rom Kensington Road:

* relaining 1the central axis with new or
addiienal tree. shrub and flower planung:

re-vstablishing  the  former woodland
Wilderness at the <outh end to create a
dense planted arca alongside Kensington
Road as a traffic screen and as an area of
mformaliy and  guiet contemplation
within the garden:

. re-cstablishing the existing raised fhe crea o onre sonih ol Kensienm
. . 20 ST T T A e F
cbankment o the Broad Walk and Palave covered in the tibies o
: : by . - - : rreecdiatef gfior e Froseess s ocoarl
improving the entrance from Kensington CHREIT e T FEI S

Road:

. respecting those parts of te ares where the archaeology hus not been disturbed,

£x
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The Emperes Foannn ar Charsworih

Area 3: North Garden

¥

Lat

rA

Area 2: The Round Pond

Between the north und south areas the
Round Pond could be improved by the
addition of « large ceutral jer o ean or
fountain which could provide a popular
focal point from wiuch the entive landscape
radiates. At fixed Umes the thantin could
e switched off o allow traditienal uses of
the pond such as medel boatmg.

The surroundings of the pond might alse
be quietly improved by the reinstaterment of
the edges. sympathetic planting and discreer
lizhting of the new fountam at night.

This area is not constrained by the historical framewoerk. except in the ared between the
Orangery and the Palace, and could therefore oller wide scepe for a garden design, with
a central theme of a childrens garden underpinning the treatment of the entire arca. The
emphasis would be on an exciting and imaginative play area for children and on mvolving
the community in covironmental education projeets and other uses of the area.

Icoukd:

include elements designed parficularly for those
with disabiiinies. reflecting another key concern of
the Princess - for example. @ ‘wavh and smell’
warden for hlind and partially sighied peaple:

have a strong emphasis on creating a magieal chil-
drens zarden replacing the exisung tarmac play
arca and incorporating the Elfin Ouk and children’s

play paviiion:

-1

be ronuantic. informal, patural und
diverse with different areas reflecting
the ditferent aspects of the Princess’s
lifc, work and particular interests:

be the opportunity for commusity
aroups 1o help lay oul some areas i
the  overall  plan. reflecting  the
Princesss inIerest  in o supporiing
comrnunity activity and mvolvaement




develop speaitic childhood themes e, a socret
garden, an enchanted garden:

provide an appaortumity tor public art and sculpture
i1 the design of plav cguipment:

be an opporiunity for special planting
nighlichtmg the Princesss favourite colours,
flowers, plants ete. over the tour seasons - and
which mught be rephicated by others wishing to
ereate gardens o commuemorate her:

have a strong emphusts on wildlite, wild flowers
and ccology.

A Walk to Westininster

Since Dimixy, Princess of Waless death. many people visiting Kensington Gardens to pay
their respocts have chosen to walk from there 10 Wesimimster Abbey. The Memorial
Commitlee teel thar there s potential for reeognising peopie’s wish to walk [rom
Kensinzton Gardens and encouraging it perhaps by creating a memonial walking route
from Kensington through (he Royal Parks 1o St James’s Park,

[stablislune this route by the use of diserecet waymarkers and widety avarlable maps
might make this an enjovable aption.




4.1

4.2

4.3

PRINCIPLES

The Royal Parks Agency, English Heritage and Historic Royal Palaces were formally
asked jointly to advise on the principles that should govern the creation of a memorial
garden in Kensington Gardens. Their joint advice is set out in this Section 4.

The location is of outstanding heritage importance. Kensington Palace is a Grade 1
listed building and a Scheduled Ancient Monument. Other structures within Kensington
Gardens are listed, either in their own right or because they lie within the curtilage of the
listed Palace. Kensington Gardens is a Royal Park which is included at Grade 1 in the
English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of special historic interest. The Gardens
are divided by the boundary between the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea and
the City of Westminster and thus are covered by two complementary conservation areas.
They are also an area of archaeological sensitivity. Both local authorities, the Royal
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea and the City of Westminster, have policies in their
unitary development plans to protect historic buildings and conservation areas.

The Kensington Gardens Management Plan was published in March 1996 following
recommendations made by the Royal Parks Review Group. It provides a clear framework
within which future change should take place. Five key points stress the need:

(i)  to respect the disparate characters of Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park;

(il)  to conserve and strengthen the main formal geometric lines of Bridgeman’s 18th
century layout;

(iii) to conserve later features of interest and consider the appropriate restoration of
some of the earlier self-contained features;

(iv)  to establish closer visual and physical links between the Palace and gardens;

(v) to ensure the protection of views from the gardens.

44 These are all firmly endorsed. The following additional principles were also recommended

to guide proposals for a memorial garden:

(i)  the historical and visual setting of the Palace must be treated as a whole as part
of a phased, long-term landscape strategy,

(i)  views of, and from, the Palace need to be carefully considered;

(iii) the underlying archaeology requires careful analysis and consideration;

(iv)  current patterns of use of the Palace, the gardens and the pond area should be respected;
(v)  the basic structural framework of the Bridgeman landscape should be respected;

(vi) the selected design should be low maintenance, durable and capable of
accommodating the large numbers of visitors;

(vil) the garden should provide full access for the elderly and those with disabilities.

