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PP51

PF51 sels oul the Government’s overarching planning
policies en the delivery of suslainable development
through the planning system. The guidance underlines
the imporiance of high guality design:

® Geod design ensures altractive usable, duroble
and adaplable places and is a key elament in
achigving sustainable developmaent [para. 33)

8 Planning suthorilies should plan positevely lar
the achievement of high quality and inclusive
dezign for all develepmeni, including Indwidual
buildings, public and privale spaces and wider erea
develzpmen| schemes.

® Good oesign should be integraied inlo the sxsling
wrban lerm and the aalural and buill ervironments
Ipara. 35} and policies should ensure that
develapmenis respond 1o their local cantexl and
créata or reinlarce local distinciiveness [para. 36)

® [Design which is inappropriate in its conlexl, or
which lallz to take Ike opportunities availakle her
impronang the character and quality of an area and
the way il lunclions, shouvld not be sccepled para
34

02 FOLICY CORTEXT

BY DESIGN ICABE/DETR|

PPS1 is supported by goad practice guidance [para.
371 By Dasion - Urban design in (he planning system:
towards betler praclice. By Design idenlifies saven
abjectves ol good urhan design thal need to ba
cansidersd within the context of an emaronment,
Thess objeciives allow (he analys:= al he lactors that
cantrnbule to successhul streets, spaces, villages,
towns and cities and are as lcllows:

@ Character - & place with ils own identity.

® Canlinuity and Enclosure - A place 'whare public
and privale spaces are clearly diztinguizhed.

® Quality of the public reclm - A place with allractive
and successiul autdoor areas.

® Ease of movement - A place thal is easy lo get to
and move through.

®m Legibilily - A place thal has a clear image and &=
easy lo undarstand,

B Adaplability - A place that can change easily.

B [iversty - A place with vanely and choige.

PPG3

This note concerns the supply, density, and mix of
housing lypes in England. Lacal Planning Authorities
are responsible for the implermeniation of the PPB. I
sals down (he need, in urban design terms, to:

8 ovoid housing development which makas inefficient
use of land and provide for more intens ve housing
development in and around existing centras and
close to public transport nodes;

B promate improved guality of developmaonis which
in their design, layout and allocation of space
create a sense of community; and

B inlraduce greater axibility in the applicatian of
parking stendards. [para, 11)

m create places and spaces wilh the needs of people
in mind, which are atiractive, have their own
distincirag idonlity but respect and enhance local
characier: and

® [ocus on the guality of Lhe places and living
enviranmenls being created and give priority ta the
needs of pedestrians rather than (he movemen|
and parking of vehicles. lpara. 58]

PFE3 also sets down largets for building on

previcushy-developed land [40%) [para. 22 and
housing density 130 dph) [Annex Cl.
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DRAFT SUB-REGIONAL FRAMEWORK:
CENTRAL LONDON

The Strategy regards Ceniral London, including
Kensingten and Chelses, as having:

B Sirang identity through s sel of distinctive places lo
mliract people and irsesirmen

B Intense activity 35 a place lar buyers, sellers,
workers, competitors, and visitors as well as
residents canired in one place

B Arguably’ betier connections Lhan anywhere else
on earth |para. 13}

B Cantral London, in he Mayar's view, iz sel o
experience sirang population grow (b [31% of all of
Greater Loandon's growlh and employment [38%]
growih during tha Life of the London Plan [para
23l

D2 FOLICY CONTEXT

LONDON PLAN SUPPLEMENTARY
PLANNING GUIDANCE: HOUSING (2005)
The Lendon Plan SPG for Housmg sets oul policies

tor barough housing targets, densily ranges, housing
choice and mix, and alflordabie housing largels for

the 33 Landen Boroughs, For the years 1997-20014,
Hensmglon and Chelsea is expecied lo deliver en
mrage 340 housing unils per vear [Table 3410 The
Housing SPGB has s#t a stralegic objectve of 50%
alforenble housing |Palicy 34.71

The Sustanabla Residenhial Matrix s0is oul Lhe
eupocted ranges of densily in accardance ta transport
provision and housing mix and type (Table 48.11. As

a general rule, aress with gocd public transport
accessibility should have a piol ratio of at least 3.1, and
in mare highly accessible areas up 105 lpara 1041
&n overall mx of 1-bed [32%), 2/3-bed [38%), and 4+
bed |30%] new unils are required in Greater London
lpara. 11.3)

LOCAL POLICIES

UNITARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN [MAY
2002)

The overall aim of the Kensington and Chelsea UDP is
“to rmairtain and enhance |he character and function
of the Roynl Borough as a residential araa and ta
ensure (15 continuing role within the metrapolitan
args as an aliraclive place o work and live’. The

