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MEMORANDUM

Chief Executive’s Department - Committee Services Section

To: EDPC, Head of Press and PR From: Daniel Collinge
and DLS (c/o LeVerne Parker) Committee Section
Date 21/9/00
Extn: 2303

33 LAUNCESTION PLACE, W8

The Chief Executive has requested that the attached letter be passed on to you for
information. If you feel that a response is necessary please pass this to me as Mr
Taylor would want it to go out in his name. I have copies of previous correspondence

if you want to refer to it.

Many thanks »\ Cw\(F/
M e ‘RECEIVED BY PYIANNING SERVICES
/ PER [Hoc] N se |ene | 29
/i :
Committee Section 25 SEP 2000 i OO
¢ | REC ggg FEES
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Christopher Brougham Q.C.
34 Launceston Place
London W8 5RN

[1]

3 October 2000 T Your reference: LP/10021626

Ms LeVerne Parker
Legal Services

The Town Hall
Hornton Street
London W8 7NX

Dear Ms Parker,
33 Launceston Place

| refer to your two letters dated 25 September 2000.

First, | shall deal with your request to know precisely which points in my letier of 29
February have not been addressed in subsequent letters from the Executive Director.
The answer is: all of them. No letter from the Executive Director has addressed any

of them. | summarise the points, in the form of questions, as follows:

1. Why, as soon as it was known that | wished to address the Planning
Services Committee, was | not sent a copy of the Guide fo the

Proceedings of the Planning Services Committee?

2, Did the members of the Committee have the opportunity to read, and did
they actually read, the four letters of objection from our expert, Mr
Bruce Bond ARICS MRTPI, and the letters of objection from Mrs
Brougham and myself, or did they simply rely upon the summary of

objections contained in the Executive Director’s Report?

In the context of this Question, | refer you to the following confusing evidence on the
point: '

Standard letter of acknowledgment: “The ... Committee will consider your views very carefully when
deciding this application”. .

Councillor Campicn’'s opening question to myseif at the Committee meeting on 23 February: “Why
shouldn’t we grant planning permission?” "";:.;%"‘"

Letter from Councilior Campion 26.02.00: “Members of the committee get their agendas a minfimum of
three working days in advance of the meetings and in any case have them over the weekend preceding




each meeting; they are therefore fully briefed on the applications and the objections that have been
made as a resulf of public consultation. Any last minute letters are tabled at the meeting but this is not
really fair on members ... who then have little or no time to properly consider such late contributions: it is
much better if they are sent letters by post so they can be considered over the weekend before the
meeting”.

Guide to the Proceedings of the ... Committee: “3.3 Members of the Committee will have received their
reports on each application about 4 days prior to the meeting and so will have had a good opportunity to
consider details of the proposals. it may be the case, therefore, that applications are not extensively
debated at the meeting, though this does not mean that they have not been the subject of careful
consideration by the Members”.

Second letter from yourself 25 09.00: “your Ietters dated 12" January and 18" January 2000 and Mr
Bond's letters dated 6™ and 9" January and 4™ and 14" February and the outfine of your proposed
submissions to Committee [delivered by Mrs Brougham by hand on 23 February] were al! given to each
Member of the ... Committee prior to the consideration of the application”.

The information contained in your second letter, which we should have been given

months ago, gives rise to the following further question:

3. How long prior to the meeting of 23 February were our two letters and

Mr Bond’s four letters given to each member of the Committee?

4. Why did the Executive Director’s Report not address the contraventions
of CDs 25, 26, 41(i), 48, 52 and 56 alleged in Mr Bond’s letter of 6
January, or his reference to PPG1 (para 40: “ ... applications which are
not in accordance with relevant policies in the plan should not be

allowed unless considerations justify granting a planning permission
-.!!)?

5. What advice, if any, did the Council’s planning officers give the

Committee members concerning these contraventions alleged?

6. What were the Committee’s reasons for rejecting each of these

allegations of contravention of the UDP Policies?

In the context of Questions 4 to 6 | refer you to Councillor Campion’s letter of 26

February:

“I have to disregard my professional qualifications [as an architect] in taking decisions as a
councillor because we employ our planning officers to offer any professional guidance needed
.. [The Committee]} has to bear in mind that it is required io approve applications unless there
are good planning reasons for not doing so”.



Secondly, | shall deal with the other points raised in your first letter of 25 September.

Undisclosed material. This was a reference to the letter to Councillor Campion
dated 19 February, which you copied to us. Councillor Campion, as Chairman of the
Committee, did not disciose to me that he had received a late personal letter from the
applicants addressed to his home. | had no opportunity to deal with its contents. For
instance, it contains the statement that “Peter Dixon, the Chairman of the Victoria
Road Area Residents Association ... has assured us that the VRARA has no
objections to our plans”. This statement was untrue, and Mr Dixon (who lives next
door to the applicants’ previous address in Victoria Grove) has since reprimanded the
applicants for it. Further, if it be the case that Councillor Campion did not personally
read any of our letters or those of Mr Bond, but did read the applicants’ letter, it was

incumbent upan him, as a matter of procedural fairness, to say so.

Miss Salmon. From your perusal of the file you will be well aware that we have in
previous letters expressed our lack of confidence in Miss Salmon. The last such
letter, dated 18 September and sent by “special delivery” to Mr French and headed
with Mr French's personal reference, was acknowledged by a postcard with the

words “YOUR COMMUNICATION ... HAS BEEN PASSED TO/S BEING DEALT WITH BY Anwne
Salmow’. Was this calculated provocation? As regards what Miss Salmon may

have meant when she spoke to Mrs Brougham on the telephone, | willi only say that
the whole point of the phone call was to ascertain whether the applicants’ more
recent drawings had been submitted by a qualified architect — this was the sole
subject matter of the conversation. However, Mrs Brougham has never suggested
that this example of Miss Salmon’s conduct could be a cause of complaint to the

Ombudsman or an application to the Court.