9
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5.1

5.2

53

5.4

5.5

ENVIROMENTAL ISSUES (see Plan Two)

A full Environmental Impact Assessment will be commissioned by the Royal Parks
Agency in addition to work already done for the Memorial Committec on
gnvironmental issues.

A 1995 survey showed 2.8 million visitors annually to Kensington Gardens. Since the
Princess’s death numbers have increased significantly. An updated visitors survey was
carried out on sample days in March 1998 and the position will continue to be monitored.
The March survey highlighted the following points:

* The monthly visitor total for March is estimated at 340,000, but numbers vary
throughout the year depending on the season and the weather;

* One in four said the link with the Princess was important in their decision to visit
Kensington Gardens;

* 83% of visitors thought the area south of the Palace appropriate for a memorial.
78% of local visitors considered it appropriate;

* 71% of visitors said they would visit a memorial garden if it was provided;

* 53% said they would be likely to visit Kensington Gardens if it was opened later

in the evening;

* When asked to choose items for a memorial garden, 62% favoured flowers, 45%
trees, shrubs, herbs or fountains, but only 27% an area to lay tributes.

There would be considerable drawbacks in seeking to rebuild a formal historic garden.
It would be very expensive to build and extremely costly to maintain. It would also
completely alter the established pattern of public use and enclose a hitherto public area.
A completely informal flower garden south of the Palace would also be unsatisfactory as
it would not relate to the visual and historical setting of the Palace.

Bearing these factors in mind, three major environmental considerations support the idea
of reducing the current focus on the south side of the Palace, where visitors naturally
gathered immediately after the Princess’s death and which continues to be the most-visited
area, and extending the areas of improvement to the north and east of the Palace also.

Only by enhancing a wider area of Kensington Gardens can people be dispersed, the
environmental impact minimised and public access points increased. This would sub-
stantially mitigate the impact on the local transport infrastructure and provide better
access to the gardens from many more directions. The north side of the park is better
served by bus and underground services (see Plan Two). There is a temporary NCP coach
park adjacent to the gardens in Bayswater Road. In order that people may approach the
gardens from as many directions as possible, unattractive spiked railings which separate
Hyde Park from Kensington Gardens could be removed. This would be highly symbolic
of the open informality of the Princess’s character and encourage full public access to the
gardens from the east, which might also be emphasised by the creation of a walking route
through the Royal Parks to St James’s Park.

1




5.6

5.7

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5
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The emphaSIS should be very much on access via public transport and pedestrian
movement from the north :and east, No additional car parking facilities are
anticipated, to complement the ex1st1r'1g coach park. However, these issues will be
further examined in the Env1r0nmenta1 Impact Assessment.

There are existing WC’s in Bayswa_t(er..Road, Kensington Road and adjacent to the
historic Orangery, where Historic Royal Palaces run catering facilities. Additional WC’s
might be provided, for example in the coach park.

HISTORY

In 1689 William III bought Nottingham House as a convenient retreat from Westminster.
He commissioned Sir Christopher Wren to enlarge the house and over a period of years
it was transformed into Kensington Palace.

Between 1689 and 1727, during which the gardens were developed, there was a rapid
change in English garden style. Kensington Gardens underwent several transformations.
There were two early formal gardens in Dial Walk and to the north of the Palace, the first
designed by Daniel Marot and Jacob Roman for William and Mary, and the second
designed by London and Wise for Queen Anne. The latter only lasted for about 30 years
and little trace has been left of either.

[n 1734 the Queen Anne gardens by London and Wise were replaced by Charles
Bridgeman as part of a wider scheme for the entire park. The Dial Walk arca was left
mainly as open grass sward with a small woodland and wilderness at the south end on
Kensington Road. The central axis, focused on the south front of the Palace, remained a
constant in all the schemes and survives to this day. The underlying structure of the
gardens to the south of the Palace remains primarily that created by Bridgeman.

Of the area to the north, the sunken garden and mound by London and Wise fell into
decay and they have long since disappeared, although the topography of the former can
still be discerned. They were replaced by open grass, random tree planting and a small
wilderness area. Around 1906 a children’s play area became established near the Eifin
Oak.

In 1851 the present arrangements for managing Kensington Gardens came into exis-
tence. In 1993 the Royal Parks Agency was established to undertake the Secretary of
State’s management responsibilities for Kensington Gardens and the other Royal Parks.
Since 1989 Historic Royal Palaces have been responsible for managing the State
Apartments and part of the landscape adjoining the north east side of Kensington Palace.