UDP gves priority to the protection af the residenial
character of the Boerough |STRAT 1] and furthermare
secks an mcrease in residential provision |[STRAT 21,
Tha Borough supports Landon's ecanomic growth o
those parls thal are recognised as having capacity

tar addilional commercial or industrial activity
ISTRAT 3] and that are or will be well served by public
transport [STRAT 5, STRAT 71. Finally, sustainable
developmienl is promaied to conserve and enhancea tha
emaronmental guality of the Reval Borough [STRAT Bl

The UDF sets out tha! all new devalopment has 1o
present @ high standard al design IC027, CD42) and
preserve and enhance the residential character of
the Borough ISTRAT 9. Mew developmenis should
‘be sensitive lo and compatible with the scals, heighl,
bulk, malerials and characler of the surroundings’
ICO27) and reflect the traditienal urban form af tha
Berough by preserving local plot widihs, bullding
lines, roafscape and open space [C0 28). The Boraugh
will resisl development, which will signilicanily
ovarshadesw exisiing adjgining buildings and amenily
spaces |CO33] andfor harm 1the visual privacy of
residents |[C035]. The Borough will alsa oppose any
now buslding ‘which would significanlly exceed the

FAGE 1
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Tha subsequent development ol residentnd estates in
the 1¥ih cenlury esiabhshed a Ine grain of sireets and
spaces betwasn these corrdors. The estates avolvad
separaiely and show an internal organisation, which
genarally revolves around a s2t of garden squares.
Although neighbauring sstates joinad their sireets
tegether, They largely failed 1o provide a new nelwork
of connecung straets onawider Barough scalbe. This
pelacameal development and the lack of an ceerall
plzn accounds in parbcular for The miled narth-sowth
conngcinily wathin the Barough and puts prassurs

on the historic arlerial routes a5 onty lhoroughfares.
However, the Georgen and Victoran development
struciures provad rabusl with buildings being adapied
tomest loday’s needs, and streets and spaces largely
coping wilh madern requiraments, Mare than one

and & half century later many of the urban quarters

in Kensmgton and Chelsea represent one of the mosl
desirable res:dential lving environments in ceniral
Landon, and 70% of the Barough are designaled as

Consaryahon areas.

With the Grand Unsan Canal in 1he north, the Creek and
laler West London Hailway Ling in the wesl and tha Breer
Thames in the south, physical barriers make up the
majarity al the Borough boundaries. With only 2 Limilad
riumber of bridge-links inla neighbouring araas, thess
border zones developed into typiczl fringe locations with
# conceniralion ol indusirgl and other peripheral uses
such as cemelenas.

03 HISTORICAL AMALYSIE

Witk the buslding al the railway and underground
nelveor b development was concenirated ond intensilied
arcyngd slpliong, These ploces became local cenlres and
sctily hubs and remain local areas unlil today,

Fram mad 1850s omwards some of the main siresls
began lo devalep inba aliraclive shopping deslmaticns,
particularly wilh the arrival of magr departmeni slores
such as Harrods, Harvey hachals, Peier lones and
Barkers in Knighisbridge, Sleane Square and High
Streel Kensington. During the samea perwd the Borough
saw Lthe cevalopmeni of local thealres, cinemas, mslor
museumnsand (alar oxhubition centres, which still today
aliracl millians ol visitors in the Barough every yaar,

With 1he opaning ol ‘Bazaar™ in Lhe mad-1550s and

the conseculirm establishment of numerous sxguisile
tashion boutiques, kings Road began its rapid
transformation Irom a local high sireet into a place

for ik rich and beautiful. This laid |he base for tha
parbcularcullural image and wentity of Chelsea os
exquisite and aflluent ining and shopping area. Motting
Hill wath Portobello Markel and the yaarly Metting

Hill Carneval developed an equally strong dastity and
became imporiant visitor sliractions.

The buill fabric and farm ol [he Borowgh was to a large
exient complete by the eacly 20th century. However

it has conlmued Lo absorb charge. War damage,

the decentralisalion ol industnas along the ral and
walerways and slum clearance prejects have led 1o the
devalopmani of a number of large social housing estates
in the Boraugh, particuiarty in Morlh Kensington and

Kensal. Buill in modernist siyle these olten ncluded
high-rise res cential towers, Equally in olher 2raas
paris of the Borough the sieck of large Vicionian and
Edwardian townhouses was subdivided inlo smaller
flals o satisty changes in market demands and lifeslyle
requiremaenits

During the past decades the Barough developed an
int reasing social pelarisalion beiwesn some of Ihe
sub areas. Large parts in the centre and souwth ol

the Berough became very afiluent reskdential arpas,
regisiEring in some paris the lghest properly prices
in tha country, Olher parts lowards the edges and
especially in Morth Kensington are hermo (o some of
the most deprived ard impovenished communifies in
England [index of deprivatian 2004)