Tampering with the file. Contrary to your assertion, we were not “well aware” that
the file is open to inspection by members of the public. Mrs Brougham attended at
the Town Hall and asked to be shown revised plans supposedly lodged by the
applicants. The young woman she spoke to, being unable to locate the plans,
handed the whole file over to Mrs Brougham, apologising for its messy state (the pink
wallet was torn and the contents in disorder), and invited her to find the plans for
herself. It was during her search for the plans that Mrs Brougham came across the
applicants’ letter of 19 February, and also your Department's embargo precluding the




Planning and Conservation Department from dealing with the points raised in my

letter of 29 February.

We look forward to the answers to the Questions posed in this letter. It is not our
intention to seek judicial review — the work on 33 Launceston Place is, after almost
nine months, nearing completion. A judicial review of the grant of planning and listed
building permission would serve no useful purpose. However, whether we decide to
take proceedings under the Human Rights Act, or complain to the Ombudsman, will
depend upon your answers to the Questions. | very much hope that there is a
satisfactory answer to each one. But if there is, it is a great pity that our questions
were not dealt with six months ago. The Council's continued silence concerning the

points raised in my letter of 28 February has distressed us very greatly.

Yours sincerely,

ClriSenpher eﬂa@@%\

Christopher Brougham QC




LEGAL SERVICES
THE TOWN HALL, HORNTON STREET, LONDON W8 7NX

DIRECTOR OF LEGAL SERVICES A.G.PHILLIPS LLB, SOLICITOR

Mr and Mrs C J Brougham QC TELEPHONE 020 7361-2180
34 Launceston Place FACSIMILE 020 7361-3843
London W8 5RN DX 84015 Kensington High Street 2

E-MAIL tcllsp@rbke.gov.uk

25 September, 2000

My reference: Your reference: Please ask for:
LP/10021626 LeVeme Parker
Dear Mr and Mrs Brougham,
33 LAUNCESTON PLACE

I refer to your letter dated 20™ September 2000 enclosing a copy of your later dated 18™ September to Mr
French. 1 also acknowledge receipt of your cheque in the sum of £2.50. A copy of your letter dated 21
September addressed to Mr Taylor has been passed to me.

I am surprised by your letters in view of your letter of 6" May 2000 when you advised that you would not be
proceeding with an application for judicial review. As the planning application was considered by the
Planning Services Committee more than seven months ago, the period within which an application for
permission should be made to the Court has long since expired. In any event, you have given no justification
for your change of mind.

As requested, I enclose a copy of the letter to Councillor Campion dated 19" February 2000.

[ am not sure what you mean by “undisclosed material” in the planning file. Please explain precisely to what
you are refernng,

Since your letter to Councillor Campion on the 29" February 2000, the Executive Director has written to
you a number of times. Please let me know precisely which points in your letter of 29" February 2000 have
not been addressed.

The agent dealing with the planning application has indeed changed from Alex Michaelis Associates to
Pelican Properties. The drawings submitted in connection with the matters reserved by conditions were
submitted by Pelican Properties. Those drawings were considered to be quite acceptable albeit that they do
not appear 1o have been drawn by a qualified architect. When speaking to Mrs Brougham on the telephone,
Miss Salmon did not mean to indicate that the drawings had been prepared by a qualified architect but was
merely explaining that the firm instructed on the application had changed. I apologise if you feel that you
were misled but cannot see that this is cause for complaint to the Ombudsman or an application to the
Court.

I appreciate from your letters that you feel you have suffered an injustice. However, I do not accept that this
application has not been dealt with properly. Whilst you may not agree with the Council’s decision to grant
planning permission no justification for either an application for judicial review, an application under the




Human Rights Act nor a complaint to the Ombudsman by reason of the decision or the way in which it was
arrived at. Any such applications or complaint will be vigorously defended.

As you are well aware, having inspected the file yourself, the planning file is open to inspection by members
of the public. I strongly object to the implication in your letter to Mr French that the Council might in some
way tamper with it.

Yours sincerely, l , b

LeVerne Parker
for Director of Legal Services

c.c. Planning and Conservation - Paul Kelsey




LEGAL SERVICES
THE TOWN HALL. HORNTON STREET, LONDON W8 7NX

DIRECTOR OF LEGAL SERVICES A.G.PHILLIPS LLB, SOLICITOR

Mr and Mrs C J Brougham QC TELEPHONE 020 7361-2180
34 Launceston Place FACSIMILE 020 7361-3843
London W8 5SRN DX 84015 Kensington High Street 2

E-MAIL tcllsp@rbke.gov.uk
SECOND LETTER

25 September, 2000

My reference: Your reference: Please ask for:
LP/10021626 LeVeme Parker
Dear Mr and Mrs Brougham,

33 LAUNCESTON PLACE

I refer to your letter dated 21* September 2000 enclosing a copy of your letter to Councillor Campion.

I have spoken to Mr Collinge who was at the Planning Services Committee on 23" February 2000. He
confirms that your letters dated 12" January and 18™ January 2000 and Mr Bond’s letters dated 6™ and 9™
January and 4" and 14" February and the outline of your proposed submissions to Committee were all given
to each Member of the Planning Services Committee prior to the consideration of the application.

Yours sincerely,

LeVerne Parker
for Director of Legal Services

cc. Planning and Conservation - Paul Kelsey
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