12




© 0 0000000000 0000 0OCOCEOOOONOEONOOEOOOSOOOS OO

7

7.1

THE DIANA, PRINCESS OF WALES MEMORIAL COMMITTEE

Following the death of Diana, Princess of Wales, the Prime Minister asked the
Chancellor of the Exchequer to chair a Committee with the following terms of reference:

To advise HM Government as to how the life of Diana, Princess of Wales
can best be commemorated, complementing the work of the Diana, Princess
of Wales Memorial Fund. In taking forward this work, the Committee will
take into account the views of members of the public and have regard to the
charities and causes which the Princess supported.

7.2 The m@mbers are:

7.3

L

The Lord Chamberlain, Lord Camoys, representing the Royal Household

Lady Sarah McCorquodalc, representing Earl Spencer (who also attends Memorial
Committee meetings when he is in the country) and the Spencer family

[.ord Attenborough

Paul Burrell

Baroness Chalker of Wallasey
Diane Louise Jordan

Anthony Julius

The Hon Rosa Monckton
Jane Tewson

The Memorial Committee’s preliminary advice to the Government was published on
24 June 1998.
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Executive Director M J FRENCH FRICS Dip TP MRTPI Cert TS

Department of Architecture & Planning, Switchboard: 0171-937-5464

City of Westminster, Dircct Line: 0171-361-2771

P.O. Box 240, Westminster City Hall, Extension: 2771

Victoria Street, Facsimilie:  0171-361-3463  KENSINGTON
London, AND CHELSEA
SWIE 6QP

Date: 23 December 1999

My Ref: DPS/DCC/PP/99/02384 Your ref: GREG MCERLEAN Please ask for: K. Orme

Dear Sir / Madam

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

Proposed development at: Kensington Gardens Royal Park

I enclose a copy of an application, with relevant drawings and/or supporting information,
and should be pleased to receive your observations on these proposals as soon as possible.

It is hoped to present this application to the Planning Services Committee prior to
18/02/2000. I look forward to hearing from you in the near future, in order that your
comments may be reported to this Committee.

Should you require any further details in respect of this case, please do not hesitate to
contact the Case Officer on the above extension.

Yours faithfully,

M.J. FRENCH

Executive Director, Planning and Conservation
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Dear Mr. French,

DOE CIRCULAR 18/84: CONSERVATION ARFA CONSENT

NOTICE OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT BY THE ROYAL PARKS —
KENSINGTON GARDENS - THE PLAYGROUND AS A MEMORIAL TO DIANA,
PRINCESS OF WALES

Please find enclosed 4No. copies of the Archaeological Impact Assessment and Mitigation
Report for the above scheme, sent under separate cover from our previous correspondence of
18™ November and 13™ December 1999.

We would be grateful to receive your Authority’s comments on this aspect as soon as possible,
given our proposed start date on site in mid January 2000.

If you require any further information, or have any quenes please do not hesitate to contact
me, or my colleague Adrian Wikeley.

Yours sincerely,

\J@Mﬂ/l@bt@ E@ - WZ’WS/
Jennette Emery-Wallis
for Land Use Consultants

Personal e-maik:emery_wallis_j@london.landuse.co.uk

Enc.
Ce Greg McErlean RPA
Chris Sumner English Heritage
Offices: Principals: Assaciates:
London, Bristol and Glasgow M Lintell MA MArch MCP Dip AIBA D Cole Ba DipLa N D James Ba MPril MATPI
Registared Offica: R G Flenley BA DolD MLI J B Grantham sa mMATPI S Michaels DipLA DD MA Mel
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43 Chalton S;:Sg( nis Lid. C Swanwick Ba Mse M L fabor samu K Ahearn Bsc Mse MU
Londh a NW1 1eJD L Cole BSc Msc J M QOwen ma MSc ACA P H Smith 8a MATRI
oncon R J B Hannay ma DipLa MU A Wikeley BA DipLA MLI

Registered in England: 2549296




KENSINGTON GARDENS:
PLAYGROUND DEDICATED TO DIANA, PRINCESS OF WALES

Archaeological Impact Assessment and Mitigation

BACKGROUND

The Royal Parks Agency has previously commissioned a series of archaeological
studies in order to determine the historical significance of the playground site and to
assess the impact of its development upon any associated archaeological remains
(Pontin 1999, Rauxloh 1999, Steele 1999).

The new playground enlarges the recreation area into the grass currently
surrounding the existing children’s playground, which was created in 1909. The site
has been altered several times since then, most recently being reformed to comply
with modern safety and construction standards. In addition to the damage and
destruction which this has caused, there has been other loss of underlying remains due
to the former presence of air-raid shelters (Pontin 1999, fig. 13). The wider
topography appears also to have been disturbed by cultivation and re-grassing
associated with routine maintenance. The modern features have removed between
50% and 75% in site plan (cf. Pontin 1999, 13).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACTS

The playground site lies within an area that was incorporated into the formal gardens
of Kensington Palace in 1704-05. The change that the landscape has undergone since
then is well documented (Pontin 1999. Cf. English Heritage 1998). However
archaeological trial excavation in the least damaged area outside the existing
playground shows that there is only limited survival of early features (Steele 1999).
They include a possible prehistoric ditch in addition to eighteenth-century remains,
comprising part of a boundary, quarry-pits and a serpentine path which can be
identified with that delineated in a map of 1787.