ABOYE; Mary Ouari’s shop Barsar an the Kings Road,
phategraphed By John Bignell, 185%; Coperighi: RBKE Libranes
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FIGURE 7: Urban structure

0L URBAN DESIGN AHALYSIS

4.1 INTRODUCTION

The Boreugh is a diverse place. It 15 composed of

a variety of sub-areas wilh different characlers

and individual patierns ol develnpment. Given the
strateqsc characler of this work the urban design
analysis 1akes a borough-wide approach. With the
excoplion of parlicularly signilicani slreels and places
this sludy will not focus on individual spaces in great
delail. The key aims are o identily an a strategic level
the structural deficiencies and opporturibies of the
Beoraugh In the lollowing work stage 2 these findings
will inform the preparation of the urban design
sirateqgy lar the Reyal Borough.

The area is appraised using the urban desiga
abjeclves as set out in "By design: urban design in
the planning syslem: lowards beller practice”. These
include characler, conlinuily and enclosure, gualily
al the public realm. ease af movement, legibility,
acezptability and diversity. In regard o these ohjectives
the lollowing aspects af physical lorm area sssessed:
8 Urban Siruclures

8 Urban Grain

B Density, Mix and Land uses

a Green and Puble Spacas

Scale: Haighl and Massing
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FIGURE B: Urban Brain

D4 URBAN OESHGN AMALYSIS

4.3 URBAN GRAIN

Boside ihe key alemanis of the urban struciure the
Ioyaut ol an ares s delermined by the pattern and
arrangemenl of sireets, blocks and plols. The concept
of “urban grain” gives &n indication of the degrao Lo
which an araa’s pattern ol blocks and plois subdivision
is respect iveély small and (reguent [fine grainl, or

large and infrequent [coarse graind, The urban grain
sagnihicantly impacts on the permeshility of an area ang
thae choices o move around. i similar has an inlluence
on the exlant of adaplability, dversity and inclusiveness
an area can ofler a5 a base lar devalopment

Figure 08 shews tha anatysis of the urban grain for the
Royal Barough

The size of urban blocks vares across the horough,
To a large extent the caniral arees are el a ling urban
grain, In conirasl mosl areas along Lhe western

and northern edge are of @ coarse, very coarse or
extremely coarse urban grain, and in parts reflacl
the ingusirial use pailern These places have 3 lower
permeabilily and are allecled by severance,

The analysis identifizs 2 number of urban blocks with
particular large gram, frorm north o south Lhese
include 1he lollowing:

a  Marth Kensingien on either side ol 1he railweay line
to Paddingtan

t  White City - border wilh Hammarsmith and
Fulham on either side af the West Cross Roule
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URAAN DESIGH AMALYSIS

There are a number of pas| war housing esiates

that show difterent developmant forms. Camprising
stand-alonge developments with surrounding le! tower,
green and parking spaces, these developmenis
compensate their smaller building footprints with
greater devalopmenl heighls. In some cases they
accommodale tall residenbial towers. Across Lhe
Borough the density ol Llhese éstales is considared
medium fa high,

The land use pattern is shown in Fiqure 0%. This
survey is lequal fo Ihe previous one] indicalive only
and based on @ number of nformalion sources,
including shopping and emplaymaent areas as |isted
in the UDP document and a map survey on localion of
encial, cullural, educalional, holel, leisure and health
facilities supparted by variaus site visils

The borowgh s predominantly residenbial. Large areas
are mada up of hisloncal estates, which accommodate
an oulslanding stock aof some Georgian and mainly
Victorian lown houses and mansons. The unigue
arrangament of streets and places together wilh

the Nexibility and adaplability of the kisiaric housing
stock prove a siccesslul combinalion for cantinuous
residenfial uses: over lhe past wo centuries largs
poris of 1he boraugh e bean able o adapl o
changing Living and lifestyle requirements and have
only seen minimal structural change. Al presant paris
of the borough are regarded as the mosl desirable
living emsranments within ceniral London, which is
rellecled in high property prices.
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KEY ISSUES

The predomingnt land vse in the Boraugh is residental,
There are however extrame conlrastsin secial and
ncoma siruclures belweenvarigus sub areas of the
Borowgh with very deprived neighbourhoods located
adjscent to alfiuent areas with the highest property prices
in the country, This dsposition disadvaniages (o a large
exienl ponrer residents. Alfordable retail mnd leisure
facilities clien are replaced by higher-pnced ones; the
increasing numbers of privately provided education and

health services reduces the demand and lowers provision -

densily of publkic lacilites, Poorer residents hence musi
travel much grealer distances and wall Iind anby & lirmiled
number of facilities they can alford, Many deprived
neighbourhoods concentrate in Morth Kensington and
along Ihae western borough boundacy in areas Lhal
generally ere poorly served by public iransporl and mary
also suffer fram physical segregalion and poor ntegration
inio the suETounding.

