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Social Justice Archive - 
historic background 

BACKGROUND 

For more than 150 years, North 
Kensington has been at the heart of 
campaigns for social justice. In 2022, 
a group of local residents proposed 
the idea of creating a Social Justice 
Archive – a place where these 
important stories and community 
histories could be preserved and 
shared. This year, that vision is 
becoming a reality. 

Kensington & Chelsea Archives & 
Local Studies already holds archive 
collections that link to social justice 
campaigns throughout North 
Kensington’s history. These stories 
are told through historic documents, 
photographs, oral histories, written 
accounts, artworks, community 
posters and more. 

The Social Justice Archive at North 
Kensington Library aims to make 
these archive collections, stories and 
experiences accessible within the 
heart of North Kensington. 

As we begin designing the archive, we 
would like to hear from you: 

Which stories, movements, or 
historical events would you 
like to see represented? 

How would you like these 
stories to be shared and 
displayed? 

Example Archive Materials 

Posters 

Magazines 

Newspapers 

photographs photographs 

directories 

Newspapers 
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Social Justice Archive - 
project summary 

PROJECT TIMELINE 
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design development 

tender period 

12 weeks construction 

ongoing events programme

↘ Youth Workshop - 8th July 2024: With RBKC’s 
Youth Council. 

↘ Drop-in session - 18th July 2024: North 
Kensington Library and online. 

↘ Full day event - 23rd July 2024: Workshops 
on community archives, history of activism, 
materials, oral history, access, space, ownership, 
governance, and a community history walk. 

↘ Drop-in session - 13th September 2024: 
Portobello Market stall. 

↘ Full day event - 21st September 2024: Summary 
of previous engagement, governance models, 
decolonising archives, digital archiving, art, 
culture, activism, and a walk. 

↘ Youth Workshop -  8th October 2024: With 
Kensington Aldridge Academy. 

↘ 18th November 2025 - Request for Quotation 
North Kensington Library  - Social Justice Archive 
Project  - Design and Consultation  published 

↘ October 2025 - Drop-In community 
consultation sessions 

↘ 26th January 2026 - Jan Kattein appointed for 
Design and Consultation services  

↘ 21st March 2026 - Drop-In event 01 
↘ 24th March 2026 - Drop-In event 02 

↘ April 2026  - second round of 
engagement 

↘ June 2026  - public procurement of 
building works services 

↘ July 2026  - appoint fabricator / 
contractor 

↘ August 2026  - works start on site 

↘ December 2026  - open to the public 

2024 engagement 

2025 

2026 

we are here 

↘Flexibility 
↘Visibility of material 
↘Playful engagement 
↘Secure storage 

WHAT SHOULD THE CORE PRINCIPLES 
FOR THE SOCIAL JUSTICE ARCHIVE BE? 

Furniture should Have multiple 
modes (e.g. a table that can act 
as display, working surface, and 
teaching station) 

The community suggested the 
exhibition spaces should use table 
vitrines / built-in vitrines within 
furniture elements 

The community strongly favours 
flexible, modular furniture that can 
be Moved and reconfigured easily 

Participants asked for “invitation 
to explore” built into the furniture. 

Digital access should feel approachable 
and human-scaled rather than very 
dominant in the space. 

   DESIGN BRIEF INFORMED BY DROP-IN COMMUNITY CONSULTATION SESSIONS 
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Social Justice 
Archive Does the exhibition space feel 

engaging and interactive? 
Would you feel comfortable using the digital 

media archive in the location shown? 

DESIGN 

In March 2023, the Royal Borough 
of Kensington & Chelsea (RBKC)
published a Key Decision Report 
proposing the creation of “an 
accessible and community-focused 
archive” to document the history of 
social justice movements in North 
Kensington. The archive will explore 
local activism from the 19th century 
through to more recent events. 

The design presented is an initial 
response to the spatial and operational 
brief, which was shaped through earlier 
consultation events and community 
surveys. We would really value your 
thoughts on the emerging proposal.
Your feedback will help us refine and 
improve the design of the archive.

Historic Photos of North Kensington 
Library 

02 

We woudl like to restore original / 
historic features of the library in the 
new design. would you support this? 

Visual Precedents / References 

  acoustic curtain 

01   gallery display 

04   pegboard display 

04   pegboard display 

Photo:  unknown Photo:  Penguin Books ‘Dial-a-Story’, Australia 
  digital media library 

05   oral histories phone 

08   micro exhibitions 07 vitrine / showcase

06   secure storage 

09   workshop table and archive storage 

01 

Photo:  71 Studio Bar, Los Angeles Photo:  1001 Inventions exhibition, Science 

04 

07 

Photo:  vintage J. Bohnacker K.G. Blaubeuren 
wooden shop counter 

Photo:  John Pawson, London Design Museum Photo:  © Okano Picard Studio 
archive 

Materials 

Does the layout feel accessible and 
easy to navigate? 

Does the space feel welcoming and 
approachable? 

We’re keen to hear your thoughts on 
the latest design / proposal... 

Plywood Furniture Pegboards Coloured MDF Furniture  Timber Floor Boards 

Museum - London

projector 

projector screen 

03 information panel 

02 03 

Photo:  unknown 

05 06 

Photo:  Toi Toi Toi, Berlin Office for Contentful 

bench

08 09 

  stereoscopic viewer