>

On the basis of the recorded observations, the minimum depth of soil above the
surviving archaeological deposits around the present playground can be identified as
follows (Steele 1999. Cf. Land Use Consultants [L.UC] Drawing No. 1762/04):

Zone 1 (trench 2) 160mm-200mm
Zone 2 (trench 1) 350mm-400mm
Zone 3 (trench 3) 200mm

Zone 4 (trench 4) 360mm-400mm

The top of the subsequent underlying soils within zones 1 and 2 appears to be
mixed brickearth (Steele 1999: trenches 1 and 2, layer 4), which may owe some of its
disturbed nature to the actions of roots and maintenance associated with former tree-
planting. A similar deposit may also extend over part of Zone 3, where the ground has
been further disturbed by the building of modern lavatories (Zone 3A).



GENERAL MITIGATION STRATEGY

The new playground scheme has been carefully designed to have the minimum
possible archaeological impact. All potentially damaging ground disturbance works
will be carried out under archaeological supervision, in accordance with detailed
building specifications and prescribed working methods that should avoid
unnecessary damage to significant remains, as well as safeguard the wider setting.

DETAILED MEASURES
Design

Large-scale items, which require deep foundations, are all placed within the area of
existing disturbance caused by the present children’s playground (LUC Drawing Nos.
1762/08 and /18). Where features are located in the surrounding zones of individual
archaeological constraint, their foundation details have been adjusted in order to avoid
the disturbance of significant archaeological deposits {(cf. LUC Drawing No.
1762/108). In the few instances where they might impact upon potentially sensitive
levels, as in crossing the projected line of the eighteenth-century serpentine path, the
foundation depth has been reduced to the minimum structural dimension compliant
with safety requirements (LUC Drawing Nos. 1762/119 and /120). Similarly, the
laying of pipework/construction installation will be restricted to the shallowest
permissible depth in sensitive areas (LUC Drawing No. 1762/13. Construction
Specification section S)

Archaeological control, protection and supervision

All such ground disturbance will be carried out under the direct supervision of a
qualified archaeologist, with provision for excavation and related recording, analysis
and subsequent publication if significant archaeological remains are revealed. Any
remains will be investigated only in so far that the construction works affect them, but
otherwise they will be left intact and preserved in situ.

Special protective measures will be used to safeguard other parts of the
underlying historic landscape from damage (cf. Construction Specification clauses
C10/6 and /90A). A cordon around the line of the late eighteenth-century serpentine
path found by previous excavation (Steele 1999: trench 3) will be fenced off
throughout the contract-period, with specific vehicle access points made using road
plates (LUC Drawing Nos. 1762/04 and /05. Construction Specification clauses
A36/330 and /345). Traffic movement and the use of equipment and machinery will
be controlled to avoid operation in conditions or in a manner that could result in
unnecessary ground compaction or other disturbance (cf. LUC Drawing No. 1762/02.
Construction Specification clauses A34/435, C10/50 and D20/842).

An archaeological watching brief will be maintained during site clearance
works, construction and cultivation as appropriate in order to ensure that the working
methods do not have a direct impact -on below-ground features. Where existing
structures are to be demolished, their foundations will be left in the ground (cf. LUC




Drawing Nos. 1762/03 and /07. Construction Specification clause C10/10). Manual
methods will be used in the most sensitive archaeological areas to avoid undue

disturbance; elsewhere, postholes for fencing, stays, etc. will be dug using a fly-auger
to reduce archaeological impact (cf. LUC Drawing Nos. 1762/06, /15-/17, /128 and
/129. Construction Specification clauses D20/170, Q31/112, Q40/340).

Planting

Shrub and herbaceous planting has been designed to be contained wholly within the
existing depth of topsoil and related earth, or to be placed in built-up ground. All
areas of new tree-planting within the zones of archaeological constraint will be placed
on top of new mounds, where their root structure should not penetrate deep below the
current ground level.