In mest parts of the Borowgh the buill Inbric is compact
and building densities are madiim 1o high, There i
however @ significant mismatch bebwean spaial and
population density in the Borough In aliluent areas
incraased spatial requiremants and hegher living
standards of resadents maan that hegher spatial density

i not necessary correlated with a greater number of
resdents. The significant share of irreguiarty imhabited
second-homes in these areas adds 16 thes phenomentn.
Cantrary in impavarished and daprived parts of the
Baorough residontinl donsities might be higher fhan
spatial densibies, due [0 intensive use of homes with more
inhabitanis ng in @ place han common [rang slendards

D4 URBAN DESIGH AHALYSIS

would sugnest. This has an eflect on vitality and vizbility of
cerlain ancas, particullarly for [he provision and dimensian
of services and laciities

While in large hestorical areas the scope lar change is
quite liriled, some of the post-war develapments may
benelit from a restructuring of uses through infill- or re-
development, partioular when these developments would
improve some of the inharent siructural shoricomings of
these schemes and improve [he urban ofviconment

The present UDP indicates that the Borough aims 1o
proteci the residential profile of Ihe Boroligh and not
te indensify plfice accommaodalion. Howevar, mikee-
uSE opporiunities may arse inwhech small office
accommadation could ferm pan. A greater micwilh
ollices uses would contnbule 1o local amployment and
reduce the need to iravel. Further it may help 1o offsel
somd gdverse acialy Huctualians, which are inherani
to residential areas, and contribute to higher and mare
balanced octivily lmmals,

Current amplaymend Zones will need to be criticzlly
assessed, Dppartunities should be eaplored 1o redefine
allocations and premises wilh vacand land or loorspace
on lew uplake, o creats areas, whach beller relale o
the needs ol lhe communily and markel demand.

The Barough is bome ta a number of well-known
shopping streels ol melropalitan importance. Wilh
the building ol olher retail desbnations in The Wesi,
particular the White City Shopping Cenira, these
iradilicnal ouldoor shapping siresis may experisnce

changes in expendilura patlerns. One of their main
drsadvantages is their location slong histonical routes
inta central London, which nowadays are heawily
traffickad thoreughiares and transt corridors, As on
Ker=inglon High Sireel some improvermen! schemes
have been already mplemanied and have prooled
successlul. Dther areas are in equal demand for
improved and safer pedestran environments, such as
Motting Hill Gate. Knightsbridge, the Earls Courl Aren
and Kings Road. 4n approprate balance has to be lound
betwesn the needs of pedestrian and the requirements
of these roads as part of the strategic road netwark,
car traflic should not be generally doamed sance it may
conlribude o Ihevibrancy and vilalily ol these streels,
The entire Borowgh will fall into the congestion charge
zone when current plans go ahead. This is enisaged

to zase some ol 1he [raffic pressune on theses roulss,
There may be opportuniies to lurther explore traffic
management schemes, which would reducs privale car
sccuns al peak shopping benes, yel allows free access lor
the remaining time. Such measuras could significantly
improve pedestrian qualities particularly along Kings
Road and Por tobello Streat in peak-times
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A river path accompanses |he River Thames and
allows access 1o the waler aedge. i lallows Chalsea
Embankmenl and slops opposite Wor ldz End. Anolher
palh accompanies the Grand Unian Canal and alfers
an alternativeg pedestrian and cycle roube from Lillle
Vienice lowards Park Royal.

The Borough cormprises a variety of smaller local
neighbourhnod spaces with a large concentration af
communal garden spacaes and garden squares in he
South Kensingion/ Chelzea araa and Notting Hill. The
majority are nol open o the public,

There are only a few urban public spaces wilthin the
Rayal Borough, the masi proméinent being Sloans
Square. There are howsver a small number af buill-
oul peveaments or pedesiriamsed sireels 1hat allow
tor primary pedastrian activities. Overall tha Borough
Iacks cvic public spaces.

KEY ISSUES

Overall the borough sullers Irom & shorlage ol public
space, This is identified in the UDP p. 283 deficiency
map,

Although they contribute Lo aimasphare and
character in Ihese areas the maporily ol communal
garden spaces and garden squares in Malting Hill,
South Kensinglon and Chelssa arg not open ta Lhe
public end fail o provide recrealional spaces o the
wider cammunity, This increases lha shoriage of
recreational and civic spaces in the Boraugh,

D4 VIRSAN DESIGH AHALYS'S

Thare are a number of neighbourhood spaces, which
are i ownership by REKC. These provide voluable
recreabion space far the community. However, most al
them cocoupy lefiover spaces beiween dewlopments
and ara dilficult 1o find [i.e North Kensington, South
Kensal Town, Chalsea Creekl,

Except for Holland Park all the larger apan grean
spaces are located al the edges ol the barough ar in
neighbouring baroughs. Mast of them are enclosed
and allow access only vathin sirictly defined tima
periods. Access painls sra limited and sometimes
difficuli to bind. This impinges on the accessibility,
legibility and altraclveness of these spaces - althaugh
they mighl be nexi door ihe naxl entrance could be

a long walk a way, There is oppariunity 1o creals
legible and green roules, which Link these spaces and
respecive enlrance poinls with aack ather and wath
the wider neighbourhood. The operng of additianal
enirance poinis should b explored, in particular for
Helland Park.

Due 1o iis particular location The Litile Wormsood
Soruhs Recraation Ground is primary used by
residents of Hensinglon and Chelsea allbough it
belongs 1o the neighbouring boreugh Hammersimilh
and Fulham. This mismatch is reflectad in the poor
layoul of the space and a imited provision with amenily
faatures,

Access o lhe waterfront from Chelsaa is dilficull

and irvolves the crossing af 1he sirategic road along
Chelses Embankmant. Heavy traffic flows on ihe
embankmeant create an adverse environment in terms
of nouse and exhaust lumes, which considerably
reduces the attractiveness of 1he Thames Rwver Path,

The route aleng the Grand Unian Canal does nol
Integrate in the common network of routes and spaces
pcross the Borough, Enirance poinls are not easily
lound and the presence and amenity of 1he canal are
naol fully exploited.

The Royal Barough lacks approprizte urban public
spaces as places lor cnac lermal and infarmal actralies,
Sloane Squara, as the only hard surface space of
significanl size, is detrimentally affected by iraflic
circulaton, which iselates the central space and makes
it sparsoly used. There are only & faw olher small public
spacesand pedesiriznised sireel seclions acroas [he
Borough Around transport nodes such as underground
slalions, where pedestrian lows are especially

high, public spaces can help Lo mitigate cangestion

and allow lor orieniation, meeting and breathing

space. Tha Borough lacks these types of spaces.
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FIGURE 12: Massing

D URBAN DESIGH AHALYSIS

Thera is another group of towers, which altheugh
situated east ol the Wesl Cross Roule, are aclual parl
of the neighbauring Borough ol Hammersmith and
Fulham. These lowars lorm part ol a residendial estate
and signilicantly impact on the skyline of the Royal
Borough,

Two buildings haws more Ihan 23 sloreys. The first

i5 lhe widely wisible residentizl Trellick Tower ai
Golborne Road in Marth Kensinglon by the acclaimed
Architect Ernn Geoldlinger. This 7Bm tower s listed as
building al particular architectural inlerast it lorms
a unigue landmark, which assists orianlalion and
contribules o the identily of this area,

The second lower is Lhe Holyday Inn Kensington Forum
Holel Tower in Cromwell Road close 1o Gloucesier
Road Tube station, This 114m tall building appesrs oul
of zcale and does nol relale ta its immediale cantesl.
#cross Cromwel| Road the slightly lower West Paint
developmant feals similarly out of place.

With the exception of a lew single developments
Ipariicular alang Kings Road] high busldings in the
Boraugh tend to cluster in groups. Towers above

10 storeys are ofien accompanied by olher highar
devslopmaents ol 7-? sloreys in ils surrounding. The
lollowing groups of high butdings are identified:

PAGE 24
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FIGURE 13: Conservation areas,

0& URHAN DESIGH ANALYSIS

Muosl of hese estole dovelopments within lhe Royal
Borcugh poorly relate loihe historic street and
development pallerns. Links bebwaran neighbouring
areas are allen blocked, and permeatility is low, Thay
usually comprise ol an abundance of public spaces That
are weakly deflined and Iack enclosure, legibility and
overigoking. This makes il difficull 1o orientate and
maove ground [hese esiates, and securily lears deler
non-residents lrom passing through the developments.
All eslates are addressed n more detail in Secton 05
Character Anplyss.