Where the ground is built up, a marker layer will be introduced to distinguish
between the existing ground level and the added material (cf. LUC Drawing Nos.
1762/12, /16 and /111). Where this is not the case (LUC Drawing Nos. 1762/04 and
08: Zone 2 - tree spiral in the Movement/Musical Garden; boundary between Zone 2
and the existing playground [Zone 6] - semi-mature tree to be located within Wigwam
Camp; Zone 6 - semi-mature tree to be located in the Entrance Area), the trees will be
placed in a trench of ‘Metrosand’ growing medium, which will contain the roots and
prevent them from spreading downwards and laterally. A root barrier will be added to
the base of the trench for the tree spiral in Zone 2 in order to provide extra protection
(cf. LUC Drawing No. 1762/16 and Construction Specification clause D20/166). The
associated excavation work will be carried out under direct archaeological control.
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Princess’s love of
children inspires
playground near
‘her former home

by PETER GRUNER and SABA SALMAN

Mg HE Evening. Standard reveals today the

. the doorstep of her former home in Kensing-
" ton Gardens. Despite early indications that
i * the tribute would involve only. minor improve-
ments to Kensington Gardens and a’srall playground
for disabled children, the final scheme is far bigger and
- grander than expected. The Diana, Princess of- Wales
memorial committee has agreed to overhaul the existing

children’s play area off the Broad Walk in favour of a’

‘magnificent two-acre Peter Pan adventure playground.

. Work is to start-in less than a month and. the play-

-ground will open by March, well before the third
anniversary of Diana’s death on 31 August. - --

The Royal Parks' Agency and memorial committee
.chose the Peter Pan theme because of the Princess’s love
of children and because J M Barrie, the creator of the

children’s fantasy story, funded the original playground .

built in 1909.

spectacular £1.25 million memorial to Diana,
- Princess of Wales, which will be created on

There has been much speculation about the designs —
but the plan, by architects Land Use Consultants, which
is published here, is the final version, complete with last-
minute alterations based on residerits’ concerns,

Six themed areas will dominate the playground, out-
side which will be a small drinking fountain and clock

tower., On entering the area, children come across the -

Oak Tree Village shelter, complete with a hand-carved
- flock_of sheep, a rocking horse, play houses, a model
tractor and sand pit.. . - L e .
Connected to the Village by a winding, cobbled path ts

the Mermaid’s Fountain - which will boast a model
crocodile, a “mermaid. rock”. and . water -play area.
Directly next to-the fountain, surrounded by sand and
accessed via a serles of stepping stones, lies the ‘centre-
piece of the playground: a 14-metre by four-metre pirate
ship with a mast towering . = T .
11 metres above the ground. ~
‘Next to that, via more step-;

ping stones, architects have'

created a Wigwam Camp

with totem poles and a clus-

ter of mini-wigwams, -~ -

‘Beyond that will be the Tree

Houses Encampment where

children will clamber up

raised timber platforms to get

into the tree houses. -~ - .
Finally, in the north-west

corner is a Movement  and

Musical Garden with chimes,

a water-feature planc and.

xylophone. - .~

‘Surrounding the fantasy

garden will be trees, shrubs,

timber benches, cobble paths

and stepping stones, o

(conts..)

London Evening Standard 22.12.99
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callsmfg[n oompensatlon after sex abuse claims

punishmients- and. used "children -as slave (Con)amd.'ﬂlalmsforeompensauonwﬂbe

- ; L - . i express my profonndregret
d serio staﬁapprovadasa uncle’, ;j,thatpeoplea:ﬁemdastbeydlddmngthelr
' " ] . Itma!sosmdg:rlsasyoungasnineorlo " stay at Barlavington Manor”,
BmiavingtonMamrchﬂdrm‘shomemWest wmmtheeontmeephvepﬂl
Sussex, .In the report’childeare consultant Keith
The Rnyal Bmughmt 19 chﬂdren to - Bilton conclided the allégations were “in all
mmlﬁStButxtwasonlyml-bhrum'ylﬂm_ ._A police: investigation was . dropped in
“that a formal complsint was made. - ’ ember last y the owners’
Nowsohmtorsachngforformermdents "deaths, - - S =
said they intended to pursue compensation.. ' The Royal Borough then commissioned sn
Former residents said home owners John independent inquiry into the dllegations.
and Anna Ellis - both now dead < used cruel - Deputy leader Clir Richard Walker-Arnott

==199()s=—

KENSDJGTON Palace was awash with
thousands of floral tributes following
the tragic death of Diana Pg'moess of
Wales on August 31,1997. "

Death leads

to road signs

NEWSAFETYmgushavebeenputupout-
side a Chelsea primary school following the
death of a pupil in a road accident. .

Seven-yearold Ziad Ragheb of Mar]horm@
PmmySﬁooldxedmwmdeﬂxesdmolmDmym
Avetiue when ke was involved in an accident with
acouriervan. -

Zzad.whowasaboutto@onahalftemmp,
died from head injuries.

After the acudent.mOctnMcuumilaﬁicem
met with headieacher Angela Rawlinson and the
police to take action on road safety improvemerits.

Now there are larger school warning signs in
Draycott Avenue .and Denyer Street and the’
council has replaced a- pay-and-display parking"
mad:meoutszdetheschoolwrd;a‘deol Keep
Clear” marking.

Pa:entsandmembersofthelocalbtmesses
community had previously expressed concern at
thelackofsafetymeasuresandﬂ:enumberof
8

'IhecounulhadbeenhandedaSGS—s:gnamm
petition in early December by the chairman of
the highways and traffic committee Councillor
Adrian FitzGerald (Con) voicing their concerns.

One resident said: “It’s a calamity it's taken the
geathofamalli_hﬂdtopmmptthecounm]mm
oing something for us.

Thgeschooldxdnotwmhmwmmentonthe
benefits of the changes until after the inquest at
Westminster Coroner’s Court on January 12.

The firm of couriers involved in the accident,
AssomatedA:rSemmehlthamalsorefused
to comment until after the inquest.

The mass outpouring of grief led to
calls for a permanent memorial. A
memorial committee was formed and
drew up plans for a 330ft tall fountain in
the Round Pond, Kensington Gardens.
Residents obJected to the plans so much
they were eventually dropped.

Proposals ~ were submitted to
Kensington and Chelsea Council this
month for an alternative memorial play-
ground but residents were unhappy
with the Peter Pan style demgn liken-
ing it to an a.musement park_

Kensington & Chelsea News

23.12.99



(..cont'd)

"The project, although wel-
comed as an inspiring facility
for children, has led to con-
cerns that not.all-residents
and interested parties were
consulted. However, such
criticism has always been
associated with the Diana
Memorial. . Chancelior Gor-
don Brown’s. memorial com-
mittee’s”. plans -for a £10
mllhon 32-acre “modern-
classical” memorial -garden
had to be ditched -last year
after months of protest: from
residents, led by Kensington
and Chelsea councll Ieader
Joan Hanham. -

Residents, .promised Lady
Hanham, would “fight every
inch of the way to have this
garden stopped” Wlﬂl Hoppo-
sition at every stage”.’

There was an uproar among
residents when the ‘Govern-
ment said that the “majority”
of people who wrote in with
ideas for -a Diana memorial
suggested a garden, since the
real figure was estimated to
benearer2,000. - -

There were a.lso fears’ that
Mr -Brown would railroad
thmugh the ‘garden at- any
price.. .

.In the end however it was

proposed that the garden be -

_ ditched and there be small
improvements to Kensington
Gardens, a £3 million walk-
way. between the Royal Parks
and the refurbishment of the
existing children’s -play-
ground, dedlcated to. the
Princess. . N

Today’s a.nnouncementgoa;
well beyond that, but con-
cerns remain that the deci-
sion-making process- has

n far too narrow. Indeed,
before deciding on. the new
playground the Royal Parks

Agency consulted only 21 res-
idents’ groups and represen-
tatives of disabled -groups (it
does not need council plan-
ning permission for- wlnch
consultation is obligatory}.
Nevertheless; the -agency
says that it received 95 per
cent support for the scheme
from these groups. -

Kensington Socxety ‘secre-
tary Ethne Rudd said: “We
arenot against a playground.
It is just the design that is
utterly ridiculous. -We
thought it was going to be for
disabled children. It seems
they have ‘changed - their
mind. There is water, sand
and boats with a Peter Pan-
theme, but it could end up
Iooking ].lke an amusement
park.

“We are concerned that it is
3540 per.cent bigger than the
existing- playeground in -an
‘area ; where .green space is
scarce.. Mature - trees. may
have to be felled; We-are also
worried - about supervision
and controls- around it. ‘It
could be prone to vandals.”

But Brian Levitt,- chairman
of Kensington-and Chelsea’s
environment ‘and. leisure
committee, said:. “The
scheme may appear too jazzy
for some local people, but. I
really like 1t. There is an
appalling lack of children’s
facilities in" the gardens
already and this scheme
really fits the bill.- .-

“I thipk it’s excellent and
should be an example of what
can be done to .celebrate
Diana’s memory in. other
parts of the country.”

Others are worried about
the removal of eight trees —
one London plane,“two horse
chestnut, two maple, one oak
and one cherry. However,

they will all be replaced by
similar - semi-mature. trees.
dJohn Zamit, committee mem-
ber .of -the ‘South East
Bayswater Residents Associ-
-ation, said that in principle
the scheme was good hut
’Te Was concern about the
trees: “I think we’ll. want to
keep an eye onh'it. We want to
ensure that if trees are being
removed they are being done

.. 80 because there is no other

way:.and that tbey wﬂl be
replaced

However, - members of -the
nghtsbndge Society are:in
full - support of the. ‘plan,
according to chairman
Michael - erght “We look
forward ‘to seeing: a: play-
ground that.will be popular
with all children and become
an attractive addition to the
gardens,” he said.

Robert Buxton, chairman
of the - dlsbanded ‘Princess
Diana Memorial - Action
‘Group — which pressed the
Government- to ditch the
memorial -garden plans . m
favour of a playground -
said: “This-is what we
always wanted. .Qriginally,
remember, we would have
had a huge park scheme
which-. would have been
entirely inappropriate.” .