4.7 AREA DESIGNATIONS AND
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIALS

CONSERVATION AREAS

A large parl ol 1he Borough derives ils character and
twnscage from ils heritage of eighleen, ningleenih
and early twentieth cenlury buildings. The Council
hos designaled 35 conservalion areas, some cantrad
on the major esiales and others on the many garden
squaras. They cover aboul 70% of the enlire Borough.
A map of conservation areas 1s shown in Figure 134
conservabion area stalemend prepared by the Council
covers each area These sialements provide with an
extencve character aporasal and historical znalysis
of the araa, further they include proposals lor Their
preservalion and enhancement

PAGE 10
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FIGURE 15; Characier aress, central nodes, special corridars,

_ﬂn o Nl

[ sressmn

CHARACTER AMALYSIR

A central nede is @ zone focused around a lransport
inlrasiructure b, which is particularly charecierised
by ils centrably and agsocigted movement and land
usa patterns. As will charactor cormdors ds characier
may depend an the spalial organisalion and the lype,
inleraciion and density of actmities, These places

olten perform as gatewsys into the Borough, and

their character and image will have an impact on how
attractive and inviting the surrounding areas and lhe
Borough as a whole are perceived.

The conservalion areas have already been the subects
of character assessmants. Therelore, for the purpose
ol this character analysis Lhe conservalion araas will
not be covered in detail excopl lor thase parts, which
lorm part of a character corridor or central nade. Mosl
of these areas are summarised under Lhe lollowing
broader umbrella groups: Notting Hill Area, Holland
Fiark Area and Kensinglon, South Kensington and
Chelsea.

Farticular emphasis is gven inslead to identifying
ihe different character areas, corriders and nades
thal are nol covered specifically by conservalion area
designation. These areas are identilied and cross-
examined via map-based surveys and site visils,

Figure 15 shows the identilied character areas,
cerridors and central nodes. Yellow marks character
arogs with adverse characier.

The following table lisls the identified characler areas,
gives i briel description of them and highlighls key

SSURs.
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CHARACTER AREAS

AT EEE O EE R s

Area Code P Area Oescription
A0S Ealfour ol Burleigh & Treverion estala between
Exrmoor Street and Ladbroke Grove - Resideniial = Poor permeability across site
eslale wilh slandalone developments of up te ning
sloreys 8 Lack of clear dafined sireels, ambiguous green spaces and
lack ol sugervisian and saghtlines deter non-residents fram
passing Lhrough
_
ADé Medium rnse residenlial astate &t Worninglon Read ® Poor connectivity acrass site with developmants
north of Golberne Road disregarding histaric streel palterns
: B Poor sireel enclosure
& Linderused poor qualily public spaces
A07 Mediurn rise residential astale with cul-de-sacs soulh :
of Golborne Road B Pporconnectivily across site,
B |inksges towards the Wesiway and acrass are particular n
direci and illagiale
A0B Sireet block comprizing of Pall Mall Dapesil cormeertied
warehousa, SI. Charles Hospital, Carmelite Monastery | @ Large scale parily lenced developments with poor relation
and a number ol schools ship to and enclosure of sireel space,
® Lack of conneclivity across the sile and links betwean single

NSNS

05 CHARACTER AMALYSIS
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CHARACTER AREAS

ArcaCode

Area Description

Al Hanry Dickens Courl - Residential estale off 51 &nn's
Road comprising tenements blocks of up 1o 7 slareys ® poor enclosure af sireet space and lack af active frontage
lowards 51, Ann's Road
Al Housing estate centred around a meighbourhood Area wilhin Ihe Boraugh of Hammersmith and Fulham
green, comprising a mi of 705’ councll hausing B lowers have an impact an the skyline of RBHE
__.,n_.“&..__m ﬁ__._n.,.un _ﬂnuln._:"__: el e B 1heestals sccommadales in fulers 1he anly pedesirian link
NG R P PO wiilh While Crly scross The Wesi Cross Roule,
B iheapproachinie and through the estale is nal legiale
A15 Malting Hill = large afflusnl residential area
characterised by grand sireets, garden sguares and | Coverad by the Norland, Ladbroke and Pembridge conservation
a large siock of gaod quality Viclorian lerraces, town | areas
houses and villas
Als Hollend Park area - affluent residenlial area

surraunding Holland Park, predominanl ¥ictarian
and Edwardian lerraces, town houses and mansion
blocks, parily mixed with more recend residential and
institulmnal developmeni

Coserad by the Holland Park, Kensington and Kensinglon
Palace canservalion arcas
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shadaw of Chelsea Power Station, miced wilh o
number of employmenl vees.