A Royal. Parks ;Agency
spokesman- said: - “By ~no
means is it an amusement
park. The idea is to provide a
creative, innovative facility
which is a fitting tribute to
the Princess. -

- “It will reflect her interest
in children, -particularly
those who-are disabled. We
consulted disabled chil-
dren’s groups and they have
been: - perfecﬂy happy with
the scheme.” . |

London Evening Standard 22.12.99

Even the f1ercest cr1t1c: approves

EVE NING STANDARD art critic
Brian Sewell, at the forefront of

_those campaigning against plans for

any grandiose memorial in
Kensingion Gardens, is pleasantly.

surprised at the new pmposa.l

although he likened its design toa
regnant woman.

p“Thls is what we all asked for — a

development of the existing .

playground in Kensington Gardens

But we should have something like

this in every park in the country;
that would be a more fitting- -

'memorial. It might bring life back to -

some very deserted and neglect
little parks.” -
He was concerned abont the safety

‘The Evenmg Standard'

BRIAN SEWELL gives h|s
verdict on.the proposed Diana
memorial playground

" of the scheme, however: ‘t'Although I

think it Jooks exciting and will
occupy a child for a whole afternoon
if they do everything, how can they
be certain that everyone is safe? -
“If it gets full of parents it’s going

to be very crowded. There’s aimost
no room left for the people who are
suppesed to enjoy it.

- “Idéally, you should be able to take

‘your child a.nd leave it, but who is

going to pay for the supervismn?”
On the aesthetics of the design, he

- was more guarded. “Is it meant, in

outline, to look like a pregnant
woman? . s
“Tt looks like & pamtmg by Chris
Ofili —it’s a woman facing left with
a very pregnant belly and smokmg a

Overall, hnwever, Sewell is . .

- reheved “It is difficult for adults to :
- assess this sort of thing — we are

6ft tall, and children are tinier and

have a different concept of space.
.* “The thing that I am most relieved

- about is that it conforms to the
.rcurrentarea. It muld havebeenso

much worse,”

{conts..)
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Diana park is
Peter Pan treat
for chlldren

By Carollne Davias

WORK is to begin in the
New Year on a two-acre
£1-25 million adventure
playground, London’s first
official memorial to D1ana,
Princess of Wales.

With a Peter Pan theme
and set in Kensington-
-Gardens it will be created on
the site of an existing play
area near Kensington .
Palace, her former home.
- It replaces the rejected -
proposals for a £10 million .
garden and is expected to be
completed by March.

The Royal Parks Agency
and memaorial committee
- chose a *‘loose” Peter Pan

theme because J M Barrie, -~

the creator of the children’s

* favourite, funded the .
original playground that was

. built in 1906, and also
because of the Princess’s .
love for children. .

"The centrepiece willbe a

" 50ft by 13ft pirate ship
complete with a 35ft mast.

It is one of six themed
areas. The first is the Qak
Tree Village, with hand-
carved sheep, arocking .
horse, playhouses, a model -
tractor and sand pit." .

This will be.connected by
a path to the Mermaid’s - -
Fountain, wﬂ:h a model
crocodile, a “mermaid rock”
and a water play area. More
stepping stones lead from
the pirate ship to a Wigwam
Camp with totem poles and
mini wigwams.

In the Tree Houses
Encampment children can
clamber on timber
platforms. The last area will
be a Movement and Musical
Garden with chimes, a water
feature piano and .
xylophone

“It is not an amusement
park, it is a creative,

innovative facility which is a__

fitting tribute to the
Princess,” said a spokesman
for the Royal Parks Agency.
Some critics have .
expressed worries that the

' The Princess: tribute

nature of the playground,
with cobbled paths, stepping °
stones and sand pits, may
put it out of bounds for

disabled youngsters.

The playground has also
received a mixed reception

‘from some residents, who

are concerned that it bas -
bypassed normal planning
controls because it is being
built in a royal park.

The spokesman said: “It’s
for both able-bodied and

" disabled children. Thereis
-85 per cent support forit. -

We consulted 21
organisations and the two

" MPs for the area.”

. Plans for a 32-acre
“modern-classical”

memorial garden were
shelved after months of
protests by local residents,
including the art critic Brian -
Sewell. Yesterday he said he
was ‘‘pleasantly surprised”
by the new proposal.

““This is what we asked for

~— a developiment of the

existing playground in

- Kensington Gardens.

“But we should have’
something like this in every

- park in thé country. That .

would be a more flttmg
memorial..
. **It might bring back life to

- some very deserted and

neglected little parks.”