AreaCoda "Area Daecriplion LREYIEEUES
AZl Museum Quarter - hame of the Victoria and Albort firea lies within the Dueensgate conservalion area
Museum, Matural History Musaum ang (he Science  major visilor attractions
Muszeum, ies adjacent to the Imperial College and % g i ihy T .
#lbart Hall, which are in tha in neighbouring City of - mm piyzia :..uuu.i. STRIGC RCRICE P i
iy B (raffic dominatec enviranment on Cromwell Road and
Weslmins er ris
Exhubition Raad
Azl Leworih Place and Sinare Avenue - araa ol high B sirong condrast in scale belween neghbauring developments
densily comprsing of large scale mansion and B inparts peorly defined sireal gpace, blank fronlages and lack
Ienemanis blocks, relail and warehouse uses ol everlocking
Al Warlds End - residential housing estate budll in the B yory empermeable area
T0s, comprising seven inlerlinked lowars m loltover green spacas, blank walls and illegible routes
delerming prdasirian envronmen|
8 umnderused and poarly designed public space
AZd Lots Aoad area, low density residantial area in the B Fragmented

Cpporiunity lor inhensifrcaton of uses
® Poor linkages {o nesghbouring quarters
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Cl11 Addison Road & Wareick Gardens
C12 Holland Walk

C13a Earl’s Courl Road

C13b Earl’s Courl Road

Cld High Streel Kensington

Ci5 Hensington Church Sireet

Ché Marloes Read

Ci7 Palace Gate & Gloucesiar Road
CIB Exhibilion Road

Ci1? Cromwell Rosd

20 Old Brompion Road

21 rulham Road

C22 Felham Streel & Slanne Avanue
C23 Sydney Strect

G2 Dravton Gardens

C12 Halland Walk E15 Kensington Church Strest 75 s Flaad
kL3R MING S FOa

.Hmm.n__..:._m-....". Poad
25 Baltersea Bridge
C27 Alberi Bridaoe

Ci8 Chelsea Bridgs

C1% Crommell Road C13b Esrl's Court Road

01
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FIGURE 1é: Fublic transpert - wider conlexi

0é

TRHAMSPOET ANALTYEIS

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
ACCESSIBILITY

ACCESSIBILITY FROM LONDON -

NETWORK ACCESSIBILITY
SURFACE AND UNDERGROUND RAIL

RBEL is wall served and cannpcted to bath
undergraund and surface rail.

Viclora Station and Paddinglon Slalion ore we major
transport hubs in lhe praximity of tha barough linking
national, regional and local public rensport. These
sizliens connect Londen with South England and Wesl
England  South Wales respectively.

Mejor destinations from Paddinglon and the Irequency
of service during marming peak are:

® Reading = 8" services per hr

& Duford - &/ services per hr

m Svandon / Bristol - & services per hr
m Bath - Z sarvices par hr

& Birmingham - 2 services per hr
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Bolh Ihe surlace and the undarground rail services
wrg of significant impartanca 1o Ihe borough since
they are the main means ol high capacily Iranspori
al peak hours. Overcrowding of the exisling sErvices
153 major issue lor the borowugh and it is crucial for a
luture transpori strategy lo ensure sufficient capacily
far both the Irams and lhe sialions

Mosl of the rall services are east-west orienisd

with the exception of the local train service belwesn
Clapham and Willesden Junction. Thus il is more
diflicull to access the borough fram saulh or north
Landon than [rem canlral or west Landon.

BUS CORRIDORS

RBKL is highly served by buses. Similarly to the
undarground service, the major bus services operate
easl-wesl-wards connecting the borgugh well with ihe
centre and wes! London.

Major bus corridors as illustraled in figure 8 run alang
the following routes:

m Shepard’s Bush - Halland Park Avenue - Notting
Hill Gate - Bayswaler Road - Dxford Road

B Hammeramith Road Kensington High Sireel =
Hansington Road - Knightsbridge Road - Piccadilly

8 Hensinglon Church Streel - Fembndge Road

= Westbourne Grove - Ezstbourne Ter, - Pread
Sireal

D6 TRANSPORT AMALYS)S

= Batlerses Bridge Road - King's Road - Sloane
Stresl

B Landbroke Grove
e Bromplon Road

Alpng these corridars 3l least lowr ditferenl services
operale and there is a peak hour low of mere than 40
buses in bath directions,

Imporiant destinathons in the centre frequently served
include Marble Arch, Oxford Circus, Hyde Park Carner,
Piccadilly Circus, and Westminsler, 22 well as the
public iransport hubs Paddingion Stalion and Vicloriz,
Furlhermore major bus routes run o Clapham
Junction in | he south and (o Aclen and Hammarsmith
i (e wesl

Due to the high traffic llew as well as the tralfic
congestion levals in the barough, bus services

sullers Irom increasing dalays and unreliability. &
reduction of the ovarall tralfic levels along wath traffic
maonagement measures and sirict parking conlrols
would therelore graatly benafil the bus serices. along
wilh dedicaled bus priorily measures,

BOROUGH WIDE ACCESSIBILITY

The overall public iransport accessahility of the

whole bergugh is comparatively igh. With regacds

to underground services, almost |he whole borough

is within a reach of 8B0Cm respecively 10 minutes
walking distanca fram a tube stop. Only North
Kensinglon and South Chelses are loss well accessible
by tube. Analysing the 400m calchemnl area of [he

tubes the [ack of underground access in the north
and south of RBKC becomes even more obvious as
illustrated in figure 17 with 1he tube slops cluslering
around roulas narth and south of Hyde Park.