The Telegraph 23.12.99
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- & “spud chucker” by gollea-

_had told the tribunal how the
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National Roundup

Abusedjail
officer wins
settlement

An Irish prison officey who
was called a “thick pagdy” and

gues won an out of cpurt set-
tlement of £22,000 yesterday.
Richard Lowles, fijom
Ulster, claimed his fife had -
been made unbeargble dur-
ing five years of ra¢ist abuse
at Wandsworth jaif backed by
managers and even the gov-
ernor. The final hgmiliation
came when his wife, Wendy,
was also insulte
The settlement{comes days
after the release bf a damn-
ing home office feport on
racism and conditions at the

heard that Mr Qowles, 33,
was called “bog trotter” and a
member of thef*paddy nos-
tra”, by colleaghes. The pris-
on service wagdaccused of his

s in the case,
which ran foy 10 days in No-
vember, reached a settlement
moments before the tribunal
was 0 resurje yesterday,

Mr Lowleg who resigned in
March, said{“T am very happy
with the resplts, It was the
prison officgrs that got me
the result, Hecause they were
prepared t¢ come forward.”
ing Mrs Lowles

She and her husband were
both on medication and she
took tranquillisers.

Yesterday, the prison service
said: “There is no admission
of Hability. The area manager
will commission an investi-
gation into the allegations”

PeterPan . ..
airtoDiana
memorial

Work will start next month
on a £1.2m children’s adven-
ture playground in memory
of Diana, Princess of Wales, it
was confirmed yesterday.
The capital’s first official
memorial is being created on
atwo acre site in Kensington:
Gardens, close to her former
Kensington palace home.
The garden, which will

-scheduled to open in March,
well before the third anniver-

gust 31.

The site will include an oak
tree village with hand-carved
sheep, a water play area with
a crocodile, a pirate ship and
a wigwam camp,

The Peter Pan theme was
chosen because of the
_princess’s love of children
and because JM Barrie, the
creator of the children’s fan-
tasy story, paid for the origi-
.nal playground, built in
Kensington Gardens in 1909,
which will be transformed.

A spokesman for the royal
parks agency, which adminis-
ters Kensington gardens, said
that while the site was de-
signed to reflect Diana’s in-
terest in children, it was not
just a playground.

Some critics have said that
the playground, with cobbled
paths and stepping stones
may be out of bounds for dis-
abled youngsters. But the
spokesman said the play ar-
€as would be for all chiidren.

Doctors ‘fail
todiscuss’
cancer care

Cancer patients ofterf leave a
consultation in a state of con-
fusion and uncertai
because of the poor
nication skills of thefr doctor,
according to a report from
the Cancer Research paign.
The inability of sdme doce-

sion with the pati

very damaging, acfording to

*| the paper publish¢d in the

Eurcpean Journaf of Cancer.
An uncertain patfent is less
likely to stick to the neces-
sary routine of dfugs and di-
ets and may fail fo tell the
doctor about ptoms.
Unfortunately; few cancer
specialists or nyrses have re-
ceived adequat¢ training in
talking to pati

according to Lesley Fallow-
field and Val Jénkins from
the department of oncology
at University €ollege London
medical schogl.

how little the patient under-
stands of whft they are being
told, particularly when they
‘are receiving an upsetting di-
agnosis. Shidies have shown
hospital patients can remem-

.| ber about half (54%) of the

have six Peter Pan areas, with

Fraac Famaly e oo balalo o1 o2y

“information they are given

sary of Diana’s death on Au- :

]
ca

Publi
night
a nur
pensit
and la
tion it
break.
Betw
Decem L
and four men, aged/between -,
69 and 91, died andjat least
six of the deaths wdre being
linked to a flu-like infection.

other six were beli
have died from a vi
infection.
Alllived at the By
Netherton Green nursing
home, in Dudley, West Mid- -
lands, where 16 regidents had
fallen ill with the dommon A-

strain of influenza this month

Dudley health agthority of-'
ficers said tests onfresidents
were still being ed out,
and the full spread of the
virus was unknows. But Dan
Killalea, consul

of cases of respiratory viral
illnesses at this ode home

and possibly six
it’s likely that parf of that pic-
ture is due to inflgenza or

other common r
viruses.” Paul Ba

Pinochet,
84, will undergo medical
tests to assess whether he is
fit to be extradited on Janu-
ary 5, the homd office con-
firmed yesterday.

The former Chilean dicta-
tor will be examined by an
independent doctor after
claims that he is too ill to be
sent to Spain to face charges
of torture. Supporters say his
health is deteriorating under
the strain of legal proceed-
ings.

He is said to have suffered a |-}

series of strokes at the house Ix:
on the Wentworth estate in
Surrey where he is being
held. The tests were ordered
by the home secretary, Jack
Straw, after the Chilean gov-
ernment asked for the gen-
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Press Release

Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Playground

The Council has formally been consulted under Circular 18/84 by the Royal Parks over
its proposal to extend the existing playground on the north side of Kensington Palace
to provide a Memorial Playground to Diana, Princess of Wales.

Widespread local consultation has been carried out by the Council, including a site
notice and newspaper advertisement, and it is likely that a decision on the proposal will
be made by the Planning Services Committee at its meeting on 19 January.

Development by Crown bodies including the Royal Parks, does not require planning
permission; however, Circular 18/84 allows it to consult with the local planning
authority before proceeding with the development. Should the local planning authority
raise objection, the matter is referred by Crown body to the Secretary of State for his
decision.