Figure 1B shows that Ihe whole borough is servad wall
by bus rautes. As highlighted previously though, thera
are corridors wilh a considerably higher fragquency and
number ol differenl services. It is noted thal (ke S00m
catchment grea of these bus cornidoers is rather similar
of (hose of the tubes. This adds an extra quality to
these areas in thal buses are usually used for sherter
trips than tubes, yel it fails in providing improved
guality ta thase areas of the borough poarly served by
underground service.

Overcrowding af bath underground and bus

services reduces gualily of serwice. Similarly, some
of the stations, such as High Streat Kensingtan,
Kmightsbridge, Sloane Square, and Soulh Kensinglon
are highly ovarcrowded al peak periods.

Another issua datermming the qualily of public
transpori service is the need lo interchange.
Accessibility ta bus sarvice s available in mos! of

the barough, vel due b2 the fact thal buses do nol
onty serve the majar destinations / centres bul need
lo cover alsa the neighbourhoads, the conrectian
between cerlain aneas ol he barough and desired
destinations might still be poar. Interchange might be
required which increases journey times.
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Bzcampanying impravamenis and expacied impecis ol
the exlended Congestion Charging Zone

With the western extension to the congestion charging
zene, @ number of public iranspor | and frallic
management improverments are planned. TIL expects
up to 7400 extre bus passengers 1o Iravel into he
waslern extension ares wilhin lha marmung peak period,
including opprosimately 3,000 extra passengers in the
morning peak hour. Therefore, it is planned o enhance
the existing bus network befora 2007 including an
improved north-south connection.

In the exiension area of the cangestion charging 2one,
congeslion & forecesied Lo reduce by 15% lo 22%.
Traffic is prajecied Is decrease by 10-14% and Iralfic
speeds are expected (o increase by 10-14%. In the
exifing charging zone thowgh, trallic & projecied o
increase by some 2% and congestion is Likely to rise by
&-3% due 1o 2ome residents of tha weslern exlension
zone driving mare in the existing charging zone due to
the discount they recenve. as well as some east-west
tratfic at present diverting round the ceniral zone which
will choose o pay Lo drive Ihrgugh the exlended zone.,
The trallic at the boundaries of the westarn axtensian
are pxpected o increase by 3% o 55% owerall Yel
greaier increases are lorecasied along the soulhern
boundaries and smaller increases along the northern
side.,

Of TRAMSPOAT AMALYSIS

However, benalils of ihe extension are cerfainly
aulweighing |he disbenelits by contributing ta reducing
cangestion, encouraging greater use al public
transport, and improving Lhe reliability of bus servces,

FPARKING

Parking dermand in Lhe REKE = gh. In order o
reduce troffic, ihe Council has impesed resinciians
an the use of public en-strest parking spaces by
implementing a Controlled Parkung Zone ICPZ) on
all public highways within {he borough, Parking
permits are issued [oresidents only, whils pay and
display parking spaces cater for a limited visitor's
perking demand, Parking spaces are dasignaled as
residents parking bays, pay and display bays, and
wailing resincbions. According (o the UDR, there are
around 27000 an-sirecl resident parking & paces
availabie in the Borough and about &1,000 residanls’
parking permils issued. With increasing rasidential
developments il is expected that pressure on parking
spaces will intensify alike.

Parking demand is highest in the svenings and at meghl
fima.

The availability to residents ol on-street parking
anywherg in the berough at no additional charges
ENCOUrBgES exire purndys (o desuinations in the
torough and places an additional parking stress in
popular areas such as shopping centres, On tha other
hand, residenis are encouraged to make Lheir lrips
inside the borough ralher than longer irips (o olher
destinations.

On major straels on-sireet parking can smaair tralfic
congesiion and recduca the qualily of bus services,
since il reduces elliciency. This right resull in car
tralfic swalching ta minor roads, which will worsen
the emvironment and local amenily ol [he resideniial
areas.

Parking prossure is likaly 1o incraase in the fulure
due ta the exlension of the congestinn charging rans,
which rrighl resull in fewer rasidents taking ther cars
oul of the borough during the day. On the ather hand,
less people might wisit (he borough by car.

FPANE 54
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